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MESSAGE FROM THE HON. MRS ROS KELIY
FEDERAL MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR SPORT

The Him. Mrs Ros Kelly

It is with great pleasure that I extend a wann 
welcome to all participants, officials and 
spectators attending the 1991 World Open 
Men’s Individual Squash Championship.

As Patron of Squash Australia I am very 
proud that this World Championship, the 
main event on the International Squash 
Players’ Association Grand Prix Circuit, is 
to he held in Australia. This prestigious 
event has attracted the top players from 
Asia, Australia, Canada, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, New Zealand, Pakistan, Scandinavia, 
Scotland, England and Wales.

The Federal Government agency 
responsible for sport, the Australian Sports 
Commission, is pleased to be associated with 
the staging of international sporting events 
of this calibre in Australia. Such events not 
only enable our athletes to compete against 
the world’s best, hut also provide an 
excellent opportunity for Australians to 
witness, first hand, world-class athletes in 
action.

Australia is extremely proud of its sporting 
achievements and traditions and the 
Government recognises the significant role 
that sport plays in our society. With this in 
mind, the Government, through the 
Commission, has provided $150,000 
towards the cost of staging the World Open 
Championship.

Over the past twenty years Australia’s 
achievements in international squash have 
been outstanding. The performances of 
Geoff Hunt, Heather McKay, Ken Hiscoe 
and Vicki Cardwell are well known to all 
Australians. The current world rankings 
continue to be dominated by Australian 
players with five women and five men 
ranked in the top 10.

Squash Australia recently hosted the 
successful 8th Women’s World 
Championships in Sydney, and I am sure 
that the World Men’s Open will he equally 
successful for everyone involved.

Finally, may I wish all competitors and 
officials the best of luck and I hope that your 
stay in Australia is a memorable one.

MESSAGES FROM THE JOINT PROMOTERS
THE MINISTER FOR RECREATION AND SPORT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

On behalf of the South Australian 
Department of Recreation and Sport, I am 
delighted to welcome all players, officials 
and visitors to Adelaide for the 1991 Men’s 
World Open Squash Championships. This 
international event has brought us into 
partnership with the Australian Formula 
One Grand Prix Office and the Squash 
Racquets Association of South Australia, 
and I thank them for their expertise and 
support in the staging of this event.

South Australia has successfully staged a 
number of national and international 
sporting events in recent times and is widely 
recognised for its high level of commitment 
and professionalism.

This event is particularly important, as it is 
the first to be held in the new Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre, which will indeed 
provide a fine showcase for squash 
internationally.

I am certain the Men’s World Open Squash 
Championships will boost the profile of 
squash locally and provide encouragement to 
many up and coming young players aspiring

to the standards of the top-ranked players in 
the world today.

I would like to thank the International 
Squash Players’ Association for affording us 
this opportunity, and I look forward to a very 
successful and competitive World 
Championship.

KYM MAYES

MINISTER FOR RECREATION AND 
SPORT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

The Him. Kyrn Mayes M.P.

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE

On behalf of the Australian Fonnula 1 
Grand Prix Office I extend a wann welcome 
to all competitors, officials and patrons 
attending the 1991 Men’s World Open 
Championship in Adelaide.

I would like to record our pride and pleasure 
in hosting the event, in association with the 
Department of Recreation and Sport in 
South Australia.

We are especially pleased that the skills and 
expertise the Grand Prix Office has 
developed as event managers were 
contributing factors in attracting the 1991 
Men’s World Open Squash Championship 
to our city.

I would like to thank ISPA for honouring 
Adelaide with the important role of host 
organiser of this major international event.

The Championship is sponsored by the 
Australian Sports Commission and 
Foundation SA. We appreciate not only 
the significant financial support of these 
organisations, but also their dedication to

the promotion and development of squash, 
and a healthy lifestyle for all Australians.

I am confident that we can look forward to 
the very best in competitive squash playing, 
and wish all players the best of fortune.

DR MAL HEMMERLING 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
AUSTRALIAN FORMULA 1 
GRAND PRIX OFFICE

I)r. Mai Hemmerling



WELCOME FROM Y.A.M. TUNKU IMRAN
PRESIDENT, THE INTERNATIONAL SQUASH RACKETS FEDERATION

Y.A.M. Tunku Imran

CHAMPION OF THE WORLD

What greater accolade can be given to a 
sportsman than the title “World 
Champion”? With it goes not only the 
admiration of every other player of the sport 
in the world, hut also recognition of the 
dedication, the skill, the mental and 
physical strength which are all hallmarks of 
the true athlete.

The ISRF, as the world governing body for 
Squash, not only represents 15 million 
players of all standards worldwide, but is also 
responsible for ensuring that the title of 
World Champion is not bestowed lightly. 
We have agreed with the International 
Squash Players’ Association that the winner 
of the 1991 World Open will rightly he 
regarded as the undisputed Squash 
Champion of the World.

It is fitting that the 1991 World Open is 
being staged in Adelaide. Two of the 
greatest names ever to he associated with 
the title of World Champion, Geoff Hunt 
and Heather McKay, are Australians and 
they have passed their mantle to a new 
generation of young Aussies who will be 
pursuing the title at this Championship.
The 1990 Women’s World Championships 
were held in Sydney last October and 
proved a great success for our sport. We are 
pleased to he able to return quickly to a 
country where squash excellence is so well 
appreciated.

We are grateful to all those who have made 
this great occasion possible: the Australian 
Formula One Grand Prix Board, the 
Australian Sports Commission, Foundation 
S.A. and the South Australian Department 
of Recreation and Sport plus the hundreds 
of dedicated workers whose input is essential 
for the smooth running of the World Open.

To all these, plus spectators, referees and 
world’s press I hid a warm welcome to 
Adelaide in the certain knowledge that you 
will see our great sport at its finest.

Y.A.M. TUNKU IMRAN 
IBNI TUANKU JA’AFAR

WELCOME FROM CHRIS DITTMAR
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SQUASH PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION

As the President of ISPA and also as a 
native of South Australia, I deem it a great 
honour that the major event of the men’s 
world squash circuit is being held in my 
home city of Adelaide.

The World Open is the premier event in 
squash, and ISPA congratulates the 
Australian Sports Commission and 
Foundation SA on their foresight in 
supporting an event which will attract all 
the top players in the world. Australia is 
indebted to these people for their support of 
squash.

I am sure the event will be a great success, 
and this will he due in no small way to its 
joint promoters, the South Australian 
Department of Recreation and Sport and the 
Australian Formula One Grand Prix Board.

It is an honour for squash to be chosen as the 
inaugural sporting event for the magnificent 
new Adelaide Entertainment Centre. I can 
promise you that the players participating 
will provide exciting and entertaining 
squash for the spectators at this superb venue 
and I trust all our overseas visitors enjoy our 
South Australian hospitality.

CHRIS DITTMAR



DESIGNED A N D  EXTENSIVELY FIELD TESTED TO MEET 
THE HI-TECH REQUIREMENTS OF TODAY'S PLAYERS

•
OFFICIALLY ENDORSED BY I.S.P.A. 

INTERNATIONALLY APPROVED BY I.S.R.F. & U.S.S.R.A.

MERCOPRO BALL
The championship winner

WELCOME FROM BOB FINCH
PRESIDENT OF SQUASH AUSTRALIA

On behalf of Squash Australia and the 
640,000 Australians who play squash 
regularly, it is our pleasure to welcome the 
finest squash players in the world to 
Adelaide for these 1991 World Men’s Open 
Squash Championships and the South 
Australian Women’s Open event.

Congratulations to the promoters of these 
Championships, the Australian Formula 
One Grand Prix Board and the South 
Australian Department of Recreation and 
Sport. They had the vision and 
professionalism to put together the most 
attractive marketing and prize money 
package and there is no doubt that these 
Championships will be at least the equal of 
any previous world event. They will put 
Adelaide indelibly on the world squash map.

No professional squash event is possible 
without generous sponsorship and we are 
indebted to the magnificent support of the 
principal benefactors -  Foundation South 
Australia and the Australian Sports 
Commission, which over the last decade has 
invested heavily in squash in Australia. 
Words cannot adequately express our 
gratitude for this support, which has seen 
Australia maintain its mantle as one of the 
world’s greatest squash nations.

Thanks to the players for elevating the game 
of squash to yet greater heights, to all those 
who purchased a ticket and ultimately made 
these World Championships a huge success, 
and to the numerous volunteers from the 
South Australian Squash Rackets 
Association who gave a hand because they 
care about squash.

