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Tournament Director Letter

It is .1 pleasure lor me lo  welcome the finest wom en squash 

players in ihc w orld  1 0  Seattle to  perform  for the first tim e  

before some of the world's most enthusiastic and com m itted  

squash Ians.

I lie Phil Smart Mercedes-Benz W om en’s W orld  Squash 

( 'hampionships are the first w orld  professional squash 

championships ever held in the U n ited  States, aiu l we are 

forever grateful to  P h il Sm art Jr. and our sponsors w ho have 

made it possible for us to  welcome the w orld .

( )ver the next seven days, squash w ill join the long list of sports 

that have discovered Seattle as a w orld  class venue and 

spectacular host. As visitors, if you are expecting com m itted  

genuine organizers, superior hospitality, a terrific sense o l team  

spirit and enthusiastic fans, you have certainly come to  the 

right place. Seattle, you w ill never forget.

I want m  offer my sincere apprec iation i<> Scott ( iilrc a ih , 

V irg in ia Kennedy and Andrew Shelly for their confidence in 

me and their relentless support and com m itm ent over the past 

six months. I d  like to thank Western Athletic ( ’ luh’s corporate 

management and stall fo rg iv ing  10 0%  support all the way. 

M y  appreciation also goes out to  Hashim  Khan lor his 

wonderful exhibition, and to Jahangir Khan lor helping me 

m ake this event successlul. I ’liank  you Barbara hederick  

and I  )o ri\ W ong for helping us raise funds for ( lancer l  ifeline, 

and to everyone w ho purchased a ticket and/or made a donation 

to  I  lancer Lifeline Ibgcthcr, everyone's overwhelming support 

has ultim ately made our venture a huge success, as w ell as the 

hundreds ol individuals w ho gave a hand liecausc they v.tre 

about squash.

lo  our sponsors, the best friends squash could ever have, our 

sincere gratitude. I hank you to  the players for elevating the 

game of squash to  yet greater heights, and, finally, rhank you 

to  the members of the Seattle A thletie (H ub  for helping give 

squash players of the w orld  a royal welcome.

I have no doubt that whether you arc an athlete, coach, official, 

sponsor, patron or fan, these seven days in Seattle w ill he long 

remembered lor athletic excellence and the m aking of new  

friendships. II  you have the tim e of your life here at the Seattle 

Athletic (H ub , then your hosts and organizers w ill have been 

well rewarded. I lave a wonderful visit, and best wishes 

to  everyone.

Yusuf Khan  

Tournam ent D irector



\  M k  '  i i  i r  \

Seattle Athletic Club Letter

W /  ' n ,lu - ( , n  l*cliall o l i I k- .V aiilc  A ihlciic C lu b  n tcm krs  

W a n d  M all, w r  arc delighted at th e  opportun ity  to  host 

the l ‘)*J9 W IS I ’A W orld  Cham pionship  Squash tournam ent. 

W e are particularly proud that this is the first world title  squash 

tournam ent to  ever take place in  the U n ited  States.

Since ns inception in 1982, the Neanle Athletic C lu b  has been 

one «»l the prem ier .squash clubs in the world. W e have been 

fortunate in host the U n ited  States ( )pen < ,’h.tmpionships oil 

tw o occasions ami ate the hom e to  many l  IS Cham pions. 

A nd. every year, we host num erous tournam ents and special 

•k m  ines lot our members and  the squash co m m un ity  o f the 

Pacific Northw est. W e began our involvem ent w ith  W IS P A  

last year by hosting one of their tour events, the first ever 

in Seattle.

C )vcr these past I 7  years. Yusuf K lian lias piesided over our 

squash program as our head professional. W e ate all fortunate 

indeed to  have one o f  the true all tim e greats of the game call 

out • lub borne. At present, bis son Ayub and daughter Sbabaoa 

round out our exceptional team of pros. Sbabana and sister 

La i ash a k i t h  compete on the W IS P A  circuit, and ate ranked 

27 th  am i 19th in  the w o t Id . respectively. T h e  entire  Khan 

fam ily  i \  to  l*e praised fo r their skill, com m itm ent and effort 

in  organizing this tournam ent.