Bob Finch

BOB FINCH



EVENT COMMITTEES AND STAFF

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Dr Mai Hemmerling Executive Director
(Chairman) Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix Office
Mike Nunan South Australian Department
(Deputy Chairman) 
Sam Ciccarello 
Mike Drewer 
Neil McGachey 
Rod Paech 
Peter Sahb

of Recreation and Sport

Phil Trenorden (ex officio -  Squash Australia)

MEN’S WORLD OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP STEERING COMMITTEE

Metze Bradey (Chairman) Len Atkins
Malcolm Kennewell Harry McMaster
Ian Mathison Terry Powell
Peter Sahb 
Colin Steinert

Bob Schultz

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR Peter Sahb

TOURNAMENT REFEREE Malcolm Kennewell

MATCH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Terry Powell

PRESS OFFICERS Anne Gowlett 
Stuart Sykes

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME Debbie Alexander 
Stuart Sykes

SPONSOR SERVICING Debbie Alexander 
Sam Ciccarello

EVENT MANAGEMENT Rod Paech 
Peter Williams

TELEVISION COORDINATOR Des Flavel

PLAYER LIAISON Len Atkins 
Peter Proud 
Jack Reddin

TRANSPORT OFFICER John Bowman

PHYSIOTHERAPY Sports Physiotherapy Group

MEDICAL SERVICES Australian Sports Medicine Federation

COURTSIDE ATTENDANTS SA Juniors

PROGRAMME
1991 MEN’S WORLD OPEN -S .A . WOMEN’S OPEN

I  PRELIMINARY ROUNDS -  KIDMAN PARK SQUASH AND FITNESS CENTRE 1

27th July M EN’S QUALIFYING -  32 Matches
4 Courts x 2 Sessions 
1.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm, 4.00pm 
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

28th July M EN’S QUALIFYING -  16 Matches
2 Courts x 2 Sessions
12 Noon, 1.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

W OM EN’S QUALIFYING -  4  Matches
2 Courts x 1 Session 
2.00pm, 3.00pm

29th July M EN’S QUALIFYING -  8 Matches
2 Courts x 1 Session 
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

W OM EN’S QUALIFYING - 8 Matches
2 Courts x 1 Session 
12 Noon, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm

I  CHAMPIONSHIP ROUNDS -  KIDMAN PARK

30th July M EN’S FIRST R O UN D -  8  Matches
2 Courts x 1 Session 
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

30th July W OM EN’S FIRST R O U N D  -  16 Matches
4 Courts x 1 Session
12 Noon, 1.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm

31st July M EN’S FIRST R O U N D  -  8  Matches
2 Courts x 1 Session 
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

31st July W OM EN’S SECOND R O U N D  -  8 Matches
2 Courts x 1 Session
12 Noon, 1.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm

■  ADELAIDE ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE -  ALL MATCHES ON THE PERSPEX COURT

1st August M EN’S LAST SIXTEEN -  8 Matches
2 Sessions
12 Noon, 1.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm 
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

2nd August MEN’S QUARTER FINALS -  4  Matches
1 Session
6.00pm, 7.00pm, 8.00pm, 9.00pm

2nd August W OM EN’S QUARTER FINALS -  4 Matches
1 Session
12 Noon, 1.00pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm

3rd August SEMI-FINALS, 2 x  MEN, 2 x  WOMEN
3.00pm Women, 4.00pm Men 
6.00pm Women, 7.00pm Men

4th August FINALS, 1 x  MEN, 1 x W OMEN
2.00pm Women’s Final 
3.30pm Men’s Final

Australian Sports Commission

S o u t h  A u s t r a l ia

F o u n d a t i o n  
S .  A .

w  i  s r  a
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Chris (right) ivith Dr. Mai 
Hemmerling of the Australian 
Formula 1 Qrand Prix Office at 
the ticket launch for this year’s 
World Open.

Q: Chris, you’re in Adelaide two months 
before the World Open starts, you began 
training yesterday (May 21) - it sounds as 
if you’re taking this seriously?

A: Yes I am! I guess it’s important not to 
single out one event and place too much 
importance on it. If I look at it as an overall 
career thing, I try to win absolutely every 
week, every time I play a tournament. But I 
guess there was something special about 
twelve months ago when I heard the World 
Open would be in Adelaide; I thought, well, 
I’d like to plan ahead, be in the best 
condition possible, so I’ve come back early 
to give myself a couple of months to prepare. 
And while, as I said, I’d like to win every 
tournament I play, I can’t help but think 
this is a little bit special because it is in 
Adelaide.

Q: What’s the general shape of your 
training programme?

A: A little bit different from most of the 
others. If you spoke to most of the squash

players, they’d all tell you something 
different. I believe they’re a very, very fit 
and athletic bunch of guys, they all work 
fairly hard. But my training’s slightly 
different because a few years ago I had a 
serious knee injury and since then I’ve been 
a bit restricted.

I have to be careful with my leg, so I tend to 
do different things: sprints and gym work 
mainly, bike riding, a bit of boxing. I get 
myself in top shape by doing a combination 
of all those things. Whereas the other guys 
are out doing a hell of a lot of running, 
which I would be doing if I could, but I just 
have to save myself for when I play. Then 
of course there’s all the court work: 
practising skills and court craft, which takes 
three to four hours out of every day.

Q: It’s well known that you are a keen 
footy follower - do you train with 
footballers at all?

A: I don’t any more. That was how I 
injured myself! I haven’t lost my appetite or 
my love of football, but the injury was the 
end of football for me in that sense.

Q: Are you pleased with the general state 
of your own game this year?

A: It’s not too bad. Anyone that follows 
squash would know that the two Pakistanis, 
Jansher and Jahangir, are still really 
dominating and still winning most of the 
events. In recent times we’ve been able to 
beat them on occasions and win some of the 
events, but unfortunately they’re still 
winning most of them. So in a way it’s a 
little bit disappointing that over the last 
couple of years I’ve been ranked three or 
four and haven’t really moved. I haven’t 
gone down, but I’m not going up either, so 
that’s always been on my mind.

Q: Jahangir, after that long lay-off, has 
come back strongly. Do you think he’s as 
good now as he ever was?

A: Hard to say, really. I must admit it 
surprised me, and looking at it I still can’t 
believe that it happened; it’s funny, you 
know, the results are on the board and I’d 
never deny anyone that, but it surprised me 
that he came back and beat Jansher because 
at the time I thought Jansher the fitter man.

Q: Some people might look at squash 
from the outside and say, “Chris Dittmar, 
four World Open finals and not won one

COMING BACK FOR MORE:
AUSTRALIA’S CHRIS DITTMAR LOOKS FORWARD TO THE WORLD OPEN

yet” - does that prey on your mind at all, 
or is it merely an incentive to go out and 
do better next time?

A: It’s definitely an incentive. Anyone 
that’s got anything to them could only come 
off after losing a World final and say “I want 
to come back for more”. The occasion grabs 
you, and it’s so shattering to lose... Especially 
on one particular occasion (Kuala Lumpur 
1989) when I led really well in the final and 
should have gone on to win it. It could 
demoralise some people, but like I say, if 
you’ve got any go in you at all you just keep 
trying.

I remember that time in 1989, all I wanted 
to do next day was train. I thought, “I just 
want to train all the harder now”, and that’s 
the way it’s affected me each time - try 
harder, and hope I don’t lose that appetite. I 
don’t feel like I’m going to at this stage, I just 
want to keep having a go.

Q: Would you say 1989, with that 
magnificent effort in the World Open and 
the Aussie victory in the World Team 
Championships, was a peak in your own 
career, or can you touch those heights 
again?

A: I think you always improve, I’ve always 
felt that: you get better all the time, and I 
think I’m a better player now than I was 
then. So is everyone else, mind you, they’ve 
all improved! But you can always do more...

Q: Squash always seems unique in that 
you’re very much on your own in that 
court. Is there any camaraderie between, 
say, you and the other Australian guys?

A: The Australians have got this common 
thing where we’re all away from home for 
great periods. For example, a lot of the 
English and European boys are all based at 
home, most of the tournaments take place 
over there so they can all live at home in 
their own environment. We Australians are 
all away for months on end, we’re all in the 
same boat, and I think because of that - 
without even thinking about it or planning 
it - we all do stick together a bit, egg each 
other on.

It’s still very competitive: we’ve got five 
boys in the top ten at the moment, we’re all 
trying to heat each other, but I think in little 
ways, without realising it, we actually 
support each other a bit.

Q: What about this antagonism that’s 
been smouldering for a while between the 
Pakistani and Australian players?

A: The players’ body has addressed it,

because they were quite worried about it. 
But it’s something that I feel will always be 
there, and perhaps should be there. I feel 
that it’s got to be competitive - 1 certainly 
enjoy it when it’s competitive, and I play in 
what I’d say is an aggressive manner.

A lot of journalists have given us a lot of 
trouble over this over the last twelve
months, but I think it’s what you find with 
journalists in any sport - here’s a bit of a 
confrontation, rake it up, there’s your story.

And I don’t disagree with that either.
Top man, top venue: Chris 
at Adelaide’s new 
Entertainment Centre.

But what I want to get at is this: I could look 
- especially sitting here in the Australian 
Grand Prix Office - at Grand Prix racing and 
take Senna and Prost: it’s competitive, 
you’ve got two guys just trying their guts out 
to be best in the world. I want to be the best 
in the world, and I will play competitively, 
aggressively, I’ll play any way I can to win a 
match.

That’s all it is: I just see it as bloody 
aggression, and look, again I go back to the 
Australian boys, we’re more aggressive than 
anybody when we play each other. We 
simply want to win, and I don’t see anything 
wrong with that. It’s funny, our players’ 
body contacted the top five players in the 
world a few months back at the German 
Open. We were at a meeting of the top five 
to sit in a round table discussion and say, 
‘Look, let’s sort of cool things down a bit.’ 
And I said, “Well, quite frankly I’m not that 
keen to be a part of the meeting: I don’t 
want to have to sit across the table from 
Jansher and say, ‘well, I’m sorry, I’ll be a bit



more friendly next time!’ I don’t believe in 
that.”

All I can say is it’s nothing personal against 
any of those people. Jansher ran off the 
court one day and said 1 was the dirtiest 
player he’d every played, he said I was a 
racist - he said all sorts of things. And quite 
frankly I think that’s terrific. If he honestly 
believes that, he’s honestly that worried, 
then he’s the one who’s got the problem. If 
he goes on court against me with that 
attitude I think it’s great!

Q: Will there he added pressure because 
the World Open is in Adelaide?

A: Well, if there is it’s because I’ll he putting 
it on myself! I could let the situation grab 
me, hut I’m conscious of the fact that I don’t 
in any way want it to turn into Chris 
Dittmar’s event. Likewise I think Australian 
people are that way: there’ll be some people 
who want to see Chris Dittmar lose, too, and 
1 can well understand that. And again, if I’m 
smart enough, I’ll use that, try even harder to 
prove those people wrong.

I’m conscious of the fact that as I’m here two 
months before the event there will he a lot 
of media interest. But in a way I want to try 
and bury myself a hit too - 1 just want to 
train as hard as I can and make sure I’m in 
tip-top shape. We haven’t had this event 
here in some time, and for me it’s a great 
chance to attack the world’s best players. 
Since getting hack I’ve been to see the 
Adelaide Crows play Aussie Rules football, 
then watched the 36ers on the basketball 
court - 1 just hope we Australians get the 
same kind of biased support when we play at 
the Adelaide Entertainment Centre!

In a sense Australia is a little isolated, and 
it’s a long way for the top players to come, 
but the World Open is being held at the 
time of year when our professional circuit 
brings us to Asia and New Zealand anyway. 
Unfortunately it’s not going to be too much 
of a problem for them all!

Q: On that see-through court, in a major 
event, it must be a little bit like being in a 
goldfish bowl, is it not?

A: We actually enjoy playing on it because 
it really revolutionised the sport. From 
playing major tournaments in front of 200 
people in a squash club we now find 
ourselves in a court where there are 
thousands of people sitting around you and 
there’s a tremendous atmosphere all of a 
sudden. We’re playing in fantastic venues 
like the Entertainment Centre, so it really 
has changed things. Even within that court

we can sense the electricity, there’s always a 
fair bit of noise without it being too 
distracting, and the players themselves get 
more involved.

Q: Turning to this tournament, where 
does it rank in the players’ own priorities?

A: It’s always been said in squash that the 
British Open is our Wimbledon. Everyone 
wants to win it because of that, it’s our 
prestigious event, the one with the tradition. 
But if you win the World Open you’re the 
World Champion, there’s no denying it’s the 
big title every top player wants.

Q: How important do you think it is to 
squash in this country that the World 
Open has come here so soon after the 
women’s event last year?

A: It’s enonuous. Unfortunately in 
Australia, though, our big problem is 
geography: without putting too pessimistic a 
view, I think Sydney would have done well 
out of the Women’s World Championships 
and not a lot would have rubbed off on the 
rest. It’s just a geographical thing. In squash 
terms, try to get a decision made at 
Australian level; every State goes into that 
meeting and just argues for themselves, 
whereas a country such as England will make 
decisions that benefit the whole country.
But with the expertise and the size of the 
Grand Prix organisation I think we can 
ensure that all of squash benefits from 
staging the World Open here. I firmly 
believe that.

Q: Sponsorship and prize money in squash 
are accelerating. How far do you think 
squash can go in that direction?

A: You have to be realistic, which I am. I’m 
President of our players’ body, and people 
often question my views - have I got the 
game’s interests at heart? All I’m saying is 
that there will be people - and they tend to 
be promoters, people in the business of 
making money - who say, Yes, I can do this,
I can do that, and all make millions here and 
millions there.

But you have to he realistic, and I for one 
understand that squash has, for example, a 
limited capability of being televised - and 
television needs money. You can televise 
the Wimbledon final live, and you know it 
will go out live all around the world, and the 
world will bloody well stop and watch it. 
That won’t happen with a squash 
tournament.

But we’ve come a long way, playing in these 
marvellous stadiums so all of a sudden there 
are a few thousand people instead of a couple

of hundred. We can grow in those areas. 
Squash in Europe at the moment is going 
really well with these big tournaments, and 
it tends to be a hospitality-based thing.
Large companies bring business people 
along, and it’s turning into a sport where 
people can have a bit of a day out, some 
champagne, a lunch and sit and watch the 
squash. In Europe it’s a businessman’s sport, 
so we tend to ride on that and enjoy more 
success because of that. Yes, it will grow, 
there’s no doubt; we won’t go backwards, but 
all I’m saying is we have to be a little bit 
realistic.

Q: Is there any danger that as 
tournaments multiply and you spend more 
and more time flying round the world it 
will all become a bit of a treadmill?

A: Yes, everyone gets tired of that, there’s 
no doubt; but what we’ve got going for us, 
what gives us an advantage over, say, the 
tennis players, is that we don’t make as 
much money! That may sound a little 
paradoxical, but our guys have got their feet 
well and truly on the ground. I think they’re 
a very cooperative bunch of guys - sure, there 
are awkward characters in every sport, and I 
could certainly name you a couple in ours - 
hut generally if you said to any of the guys on 
any given day you needed an interview they 
would be only too happy. They know we’re 
effectively salesmen for our sport, it’s 
important for us to get sponsors and to help 
the game grow. They will tend to do 
anything they think is genuinely necessary. 
They understand their responsibilities.

Q: Why squash? Can you sum up the 
appeal of the game, for you?

A: I got into it very much by accident. I’m 
probably not the greatest advert for the game 
of squash, because as a youngster I just loved 
Australian football and cricket. If I could I’d 
be playing league football and playing 
cricket for Australia. I don’t mean I was that 
good, but that was my dream!

We happened to live 100 yards from the 
local squash court at Alberton, so all the kids 
in the street would always be playing squash 
or kicking a footy - we just played all sport. 
It’s funny, but I just kept going with it, then 
one day I was picked in an Australian junior 
team to go to Europe. It coincided with 
being in high school, and not going all that 
well and not liking school; I was 15 or 16,1 
went to Europe and that team was quite 
successful.

I remember my father saying I should have a 
look at squash - there’s world travel, you can 
make a buck (already I’d won a couple of

Jansher Khan stretches a point 
in his 4-game defeat by Chris in

. . . .  , . . , Melbourne on June 13.
small things and was making some money), 
and school was a waste of time. So I 
thought, Yes, I’ll have a go; and as a 
youngster I was fortunate to get a racket 
contract straight away, I was supporting 
myself and I just stayed in Europe and didn’t 
want to come back to school!

So, as I said, basically 1 got into it by 
accident. I wasn’t your little kid who wanted 
to be a top squash player, that was how it 
happened.

Q: But given what you’ve just said, it 
would have been a particularly happy 
moment for you to captain Australia to a 
world team title in 1989?

A: Yes, that for me, in sport, far outweighed 
any individual thing I’d ever done. It was an 
amazing feeling - because we don’t get to 
play as a team in squash that often I really 
miss the camaraderie and everything that 
football had, end-of-season trips and playing 
as a team and all that, it’s a special sort of 
thing. So all of a sudden to be in a team 
situation and beat the best in the world for 
me was special and far outweighs anything 
I’d ever achieved on my own. But maybe I’ll 
go one better again in August...

STOP PRESS
Shortly after this interview, Chris beat 
Jansher in a special challenge match in 
Melbourne. He followed that up with a 
whirlwind 25-minute destruction of 
Tristan Nancarrow in the final of the 
Victorian Open. The build-up was 
clearly going well...
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1991 LINEUP: JANSHER KHAN
PAKISTANI • BORN 15/6/69, PESHAWAR ■ WORLD NUMBER 1

“Still young, still very confident”: the way 
Jansher Khan described himself after 
retaining the Men’s World Open title in 
Toulouse last year must have struck fear into 
the hearts of all his rivals on the current 
squash scene. Though still seeking his first 
British Open title - the only major honour 
to have eluded him - the Pakistani reigns 
supreme at the top of the world rankings, 
and confirmed that status with victories in 
the first two significant events of 1991; 
indeed the Spanish Open was his tenth 
consecutive tournament win. Now coached 
hy former world number two Mohibullah 
Khan, his elder brother, Jansher has begun 
to round out his game, adding far greater 
variety to his already explosive speed and 
power of shot. In short, he’s stopped being 
squash’s equivalent of a baseline player and 
is getting to the front of the court a lot

more. Perhaps coincidentally, Jansher is 
also shaking off his earlier diffidence to 
emerge as a more rounded personality too. 
Jansher won his first World Open on his 
first appearance in the final, four years ago 
in Binningham, and has appeared in every 
final since then. The only man to have 
beaten him in the World Open is 
compatriot and arch-rival Jahangir, in 1988. 
Jansher wants to be the world’s best for 
another five or six years “at least” - and is 
still clearly the man to beat in these 
Championships. Lists music and movies as 
his main interests, and Ivan Lendl as the 
sportsman he most admires.