I would be iciilivs it I d id  not thank our m ajor sponsor Phil 

Smart | i . . of Phil Smart Mercedes-lien/., Phil's ongoing  

generosity and support of the game of squash arc tru ly  

remarkable. N o  event <>l this magnitude happens w ith o u t a 
m.ifoi sponsor, as well as m any other sponsors. Please pass 

along a big thank-you and a pat on the back to  Phil and all 

of the event sponsor*.

W e are very pleased to  announce that the proceeds from  this 

event w ill k n e f i t  a local charity. Cancer Lifeline, fills  

outstanding organization provides a variety o f  programs and 

services to  c a n c e l  patients and survivors and their families, 

co-workers and friends.

In  all of ibe players, we welcom e you to the Seattle Athletic  

( lob and wish you the best of lin k  in pursuit o f  the title  of 

w orld  champion. W e truly hope you enjoy your stay in Seattle, 

and look forw ard to  your return for future events-

I banks to  each and every person for your support o f this 

tournam ent. It is a rare privilege to  k -  associated w ith  an event 

that creates so many [Mi.sitive experiences lot so m any people.

Scott 1 irbeath
Regional < la tera l Manager



USSRA President Letter

D ear fe llow  Squash Fndiusiasls:

On behalf o f the* I  luitcd S uns Squash Racquets Association, 

I ’d  like 1 0  welcome all of I lie lom petiio rs . visitors, 

sponsors, W orld  Squash federation members anil friends ol 

squash co the W om en ’s W orld  (Championship.

W'e are very proud co be hosting this event lo i the lust tim e  

h i  ilie IJn iied  Suites. Seattle has worked very hard to  prepare 

for d ie  tournam ent, and I'd  like to  com plim ent Yusuf Khan, 

his fam ily  and the many volunteers on the great job  they’ve 

done in p u llin g  diis fantastic event together.

ifacn Haidie III
President. United States Squash Racquets Association

f lu n k  you to  our m ajor sponsor, Phil Sm art Mercedes Ben/, 

loi tlie ii support of the event f lu n k  you to  the Seattle Squash 

Raiquecs Association fo r the arm y o f volunteers that it takes 

to  m ake an event o f this s i/e  successful.

Very fr i l ly  You is,

Fbcn I  la id ie  I I I

President. U n ited  States Squash Racquets .Association

Y O U I I  B I  S U R P R I S E D  W H A T  T H E

R I G H T  W E B  S O L U T I O N S  C A N  D O  F O  R

I  H E  F L O W  O F  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S .

medlaevents.tom



Every single event on oui W orld  lour is im portant to  W ISPA  

- I  l o i n  the smallei events much needed by aspiring players, 

lig lu  lip to the elite k in d  ol < ir.tnd 1 N ix events. I lowevci, e.u It 

yeai one cham pionship stands alone as our most significant 

date on ihe laleiidai. Ii is. of course, our W orld  ( )pen. It 

pmviiles women's squash w ith  its highest profile media event, 

and out players w ith  the most im |H > iunt title.

I his year we are hugely indebted to  Yusuf K han and bis family 

lo r  . lid d in g  that they w ould  take the event o n  in Seattle and 

then pull together all the strands that m ake it work.

M any ol us made our first visit to  Seattle when Yusuf hosted 

the Phil S m a ll Mercedes H en / O pen . W e know  that his 

daughters Shabana and I ataslu, being top W IS P A  membcis 

hum  N o rth  America, would ensure ihat the things we need 

liu m  a playing point ol view would he well handled hut (lie 

general hosting was memorable too.

W e are gratelul then to  the Seattle A thletic C lu b /I >owntown, 

the sponsors and helpers, and we are sure they w ill build upon 

that success this year. I hanks are cspei ia lly  due to  Phil Smart 

Mercedes-Hen/. Boeing and the o ther sponsors w ho  have 

ensured an appropriate p i i / r  fund for the W orld  O pen, through

Thank You Sponsors

Andersen Consulting

Boeing

Bravo

( -handler &  Associates 

Cobalt C iroup  

ConnectO S C Corporation 

Dunlop

l o u r  Seasons ( ) |ym p ic  I lo tc l 

G irvin
Strategic Branding &  Design 

Microsoft

N W  Calibration Systems

our general media coordination we are sure that they w ill get 

excellent coverage, im portant in n i in m  ially. hut also to  us as 

we try  to  raise die profile ol lop flight women's squash.