1991 LINEUP: JAHANGIR KHAN
PAKISTANI • BORN 10/12/63, KARACHI- WORLD NUMBER 2

From the legendary status of world’s greatest 
sportsman, athlete of the Eighties, and all 
the other accolades showered upon him, the 
“Conqueror of the World” fell from grace in 
1990 when the strain of a decade at the top 
of international squash finally began to tell. 
Jahangir even pulled out of the 1990 World 
Open - was it something to do with 
Toulouse, where his astonishing five-and-a- 
half-year unbeaten run ended in 1986? But 
rest, the security of his recent marriage, and 
time to ponder his future seem to have 
rejuvenated the dominant figure of modem 
squash, a champion with a record of six 
World Open titles to his credit. Starting

slowly - semi-finalist, then runner-up in the 
first two major events of the year - Jahangir 
then won four straight events, culminating 
with a record tenth British Open title, to 
signal his return to something close to his 
previous best - and three of those victories 
were against Jansher. Fitter than of late, 
Jahangir is now the one they are all hoping 
to avoid. Like Jansher, he tcx)k the World 
Open on his first final appearance exactly 
ten years ago in Toronto and held it until 
Ross Nonnan beat him on that memorable 
day in France in 1986. Recently elected 
ISPA Chairman, Jahangir has also made 
squash history with the sport’s largest-ever 
sponsorship contract in a three-year, multi- 
million dollar deal with the US Tech 
company. He regained the crown in one of 
his finest hours against Jansher in 1988; is 
this the year when he conquers again?

r

1991 LINEUP: CHRIS ROBERTSON
AUSTRALIAN • BORN 24/10/65, BRISBANE- WORLD NUMBER 4

Brisbane’s Chris is something of a self-made 
man in squash ternis. World Junior 
Champion in 1984 - he lost only five points 
in the final - he took the Australian title in 
1987 and went for three years without being 
beaten by a player from lower down the 
world rankings. On the very day he reached 
the number three slot he celebrated with 
victory in the 1990 European Open, adding 
the Portuguese title and reaching his 
allotted place in the New Zealand and 
British Opens. Got to his highest-ever rung, 
number two on the world ladder, earlier this 
year until Jahangir’s return to form put the 
Pakistani hack in the top two. The pocket 
battleship of squash, Chris is known for 
giving nothing away on court, where speed 
and athleticism are the Robertson 
hallmarks. Has won a place in the hearts of 
the Welsh people after moving to Cardiff

and playing wholeheartedly for the Leekes 
Welsh Wizards in the National League. A 
key member of the 1989 Australian Men’s 
World Championship-winning team, Chris 
is now poised for that final push to a major 
title that has so far escaped him, though his 
1991 campaign has been plagued by a leg 
injury that forced him to withdraw from the 
Spanish semi-finals and was probably a 
factor in his second-round loss to Simon 
Parke in the British Open. World Open 
semi-finalist last year, he could well go one 
step further in Adelaide if his fitness is not 
in question.

i



1991 LINEUP: CHRIS DITTMAR
AUSTRALIAN • BORN 16/1/64, ALBERTON • WORLD NUMBER 3

Adelaide’s favourite squash son, Chris 
carries on to court the unenviable 
reputation of having played in four World 
Open finals and lost each one. His first was 
in Munich in 1983 against Jahangir - the 
first time two teenagers had contested the 
World Open final. Three times since he has 
fallen foul of Jansher in the last match of the 
tournament; in 1989 he touched greatness 
in disposing of Jahangir in the semi-final 
and led Jansher by two games, then 6-0 in 
the first game of the final itself before the

strain of the previous titanic effort took its 
toll. Runner-up in Scotland this year and 
semi-finalist in three other major events, 
the big left-hander is an intimidating on- 
court presence - and no less respected off it 
in his capacity as President of the 
International Squash Players’ Association. 
Listing golf and Aussie Rules football as 
favourite sports, Chris enjoys reading 
biographies of other sporting greats and is a 
particular admirer of peerless pace bowler 
Dennis Lillee. Chris has been prominent in 
the push for better discipline among the 
game’s leading players, and big enough to 
accept punishment himself on occasion. 
Chris, wife Leanne and young son Tom are 
now Brighton, U.K. based, but will the 
adrenalin flow freely enough here on his 
home soil to lift him to the title he so richly 
deserves?

1991 LINEUP: RODNEY MARTIN
AUSTRALIAN ■ BORN 17/10/65, SYDNEY- WORLD NUMBER 5

contribution - Rod has hovered around the 
middle of the top ten but is capable, on his 
day, of beating any of the men above him. 
Seems to have shrugged off an upset loss to 
up-and-coming Englishman Simon Parke in 
round two of the Scottish Open, finishing as 
runner-up in France. Reigning Australian 
Open Champion, Rod is one of the freer 
spirits on a squash court, noted and admired 
for a naturally aggressive style that stamps 
him as a typical Australian in top sport - and 
no doubt explains his recently increasing 
interest in the great moments of boxing 
history!

team - beating Jansher was his major

When your uncle was an Australian 
international and your father built Sydney’s 
Engadine Squash Centre, chances are you 
are going to come to grips with squash in 
one way or another. Rodney is in fact the 
most prominent member of Australia’s own 
squash family, with sister Michelle and 
brother Brett finnly established in their 
respective world top tens as well - and young 
Grant rapidly making his own mark.
RcxJney is currently the leading player to 
have emerged from Brisbane’s elite squash 
unit, run under the auspices of the 
Australian Institute of Sport. Noted among 
other things as the first player to beat both 
the Khans, Rod plays with a remarkably 
short grip on the racket which contributes 
to his renowned skill in deception. A 
member of the 1989 World Championship



1991 LINEUP: BRETT MARTIN
AUSTRALIAN • BORN 23/1/63, SYDNEY- WORLD NUMBER 6

1991 LINEUP: TRISTAN NANCARROW
AUSTRALIAN • BORN 27/5/63, SYDNEY • WORLD NUMDER 9

One question always springs to mind when 
world number 6 Brett is the subject of 
conversation: how far could he go if he 
really took the game seriously? Laid-back as

they come, Brett enjoys the reputation of 
the best touch player on the men’s circuit, 
but has never applied himself as well as 
brother Rod to the hum-drum aspects of 
top-flight sport: training, dedication, self- 
denial are not tenns that spring readily to 
mind! But with his talent for disguising 
shots, who needs mere muscle? Surfing and 
rock music are major elements in his leisure 
time, and inconsistency the trademark of a 
squash personality who gets much less 
frustrated with himself than others do on his 
behalf. World Open quarter-finalist last 
year, Brett can point to a string of titles 
including the 1989 Italian Open, and a long 
list of semi-final appearances that typify the 
top ten player not quite able to make the 
push for the highest ground. Came back 
slowly from a winter of injury to make the 
quarters in the Spanish and French Opens.

Is this the John McEnroe of world squash? 
Like the great tennis player, Tristan seems 
to have all the shots - and more - but has 
frequently been let down by his own on- 
court temper. Australian Open Champion 
as long ago as 1984, Tristan, like the 
Martins, comes from a great squash-playing 
tradition - his stepfather Cam was twice a 
British Open finalist, in 1969 and 1977, and 
his mother Mavis was no mean player 
herself. While subtlety of shot and speed 
around the court are his top assets, Tristan 
has managed in recent times to graft much- 
needed consistency on to his game; in 1990 
he was a quarter-finalist in eight big 
tournaments, including the British and 
European Opens, and won the Ipanema 
Open. Surfing, fishing and music are the 
principal interests of this man who likes the 
outdoor life. Until 1990 Nancarrow had 
never gone beyond the second round of the 
World Open, but last year in Toulouse he 
won his way through to the semi-finals 
before losing to compatriot Chris Dittmar. 
Not the man you’d want to meet in a major 
event on one of his good days....

1991 LINEUP: BRYAN BEESON
ENGLISH ■ DORN 26/7/60, NORTHUMBRIA • WORLD NUMBER 12

Handyman, all-round sportsman, former 
hospital technician: Bryan Beeson seems to 
have done it all, which may explain why he 
came rather late to the international squash 
arena. His first big success was winning the 
National Championships in 1986, two years 
after finishing runner-up, while the 
following year saw some highly creditable 
last-four finishes in New Zealand, Malaysia 
and London. While a new generation of 
young English players clamour for attention, 
“old man” Beeson still leads the way.
Turning 31 on the eve of the 1991 Men’s 
World Open, the left-hander from the far 
North is captain of his country. European 
Champion of Champions in 1988, Beeson 
has a win over Jansher Khan among his 
credentials, and was a quarter-finalist in the 
1989 World Open - though last year he went 
out to compatriot Paul Carter in the opening 
round. He is a tournament winner in places 
as far apart as Finland and Brazil. Made the 
last eight of this year’s British Open, losing 
to the revitalised Jahangir. As well as being 
an eminently practical man, Bryan is also a 
great lover of music and reading.



1991 LINEUP: THE OTHER CONTENDERS
IS THERE A DARK HORSE IH THE FIELD?

Up-and-Coming England
The last 18 months have seen something of a 
renaissance in English squash, with several 
young players breaking into the top 20 or 30 in 
the world. Del HARRIS is starting to make his 
presence felt after an exasperating run of illness 
and injury over the past two years. He reached 
the last eight of this year’s British Open, using 
his ferocious power on the volley as a major 
weapon en route to a meeting with Chris 
Dittmar. World Junior Champion in 1988, he 
made regular journeys to the last eight or last 
four in his early international appearances until 
his back began to play up. Lost to Dittmar in 
the second round of the 1991 World Open. 
Currently ranked at number 15 in the world,
Del turns 22 just in time for the Adelaide 
tournament.
Two youngsters have helped put English squash 
firmly back on the map in the last year or so. 
Yorkshire-based Simon PARKE rose 21 places 
in the May world rankings to his best-ever slot 
at number 16, confirming the talent that took 
him to the 1990 World Junior title - a 
tournament where he lost a miserly one game in 
14 matches. Learned a lot from Dittmar in 
league squash in Britain, and took the British 
Open U nder-19 title at the start of this season. 
He then followed his defeat 
of Rodney Martin in the 
Scottish Open with an 
equally good win over Chris 
Robertson in the British 
before Martin took his 
revenge in the quarters.
Will no doubt endear 
himself to Aussie spectators 
- the sportsman he most 
admires is G. Norman, golfer.

6 6  ...a n d  you have a pool 

of ta lent that makes 

England the biggest rival 

to Australia 99

Peter MARSHALL is the other young 
Englishman making his mark and now in the 
top 20 for the first time at number 17. He beat 
Parke 3-0 for the 1990 Italian Open title and 
was in the last eight in both Canada and 
Holland, and has won the European Junior and 
World Young Masters titles to underline his 
potential. Is this because of his style or despite 
it.? Peter is unique in adapting to the close 
confines of the squash court the two-handed 
shots now prevalent on the tennis scene. Using 
double-Esters on both wings, he is known for 
hitting dingers - but can also be caught short on 
the forehand side. Registered another good win 
over Harris in this year’s Welsh Classic, then 
took Mark Maclean’s scalp in this year’s British 
Open before going down to Rod Martin.
Add to this list the names of world number 20 
Chris Walker, Jason Nicolle at number 19 and 
Paul Carter at 25, and you have a pool of talent 
that makes England the biggest rival to 
Australia in the bid to monopolise the upper 
echelons of the men’s game.

The Welsh Wizard
W hile England is on the march, one man is 
standing firm across the western border: Adrian 
DAVIES of Wales ranks 10th in the world at 
the moment, and was the prime mover in the 
regeneration of squash in that country, helping 
create the Welsh Classic which is now one of 
the premier events on the world circuit. Davies 
had a second victory in the Dutch Open to 
underline his form at the end of 1990, beating 
Marshall on the way. Bom at Carmarthen in 
January 1966, Adrian is the joker in the pack of 
rather poker-faced squash players on the 
professional stage - appearances in polka-dot 
shorts have been known to raise a smile or two 
when things were threatening to get serious!
One of the first to start using the large-headed 
racket, Adrian got to the last 16 of the 1990 
World Open before succumbing to Jansher in 
three.

The Kiwi Warrior
In a game where youth tends to have the upper 
hand, Ross NORM AN may without insult be 
called the old warhorse of world squash. Born in 
January 1959, the New Zealander has recently 
forced his way back into the top ten after setting 
aside thoughts of retirement following his 
commercial flying course. Something about 

Toulouse must agree 
with Ross: who can 
forget that 1986 World 
Open when he at last 
wrested Jahangir’s crown 
from him? Then last 
year at the same venue, 
just back on the circuit, 
Norman ousted Rod 

Martin in five and gave Jansher a hard enough 
time in the quarters to show he is not quite 
ready to hang up the racket yet. W ith enough 
character to fight back from a career-threatening 
knee injury, and a quiverful of titles to his name, 
Norman was, with Jahangir, one of the great 
squash names of the Eighties. Is there enough 
fire left to set Adelaide alight?

The “other” Pakistani
If you’re a Pakistani professional squash player 
and your name’s not Khan, it must be hard to 
make your mark. But Mir Zaman GUL is doing 
just that, even if the July rankings dropped him 
to world number 13. Karachi-bom in 1967, Mir 
Zaman has twice won the Danish Open and 
boasts a string of last-four and quarter-final 
appearances in other top events - including last 
year’s World Open, when he was denied a place 
in the semi-finals by Tristan Nancarrow.
Started this season well with a quarter-final 
appearance in the Scottish Open but was an 
early-round loser in both the French and British. 
His long suit is dogged persistence, with come
backs from seemingly hopeless positions the 
Zaman trademark.

1991 MEN’S WORLD OPEN DRAW
Date 30/31-7-91 
Venue Kidman Park

1-8-91 2-8-91 3-8-91
A.E.C. A.E.C. A.E.C.

4-8-91
A.E.C.

1. Jansher Khan ^30/6 pm ^  K

— 7. 00pm

4. John Ransome
L30/9pm

7. Mir Zaman Gul

9. Chris Dittmar

13. Tristan Nancarrow

15. Rodney Eyles
16. Anthony Hill
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30/8 pm
12 Noon

31/6 pm

31/6 pm L lA £Y /,J
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K I O T O 31/9 pm 4j\Ar££j*

23. Umar Hayat Khan
24. Chris Robertson

31/9 pm b & iO
9.00pm

31/7 pm r t p f u - t . V

27. Austin Adarraga
28. Bryan Beeson

29. Chris Walker
30. Peter Marshall

r

3.00pm
31/7 PmA /

^31/8 pm

32. Jahangir Khan

31/8 pm 'itC
1.00pm

T j y .

7.00pm

1.00pm
l.30/9 Pm >

^30/7 pm

"  6 .0 0 D m \-- - - -
30/7 pm K /

6.00pm

hMi

9.00pm

5.00pm

Australian Sports Commission

4.00pm

2 ) l A r t .

7.00pm

;3.30pm _

S o u t h  A u s t r a l ia

F o u n d a t i o n
S . A .

1. Jansher Khan 5. Rodney Martin 9. Ross Norman 13. Adrian Davies
2. Jahangir Khan 6. Brett Martin 10. Mir Zaman Gul 14-Sami Elopuro
3. Chris Robertson 7. Tristan Nancarrow 11. Rodney Eyles 15. Simon Parke
4. Chris Dittmar 8. Bryan Beeson 12. Del Harris 16. Peter Marshall



IF JANSHER KHAN’T, KHAN JAHANGIR?
One of the most satisfying spectacles in 
sport is the renaissance of a great 
champion -  and squash in 1991 has 
thrown up the thrilling sight of its 
greatest exponent scaling heights many 
felt were now beyond him. Jahangir 
Khan may well be ready, here in 
Adelaide, to resume the mantle his name 
bestowed on him: “Conqueror of the 
World” .

At the end of 1990, though, the prospect of 
the squash world ever again falling at the 
conqueror’s feet seemed unlikely, to say the 
least. Demotivated, falling well below the 
standards of fitness that were formerly his 
hallmark, Jahangir took a five-month break 
from the game. Marriage seemed another 
step on the road to settling down and 
forgetting the pressures of top-flight sport. 
Was retirement from the game now a 
realistic prospect?

If so, would his Pakistani namesake Jansher - 
already three times World Open champion - 
go on to dominate the world game as 
Jahangir once had? The questions, in the 
end, were entirely hypothetical: early in 
1990 Jahangir was back - with a vengeance.

A semi-final in Wales, a losing final in 
Spain - and then a devastating return to 
form took him to four successive 
tournament victories, the highlight being 
his historic tenth success in the prestigious 
British Open.

More satisfying, perhaps, than anything, was 
the fact that the beaten opponent in that 
British final was none other than Jansher. 
Jahangir, it seemed, had conquered the 
world again - and tamed the man whose 
name means “Soul of the Tiger” in the 
process.

The two were scheduled to meet again in a 
special series of challenge matches in 
Australia as the World Open approached. 
Jahangir, sadly, had to return to his native 
Pakistan to he with an ailing relative - hut 
his withdrawal opened the door for Chris 
Dittmar to step in and offer another 
intriguing guide to the events unfolding this 
week in Adelaide.

“The mother of all grudge matches", they 
called that Melbourne meeting as Australia’s 
world number three took on the world’s top 
player - a clash of more than on-court styles,

Defending champion and world 
number 1 Jansher: Khan he do it 
again?

a locking of horns between two characters 
who are almost literally worlds apart. In the 
end it was the pugnacious Dittmar, by then 
well into his intensive World Open build
up, who took out a sluggish Jansher in four, 
and earned a handy $20,000 for his 70 
minutes’ work.

A few days later, in Hong Kong, Jahangir 
underlined the renewed threat from his 
racket with a four-game victory over Jansher 
in another special challenge match. Do 
these results make Dittmar or Jahangir 
favourites for the Men’s World Open? Not if 
Jansher can help it, or if a number of other 
Australians have anything to do with it.
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Dark horses: Australia’s 
Rodney Eyles (left) and 
Sami Elopuro of Finland.

Foremost among the latter is world number 
four Chris Robertson. Small men are often 
the toughest fighters, and Chris, at a 
respectable 1.71 metres, is one of the 
smallest in the upper echelons of men’s 
world squash. In addition to his natural 
combativeness, Chris has a lot to prove after 
mediocre early-season form explained in part 
by niggling injury.