I he other certainly is that we w ill receive another great helping 

o f  rfi.it Am erican hospitality that is stu b a feature of the 

burgeoning W IS P A  W ot Id  lour. U S A  provides several great 

events for us. and car It is a treat to  come to. but the W orld  

° p o .  is the pinnacle.

So thanks Yusuf. Ayub. I  .u.isln and Shabana lor orchestrating 

affairs, and also to  all the companies am i individuals w ho arc 

contributing  in  so many different ways. W e look forw ard to  

personally thanking  you as we compete in Seattle.

See you there.

Sarah l ;it/-G era ld  

W IS P A  President

Pacific M arket International 

Pacific Plaza I lotcl 

Paramount Hotel

PDS

Phil Smart Mercedes-Benz

Roosevelt Hotel

Scougal Rubber ( Corporation

SSRA

Stratus

lorn Douglas Restaurants 

Tully's 

USSRA
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Cancer Lifeline Fact Sheet

M IS S IO N

lb  piovide u n o iiu ii.il su|>|uni. resource inform ation  .uul 

co m m un ity  resources in  people liv ing w ith  cancer: cancer 

patients, (lic it lamilics, co-workers and friends.

H IS T O R Y

Founded in 19 7  ( by a cancer patient w ho could tun find the 

com m unity resources and support site needed to  help her "live 

w ith  it.' Hccanu* a United W av agency in 1975.

C U R R E N T  S E R V IC E S

• M u re  l lu n  '.0 0 0  people are served annually ilirougli 

present.iiions, programs and  services.

• (>1 d ie  '.0 0 0 . 5 .4 0 0  are callers w ho  arc served anm iallv  

through d ie  statewide, to ll free 24-hour Lifeline.

• ( h lio r programs and services include th e  following:

Fam ily Support Program A fam ily  consultant meets in the 

hom e io open lines o l com m unication, clarify concerns and 

help lamilics deal w iili die impact o f  cancer.

W orkplace (  am suliation  5111,111 group seminars held on site 

m  die workplat e help managers and co-workers address issues 

ih.u cancel creates on the job.

M ovem ent Awareness Id  assist wom en ol all ages w ho have 

experienced breast cancer in regaining personal powei and 

h iihio I through the u w  o l m ovem ent, dance and  exerc ise.

K id s '/I’arents' G ro up - Kids have tun and n u k e  friends while 

identifying feelings and learning coping skills. Parents' G roup  

held com  intently.

Relaxation. M ed itation  &  Visualization I earn how  to  reduce 

tension and anxiety by w orking  in harm ony w ith  the body.

f ood, ( .nicer f t  Recovery W h a t’s the link!'

What you can do.

Exercise f t  ( .nicer I his educational workshop le a c  hes canc e l 

survivors how  to  create and m aintain a personalized 

exen iso program.

G en tle  Yoga I earn to  relax and  stretch tense muscles and 

breathe w ith  ease and awareness.

I  Icaling  A rts  Program - A  w ide variety of creative experienc es 

in a supportive com m unity encourages em otional healing Iron) 

gaitlcniiig  to  painting and poetry.

( .urrent Volunteers

24 L ife line Volunteers

3 0  frien d s  o f  G am er Lifeline Com m ittee

2 1 Hoard of Directors

IS  M edical Advisory < rim m itiec

Staff

Barbara Frederick. Executive 1 > iieuor

lau d  IVarson. M S W . .Associate D u e d o i ol Adm inistration

D oris  W ong-Extridge. Developm ent D irector

Ellen Zahlis, M N .  Associate I ) i  tec to t o f  Program

M a ry  Ellen Shands. K N . M N .  Program Associate

lis a  Ta lbo tt. Exercise and H ealth  P ionto tion  Coordinator

lam ie O lson . G .l I.E .S .. Program C oordinaior

Barbara Brownstein, M S W , H ealing  Arts (  oordinator

Ghrista Shoop. Receptionist

Joletia Kras/ka. Developm ent Assistant

C arla  G iffo rd . Adm inistration  Assistant

( lontacl

2 0 6 .2 9 7 .2 1 0 0
(*522 Frem ont Avenue N o n  It 

S eatllc .W A  98 1 0 3

j



Womens Open

W O M E N S  W O R L D  O P E N  

S Q U A S H  C H A M P I O N S H I P  1 9 9 9

R O U N O  1 
W E D N E S D A Y  
2 0  O C T O B E R

R O U N D  2  
T H U R S D A Y  
2 1  O C T O B E R

Q F I N A l  
F R I D A Y  
2 2  O C T O B E R

S - F I N A l  
S A T U R D A Y  
2 3  O C T O B E R

F I N A L  
S U N D A Y  
2 4  O C T O B E R

M A I  I I 1 V I  I I I  r . T I C  U . U R  
s i  . V I  I I  1 . V I S A  S H I M H I U

M I C H E L L E  M A R T I N  a u m k a u a

6 : 4 5
M E L A N I E  J A N S  ( C A N A D A )

6 0 0
S T E P H A N I E  B R I N O  t i  N t . i  \ n i »» ( i i )

6 0 0
P A M E L A  N I M M O i m d t i  a n  i »

6 : 4 5
C A R O L  O W E N S  1 A I M  K A M A )  e n

1 2 : 0 0
M A H A  Z E I N  (F «  . v i * n

7 -3 0

L I Z  I R V I N G  A I M  K A M A ) (1 4 ) 5  3 0

S H A B A N A  K H A N  ! i  ' A )
c o u n t  2

4 0 0
N A T A L I E  G R A I N G E R  r M . L A N I > i ( »

3 : 4 5
Q U A L I F I E R

3  0 0
R E B E C C A  M A C R E E  n . N < i l  A N l » : 11

J A N I E  T H A C K E R  : i  n » , i  a n d .
1 2 : 4 5

5 : 4 5
L I N D A  C H A R M A N  i m . i a n d i « ' )

1 : 3 0
T E G W E N  M A L I K  w a i i  s i

6 4 5
R A C H A E L  G R I N H A M  i a i  s  1 k a i  i a i 7 4 5

Q U A L I F I E R
c o u n t  2

T i n

Q U A L I F I E R 7 : 0 0

F I O N A  G E A V E S  <f n i . i  a n i » (101
COURT 2

4 : 3 0
Q U A L I F I E R

4 : 3 0

S U Z A N N E  H O R N E R  f n c . i a m »
7 : 4 5

Q U A L I F I E R
2 : 1 5

V A N E S S A  A T K I N S O N  m  a m  is (1 6 )
5 : 1 5

Q U A L I F I E R
8 : 1 5

C A S S I E  C A M P I O N  M  N . . I  A N D . (4 )
5 : 0 0

T A N I A  B A I L E Y  i  n . , l a n d .
7 : 3 0

C L A I R E  N I T C H  (.s o u t h  a f k k  A) (1.4)
8 : 1 5

L A T A S H A K H A N  i  s m 6  1 5

S A B I N E  S C H O E N E  w i t R M A N V » (Hi
c o u n t  2

1 4 5
Q U A L I F I E R

T O O
J E N N Y  T R A N F I E L D  i F N i a  A N D ) ( I S )

3 : 4 5
Q U A L I F I E R

T 1 R

L E I I A N I  J O Y C E  I N I  W / F A I  A M  »i (2 )
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The Top 8 Competitors

N am e: M ichelle M a rtin  

Born: A pril 2 9 . 1967  

Lives: Sydney. Australia 

W orld  Ranking: 1 (.September 1999)

Mu belle bad been on tbe scene 

lor some years bclbrc taking 

the top spot vacated bv Susan I h'voy 

at th e  end o| 1992. Ih c  turning  

point a p| set reel to Ik- when bet uncle. 