Like Chris, Australia’s other strong-on-paper 
contingent of title challengers come off less- 
than-spectacular early-season fonn, to judge 
by their own exacting standards. One 
exception is Rodney Martin, who suffered a 
second-round exit in the Scottish Open but 
came back to be runner-up in France and 
beaten semi-finalist in the British Open - 
and both losses were at the hands of 
Jahangir.

Tristan Nancarrow’s season contains a 
quarter-final appearance in Spain, hut also a 
string of first- and second-round defeats, but 
the mercurial, moustachioed Nancarrow can 
never be counted out on the big occasion.

Further down the ranking list, some of 
squash’s rising stars will he out to leave their 
imprint on the world’s premier tournament. 
Del Harris of England, reconstructing his 
career after being dogged by illness and 
injury, leads his country’s challenge, but

breathing down Del’s neck are young bloods 
like Peter Marshall - he of the double-sided 
two-hander - and tough Yorkshire-based 
Simon Parke, the man with Rod Martin’s 
scalp on his belt already this year.

Elsewhere there are dangerous outsiders like 
Finland’s Sami Elopuro, old warhorse Ross 
Norman of New Zealand, and contenders 
from as far afield as Egypt, Wales and 
Canada. But with no disrespect to the other 
nations visiting Australian shores, it is hard 
to see anything other than a Pakistani or 
Australian victory in the end. If Jansher 
Khan’t, Khan Jahangir - and could one of 
the two Chrisses cross them both?

SQUASHWORD SOLUTION

MEN’S WORLD OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
PREVIOUS WINNERS
This year’s event is the 15th World Open Championship. Created by the then fledgling 
International Squash Players’ Association, the World Open was first staged in 1976. 
There was at that time a separate World Individual Championship run under the 
auspices of the International Squash Rackets Federation, initially for amateurs only 
until 1980, and staged from 1967-83. There was no World Open tournament in 1978, 
but since 1979 it has been an annual event for men.

1976 London Geoff HUNT (Aus) bt Mohibullah Khan (Pak) 7-9 9-4 8-10 9-2 9-2
1977 Adelaide HUNT bt Qamar Zaman (Pak) 9-5 10-9 0-9 1-9 9-4
1979 Toronto HUNT bt Zaman 9-2 9-3 9-2
1980 Adelaide HUNT bt Zaman 9-0 9-3 9-3
1981 Toronto JAHANGIR Khan (Pak) ht Hunt (Aus) 7-9 9-1 9-2 9-2
1982 B’ham JAHANGIR ht Dean Williams (Aus) 9-2 6-9 9-1 9-1
1983 Munich JAHANGIR bt Chris Dittmar (Aus) 9-3 9-6 9-0
1984 Karachi JAHANGIR bt Zaman 9-0 9-3 9-4
1985 Cairo JAHANGIR bt Ross Norman (NZ) 9-4 4-9 9-5 9-1
1986 Toulouse NORMAN bt Jahangir 9-5 9-7 7-9 9-1
1987 B’ham JANSHER Khan (Pak) bt Dittmar 9-5 9-4 4-9 9-6
1988 Am’dam JAHANGIR bt Jansher 9-6 9-2 9-2
1989 K Lumpur JANSHER bt Dittmar 7-15 6-15 15-415-11
1990 Toulouse JANSHER bt Dittmar 15-817-15 13-15 15-'

PREVIOUS WINNERS OF 
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
WOMEN’S TITLE
(South Australian unless otherwise 
indicated)

1956 L McGuire

1957 L McGuire
1958 No winner

1959 L McGuire 

1960J Shearer

1961 J Shearer
1962 L Eiler

1963 J Tilly 

(nee Shearer)

1964 J Tilly

1965 M Tierney

1966 M Tierney

1967 M Tierney

1968 M Tierney

1969 M Tierney
1970 M Tierney

1971 M Tierney

1972 M Tierney

1973 A Boucaut

1974 A Boucaut

1975 M Tierney

1976 V Hoffmann

1977 V Hoffmann

1978 V Hoffmann
1979 V Hoffmann

1980 V Hoffmann

1981 R Thome 

(Qld)
1982 R Thome

1983 V Hoffmann

1984 S Devoy (NZ)

1985 S Devoy

1986 LOpie (Eng)

1987 V Cardwell (nee 

Hoffmann)

1988 V Cardwell

1989 S Devoy

1990 S Devoy

1991 MEN’S WORLD OPEN PRIZE FUND (U.S. DOLLARS)
% $ $

1ST 18 21,600 21,600
2ND 12 14,400 14,400
3RD/4TH 7 8,400 16,800
5TH/8TH 4.5 5,400 21,600
9TH/16TH 2.75 3,300 26,400
17TH/32ND 1 1,200 19,200

TOTAL $120,000

S.A. WOMEN’S OPEN PRIZE FUND (U.S. DOLLARS)
% $ $

1ST 18 2,520 2,520
2ND 12 1,680 1,680
3RD/4TH 7 980 1,960
5TH/8TH 4.5 630 2,520
9TH/16TH 2.75 385 3,080
17TH/32ND 1 140 2,240

TOTAL $14,000
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RED dO t  SOFTWARE
Taking up the Squash Challenge

Phone 61 -02-520-0619 Fax 61 -02-548-1452
84 SI ad den Road 

Engadine NSW 2233 
Australia

PRISON YARD TO PAKISTAN:
SQUASH AND THE WORLD OPEN
“The essence of squash could, with care, 
be written on the back of a postage 
stamp. But one can spend a lifetime 
failing to master the game.” Rex 
Bellamy’s two sentences brilliantly sum 
up the paradox of squash, a game of 
gladiatorial simplicity -  one player 
against another in a fight to the sporting 
death -  which combines brute force with 
skill and cunning in virtually equal 
measure.

The paradox continues in any study of the 
sport’s origins. Beginning as a form of 
physical recreation for debtors locked away 
in London’s Fleet Prison in the eighteenth 
century, squash emerged in rather more 
recognisable form -  and more desirable 
surroundings -  at Harrow School a hundred 
years later. In its early days, however, the 
game had no real standing of its own and 
was used as a form of preparation for the 
greater rigours of rackets, played on a 
considerably larger court.

“Squash” as a name has nothing to do with 
the desire to crush the opponent, and 
everything to do with the type of ball used in 
the early days. Two variants were available: 
the “harder” or the “squash” ball, the latter 
eventually finding favour as it offered greater 
feel and variety of stroke.

Not until 1907 did the Tennis and Rackets 
Association feel moved to create a squash 
sub-committee, by which time, in a distant 
comer of the empire, moves were afoot that 
would lead, a half-century later, to a genuine 
revolution in the game. Fostered among the 
wealthy middle classes whose scions adorned 
the British Army and Civil Service, squash 
went with them to India, where the 
Peshawar Club had its first courts as early as 
1901.

By 1924 a common code of rules had been 
established, with London’s Bath Club 
playing a central role -  the Lord’s or 
Wimbledon of squash, so to speak -  and four 
years later the Squash Rackets Association 
came into being to confirm the emergent 
status of the “new” game.

Just as tennis had its early stars who paved 
the way for the sport’s growth, so squash 
owes much to a handful of major players 
who carried the game’s fortunes on their

PERSPEX COURT FOR PERFECT
SQUASH VISION

• Transparent, portable court with four sided 
see-through facility

• Special dot “wallpaper” allows one-way vision 
into court but closes out any distraction to 
players

• Wallpaper strips can be readily replaced if 
damaged

• Adaptable lighting for television; transparent 
front wall section to allow photography

• Less rebound requires higher energy input 
from players and favours shot-makers

• Weighs 5.2 tonnes; walls 15 mm ICI perspex, 
front wall 20 mm

• Takes 3 days to build, 10 hours to dismantle; 
packed in 8 boxes within one 20-foot container

shoulders. Though never achieving the 
fame of France’s “Four Musketeers” in tennis 
-  the golden age of Borotra and Lacoste -  
squash had its own “Three Musketeers”: 
Reed, Arnold and Johnson, who dominated 
the British and therefore the world game in 
the late Twenties.

The world was waiting, however, and it 
came to London in the Thirties in the shape 
of Egypt’s Abdel Fattah Amr, better known 
as Amr Bey. Winner of five successive 
British amateur titles, he performed the 
remarkable feat of taking both that event 
and the British Open in 1932-33, a feat that

South 
Australia's 

magnificent 
new Squash 

Visitm 
portable 

court



The growth of squash is 
illustrated at the media 
launch for the 1991 
Men’s World Open.

would not be repeated for over thirty years. 
He retired in 1938 -  at the advanced age of 
28. When squash emerged from the post
war doldrums, another Egyptian, the great 
Mahmoud El Karim, carried the flag: last 
winner of the British Open under its old 
challenge format, he went on to win the first 
three when the event became a knockout 
competition.

Players like Norman Borrett were then 
introducing into the game a peculiarly 
English philosophy: the elimination of risk 
at the expense of adventure, a school of 
thought we have seen spill over into cricket 
and soccer in more recent years. By that 
time, though, a new army of squash players 
was massing on foreign soil -  in a country 
where Britain’s fonnative role had been 
decisive. The new world order, heralded by 
North Africa, was about to he confirmed on 
the North West Frontier.

As British rule in India stuttered to a halt, 
civil discontent sparked into civil war, with 
partition arid the creation of East and West 
Pakistan as consequences. From the new 
country would come the new squash

dynasty: the fearsome Khans, led by the 
rather unlikely figure of Hashim Khan, the 
dominant player of the Fifties.

Small, barrel-chested and with an ever
present grin, Hashim -  his skills forged in 
long hours of practice on the courts of the 
Air Force Club at home -  reached London 
at the start of the new decade and promptly 
shook squash to its foundations with the 
verve, vigour and variety of his game. 
Adopting a simple philosophy -  “Play faster, 
change gear” -  Hashim claimed no fewer 
than seven British Opens in an age when 
that event was, to all intents and purposes, 
the championship of the world.

Even worse, from the others’ point of view, 
was the fact that when Hashim lost it was 
another Khan -  or Khans -  who won. The 
dynasty -  Hashim, Roshan, Azam and 
Mohibullah -  took 13 successive British 
Open titles before the elegant Egyptian 
Ahou Taleb took over in 1963 for a three- 
year reign at the top. In the post-Khan 
period, squash experienced something of a 
slump. Was it amateur or professional,

forward-looking or tied already to its own 
traditions? Happily the man with the 
answers was at hand: his name was neither 
Pakistani nor Egyptian -  it was Barrington.

Jonah Barrington, a fiercely independent 
man of Cornwall who elected to represent 
Ireland, may be credited with dragging his 
chosen sport into its truly modem era. 
Starting late in the game, Barrington 
dominated by sheer force of will and physical 
presence, taking the British Open from 
1966-68 -  the first postwar champion from 
Britain -  and delighted in taking up arms on 
the court against a new quartet of Pakistani 
invaders in the shape of Zaman, Alauddin, 
Jahan and Mohibullah Jnr.

His supreme adversary, however, would 
come from even farther afield. As squash 
started to gain a toehold in an Australian 
sporting scene dominated by cricket, tennis 
and football, an English team came Down 
Under in 1959 and routed the best the 
Antipodes could throw at them. Within 
four years, though, the Aussies in particular 
had learned their lesson: the trio of Hiscoe, 
Parmenter and Carter went to the UK and 
recorded 3-0 victories over England,
Pakistan and Britain.

Reserve on the 1963 tour was one Geoff 
Hunt, whose star rose just as a “proper”
World Championship was coming into 
being. In 1967 the International Squash 
Rackets Federation was bom, and itself 
spawned a World Championship with team 
and individual events, the latter surviving 
until 1983. With the creation of the 
International Squash Players’ Association 
(ISPA) in 1973, the door was opened to a 
genuine World Open, the first of which was 
duly staged in conjunction with the British 
Open in 1976 at Wembley.

First winner of the ISRF world title, Geoff 
Hunt of Australia was also the first man to 
take the World Open -  and defended it 
successfully three times. His on-court battles 
with Barrington are high-points of squash 
history, while the two men were largely 
instrumental in turning squash into a 
professional sport where top players could 
begin to make a decent living out of their 
skills.

For four years Hunt repelled Pakistani 
boarders as he captained the World Open 
ship; but in 1981 a new enemy appeared 
whose force was to prove irresistible.
Jahangir Khan was blessed with a name that 
was a prophecy waiting to be fulfilled: 
“Conqueror of the World”. Overcoming 
both physical frailty and crippling poverty,

Jahangir -  son of the great Roshan -  revived 
the fortunes of his native Pakistan in the 
world game and became the teenage 
phenomenon of squash at the start of the 
Eighties.

Victory over Hunt in Toronto in the World 
Open final in April 1981 launched Jahangir 
on a staggering unbeaten run that extended 
to the World Open final in Toulouse in 
November 1986, when Kiwi Ross Norman 
at last worked out how to halt his depressing 
series of defeats at the youngster’s hands. A 
year later, another Khan -  no relation -  
would thwart his compatriot, this time the 
man whose name means “Soul of the Tiger”: 
Jansher Khan, now firmly ensconced as 
world number one with Jahangir in hot 
pursuit. The World Open has been Khan 
property ever since, though Toulouse again 
featured unfortunately in Jahangir’s career 
when, mentally and physically exhausted, he 
withdrew from the 1990 event.

From prison yard to Pakistan, then, the game 
of squash has come a very long way; since 
Barrington’s symbolic gesture of selling a 
racket for one shilling to become a 
professional, and especially in the fifteen 
years since the inaugural World Open, that 
tournament has developed into an 
international television spectacular with 
prize money that caps a professional men’s 
circuit now worth over US$2 million 
annually. Australia has been in the van of 
squash’s growth; is 1991 the year for the 
New World to topple the ruling Khans.7



Racket and stringing specialists
Select from our huge range of rackets including

HEAD, PRO KENNEX, PRINCE, EMRIK, FIN, APOLLO, 
DUNLOP, SLAZENGER, CHEEDAH 

Choose from our comprehensive range of strings including

ASHAWAY, KLIPSPRINGER, GOSEN, TECHNIFIBRE

All rackets professionally strung on EKJEION4 stringing machines to your requirements

•GUARANTEEDCARBON FIBRE SPORTS REPAIRS 
• Personalised service and sensible advice to help you select your equipment

• Shoes • Grips • Accessories

R A C K ETS &  S TR IN G S  OFFERS YO U  A  1 0 %  D ISC O U N T O N N O N -SALE IT E M S  O N PR ESEN TA TIO N  O F T H IS  PR O G RA M M E

42 Rutland Avenue, Lockleys SA 5032 • Phone (08) 234 2049

G O V E R N O R

- 0 -T-C- t
H I N D M A R S H

Situated directly opposite the 
Adelaide Entertainment Centre

Authentic Thai Cuisine 
Available nightly

Plus our popular a la carte menu 
available for lunch & dinner

For Bookings ring: 340 0744

The Governor Hindmarsh Hotel 59 Port Rd Hindmarsh

/ ------------------------------------------------------------------------- \

LOIS’S
RESTAURANT

218 Port Road, Hindmarsh 

PH O N E  3 4 6  4 3 3 5

SPECIALISING  IN 
B U SIN E SSM E N ’S  

L U N C H E O N S

Open Monday to Friday 12.00 noon for lunch

S P E C IA L  W O RLD  SQ U A SH  
O PE N IN G  H O U R S

S aturday -  6 .3 0  p m  
S unday - 1 2  noon  

-  6 .3 0  pm

V______________________________________________ /

AEC SEATING PLAN

Homfray
Carpets

Australia

Homfray/Hycraft, manufacturers of fine carpets, with over hg 
combined experience are proud to have the opportunity of^g a speci2 
carpet in the State colours for the Adelaide Entertainment ,ltid offe'r 
our congratulations to all concerned with the design and coi^jon °f 3- 
magnificent Entertainment Centre.

For all enquiries, 
either Commercial or Domestic

C o n ta c t

H o m f r a y / H y c r a f t  C a r p e t s  p i D

76 McLaren Street, Adelaide SA 5000 

Contact Sandy Carr • Your Com m ercial Specialist

TELEPHONE (08) 232 1322 OR 223 39*8



Coachlines of Australia
I n c o r p o r a t i n g  Di a l *A*Bus  • G o l d e n  Ko a l a  S e r v i c e  

South Australian Owned and Operated • Adelaide’s Charter Specialists

TELEPHONE: (08) 332 2644 FACSIMILE: (08) 364 0711 

For all your coach travel requirements
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Proudly 
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TRADE DISPLAYS AT THE WORLD OPEN
AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION
The substantial contribution made to the staging of 
the Men’s World Open is in addition to the 
Australian Sports Commission’s overall support for 
Australian squash - a budget of almost $700,000 in 
1990-91.
The amalgamation of the former commission with 
the Australian Institute of Sport in 1989 
determined two major objectives: excellence at the 
elite level, and more widespread community 
involvement in sport. These aims dovetail 
perfectly with those of Squash Australia, the sport’s 
governing body in this country.
The ASC is committed to the fostering of efficient 
administration throughout Australian sport, to 
development programs for the young, for women 
and for the disabled, and to wide-ranging research 
into major issues such as the use of drugs in sport.

FOUNDATION S.A -  PROMOTING 
GOOD HEALTH
Major co-sponsor Foundation S.A. was established 
by the South Australian Government in 1988 to 
provide key sponsorship support to sports and arts 
bodies that assist in promoting health - and squash 
is an ideal vehicle for the National Heart 
Foundation’s message “Exercise: Make it Part of 
Your Day”.
An active life is important for everyone no matter 
what age. Any exercise is better than none. You 
can walk each day, take the stairs at work, play in a 
team sport, or join an exercise class, swim, cycle or 
run. Take some steps now to become a fitter, 
healthier, more active person. Exercise is good for 
many reasons. It can help reduce your risk of 
developing heart disease by improving blood fats, 
blood pressure and weight.
Regular exercise can also help you to become 
stronger and fitter, sleep better, relax more, 
concentrate better, reduce stress and improve 
posture.
You are well equipped for most exercises -  a set of 
arms and legs is all you need for most activities. 
And, while exercise is important, it’s also important 
to he a non-smoker, keep to a healthy weight, eat 
healthily -  more fruit, vegetables and bread, less 
fatty foods; drink alcohol moderately, if you drink -  
only one or two drinks a day; see your doctor to 
keep an eye on your blood pressure and cholesterol.

EMRIK APOLLO
Visitors to the Emrik Apollo stand can learn all 
about the processes involved in manufacturing 
squash balls in the Australian company’s ingenious 
display. Emrik Apollo will also be showing their 
full range of outstanding squash balls, tracksuits, 
courtwear, and footwear, not forgetting their 
extensive range of top quality squash rackets. The 
Emrik and Apollo ranges boast 24 rackets each, 11 
of which will be on show; along with the Emrik 
Maxima Longbridge and Catapult Maxiframe will 
be the top end rackets from the Apollo range, the 
Sabre Longbridge and Stealth Maxiframe. To carry 
all this equipment Emrik are also displaying their 
new all-purpose range of sports bags.

PRO-KENNEX
With more than 20 racket brands spread over 350 
models PRO-KENNEX are the world’s largest 
manufacturer, and one with a well-earned 
reputation for design and innovative technology.
In the early Eighties PRO-KENNEX produced the 
revolutionary teardrop racket head shape which 
increases the length of the vertical strings to give a 
larger hitting area and sweet spot.
A point of difference with the PRO-KENNEX XL 
Destiny Widebody Series is the throat bar the four 
main vertical strings connect with, ensuring even 
string tension and flex point, while the Round 
Shaft Technology guarantees minimal vibration 
and maximal flex. The three rackets in the XL 
Destiny series are guaranteed for six months - and 
guaranteed to give instant improvement in your 
squash game.

HEAD
With its Genesis and Antaris models, HEAD is 
leading the way in new squash racket technology. 
Four different models and three hitting sizes are 
available in a range whose 440 series provides 40% 
more hitting area, 50% more power and a sweet 
spot enlarged by 95%.
Both types of racket show' profiles of the Wide- 
Body-Design type, offering high rigidity and thus 
enormous power. Playing comfort with no sacrifice 
of great power are design considerations 
consistently present throughout each of the two 
models.
HEAD translates this into very aerodynamic 
profiles which allow for excellent handling on the 
court. The new' collection guarantees more power 
and more playing enjoyment.

SCHWEPPES DRINKS
Schweppes Drinks is delighted to be involved w'ith 
the Grand Prix office as a support sponsor of the 
prestigious 1991 World Open.
Schweppes has a proud tradition of supporting 
sporting endeavours and community involvement, 
in keeping with the Schweppes range of refreshing 
beverages for the enjoyment of people of all ages.
In addition to this sponsorship, Schweppes have 
entered into a long term agreement tor the supply 
of beverages to the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre.
The Schw'eppes quality range of refreshing 
beverages includes Schweppes Cola, Schweppes 
Lemonade, Schweppes Mineral Water, Schweppes 
Fruit Juices, Solo, Sunkist, and of course Schweppes 
Tonic Water, Soda Water, Bitter Lemon and Dry 
Ginger Ale.
Schweppes Drinks extends congratulations to the 
South Australian Government on the magnificent 
facilities provided by the Entertainment Centre and 
for securing the 1991 World Open for Adelaide.

CHEEDAH SPORTS AUST. PTY LTD

Heart
Foundation

Australian Sports Commission

A e m k i k A  APOLLO

KENNEX
Th* W orld* L argest R acquet M anufacture



From our home in the heart of Southeast Asia, 
we bring you traditional Malaysian hospitality. 
The warm, friendly Malaysian smiles and the 
sincere caring gestures that make us more 
than just another modem airline.
Experience this unique service when you fly 
on board the DC-10 to Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia's capital city. Our flight departs 
Adelaide every Friday via Darwin.
As a discerning traveller, you'll also appreciate 
the exceptional comfort and luxury of our 
Golden Club Class.
To over 80 destinations, across 5 continents, 
the world is enjoying the genuine warmth 
and charm that only Malaysians can offer.

ENCHANTMENT WHEREVER YOU ELY

F O R  TR A V E L E N Q U IR IE S  P H O N E  Y O U R  A F T A  TR A V E L A G E N T  O R  M A L A Y S IA  A IR L IN E S  O N  2 3 1  5 3 2 0

OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS TO THE WORLD OPEN
RED DOT SOFTWARE (02 4518727)
The processing of match results, a major part of the 
running of any squash tournament, is a time- 
consuming and tedious task. With the ever- 
increasing pressure on officials for accurate and 
timely provision of results, the use of computers was 
commissioned in 1990 for the Women’s World 
Squash Championships to assist tournament 
officials.
As evidenced by the success of those 
Championships, held in Sydney in October 1990, 
the tournament’s computer management system 
provided not only a results format but on-line 
management of the 128-player triple plate draw. 
Red Dot Software, an Australian software house 
providing custom-designed software systems to 
sporting bodies and small business, have further 
enhanced their tournament management system for 
the 1991 Men’s World Open Squash 
Championship, providing officials, players and 
media representatives with fast, easy access to up- 
to-the-minute results and player information.

OLIVETTI AUSTRALIA (02 748 2600)
Olivetti, well knowm for its involvement in 
Fonnula One Grand Prix motor racing, motor cycle 
racing and downhill ski racing, is providing more 
than $40,000 worth of state-of-the-art equipment 
for the duration of the 1991 Men’s World Open 
Squash Championship.
The Olivetti computer system of five 286 colour 
work-stations, file-server and four laser printers, will 
run Red Dot software specially designed for squash 
tournaments.
Special scoresheets are provided for each game, 
detailing players, time, place and court number. 
Completed match results are entered into an 
Olivetti computer in the control centre, and the 
next rounds for players automatically calculated. 
Displays of the draws as they are determined will he 
located in the Media Centre and public viewing 
areas, with a history of each of the players and a 
ranking table constantly available.
Triumph Adler, Olivetti’s sister company, will be 
supplying photocopiers, facsimile machines and 
typewriters for use during the tournament.

EMRIK APOLLO (02 736 3288)
The official ball for the Men’s World Open is 
supplied by Australian manufacturer Merco, a 
division of Emrik Apollo.

The close working relationship between Merco and 
Emrik Apollo has resulted in the recent 
introduction of a new range of squash balls 
developed through extensive testing and improved 
formulations.

Merco balls were used when Australia’s Geoff Hunt 
won the World Open here in Adelaide in 1977; 
their use this year links the event to a successful 
past and a bright future as Merco technology is at 
the forefront of innovative television techniques 
bringing the sport to a wider audience.

ADELAIDE MOTORS BMW m  414 3111)
Adelaide Motors recently opened its brand new' 
BMW complex at 21 West Terrace (comer 
Hindley Street) in the city. The move on May 
29th marked the start of a new tradition for BMW 
in Adelaide bringing together both new' and 
approved vehicles along w'ith sendee and spare 
parts facilities previously located in Gouger Street. 
“The new facility has been designed to exacting 
standards to improve our levels of Customer 
Service”, commented Philip Connelly, Dealer 
Principal. The new BMW Complex is one of the 
most modern BMW facilities in the world, utilising 
the very latest BMW vehicle diagnostic equipment 
in the After-sales division, along with in-house 
training facilities for sales, service and spare parts 
staff. The opening of the new complex re-enforces 
the high level of commitment Adelaide Motors and 
BMW Australia have to the South Australian 
motoring public.

AUSTRALIAN SPORTS MEDICINE 
FEDERATION LIMITED (08 2118002)
The Australian Sports Medicine Federation is a 
multi-disciplinary organisation whose membership 
includes all professions involved in sport, science 
and medicine. Their aims include the promotion of 
health through fitness and improvement in life
styles; enhancement of performance through 
scientific research and its application; prevention of 
injury through education, improvements in 
facilities and equipment and the production of 
guidelines for safer exercise and sporting 
participation; immediate and continuing effective 
management of medical problems and injuries 
associated with sport and recreation.

FOREST RAIN PREMIUM WATER (08276 7680)
Forest Rain Premium Water, available in South 
Australia October 1990, is an alternative to spring 
water. Because of the pollutants man continues to 
place into our environment, concern that some of 
these pollutants may reach the springs of our 
Adelaide Hills has encouraged us to develop Forest 
Rain Premium Water -  a unique non-chemical 
purifying process which allows us to remove all 
bacteria, heavy metals, etc, but to retain the 
calcium and potassium salts essential to a healthy 
body.

UNITED MOTORS RETAIL LTD (O82121000)
Established since 1924, United Motors took on 
Subaru in July 1989. From day one it has been 
Subaru’s number one South Australian dealer, with 
the State’s largest range of Subam models on show 
at the new premises at 31 West Terrace, Adelaide. 
The striking Subaru Liberty, whose constant 4WD 
model with its outstanding handling and 
perfonnance went on sale in Australia in July 1990, 
was voted the inaugural winner of the Wheels 
annual Quality Car of the Year. The Liberty range, 
offering an unrivalled three-year/100,000 km 
warranty, has grabbed a strategic share of the 
medium car market in the twelve months to 
February 1991.
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