Lionel Kobberds. himself a noted 

player, took Iter in hand and I meed 

a more disciplined approach to 
tra in ing  and com peting. W eight was lost and tcehnic|uc 

improved. Since then she has scooped three W orld  ( >pen I tiles, 

most recently in  I long  Kong in July. 1995. A lso hers were the 

lirst tw o |S M  SuperSquash titles m  1993 and 1994. and many 

others besides

W ith  the exception o l thcocc.isioii.il lapse against I i /  living, 

she w on  title alter tide until d ie  summer o l 1995. T h e n  in tbe 

Malaysian < >pcn. Irv ing  trium phed in the semifinals. and 

though M a rtin  took d ie  w orld  title , d ie  lost in the next tw o  

finals. the |S M  SupcrSquash in Japan and Jain International 

in Korea, both to  Sarah 1 n /- (  icrald. I  lowcvcr, she d id  end 

19 9 S bv ex.h ting revenge on I i t /  l  ierabl at the Dcrjcn ( band 

I’rix in C ypn is .

She started d ie  ‘9 9  W orld  T o u r m  w inn ing  lo rm  taking the 

(  'it men (  lassies title  lollowed b y  the Australian O pen  and the 

Singapore ( >pen. beating C am pion in the form er and Joyce 

m  the L i t t e r . She also w on die W orld  (b a n d  I’ rix l inals in 

I Inighad.i. I gypt provided two m ore titles, the I Icltopolis 

O pen a ltd the A l A bram  Internal ion,il, heating Joyce and 

( )wens respective Iv

N am e: Leilani Joyce 

Born: A p ril IS . 1974  

Lives: Auckland, N e w  Zealand  

W orld  Ranking: MSeptem ber 1999)

eilani lias won the whole gamut 

—/o f N e w  Zealand National titles, 

I  lie  U nder 13. IS .  17. 1 9 .2 1  and 

23 crowns have Ixvn  hers at one time. 

As she also w on t lu  N e w  Zealand 

wom en's title in 1995, she w ill next 

have to  w ail c | l l i t e  a few years before 

she starts eating in to  the mature age 

hand! I le i exceptional ab ility  was noted early on in the junior 

ranks (during  which she re.u bed the last eight o f the W orld  

Juniors in 1991 ). but .site also became a senior international 

m 1992. D u rin g  1995, in the |S M  SupcrSquash in Japan.

I eilani ousted eighth seed Jane M a rtin  and one week later heat 

sixth tanked Liona (leaves in Korea. U nfortunately lo t hci. 

though, the reward each tim e  was a quaricrrm al w ith  W orld

num ber 1 M ichelle  M artin .

I le i squash upbringing at the club  owned b y  her parents Ic-tl 

to several fam ily members taking up the game and going on 

to the highest levels, I le i brothers Rodney and Brett have been 

top flight players themselves. Rodney being a fo rm a  

W orld  Cham pion.

(  o lm ado was her fust stop o n  the 1999 lo u r where she w on  

both the Bcrgci Lunds ( )pcn and the Berger A n  ol Squash, 

beating Vanessa Atkinson V I  and Tania Bailey 3 /0 . She 

followed tip in the < lit men ( lassies w ith  victories over Jane 

M a rtin  and Linda < barm an to  meet ( lassie ( lampion in the 

semis. A n  exciting seesawing match saw her lose o u t 9 / 1 in 

the filth . Another title  was added in  M a y  when she beat I inda 

( lu n iia n  .3/0 in tlu* Bright I ights" I as Vegas O p e n . To 

consolidate bet ranking position, she ae lucvcd three runner 

up positions to  M ichelle M a rtin  in the Australian, Singapore 

and I leliopolis ( )pcils in Atigust/Scptcmber, followed by a 

quarterfinal in the A l A bram  International.

t



10 «  O  M I N I I  A N  S H  I

N am e: Natalie C.rainger 

B om : In ly 8, 1977  

Lives: Johannesburg, South Africa 

W orld  Ranking: 4 (September I 9')'))

If  you know  that m other Jean was 

British squash cham pion, that the 

fam ily owned a squash ceiitei and 

that Natalie started playing squash 

before reaching the age o l three, then 

you would hardly be surprised that 

she has com e through as a player 

herself. She reached the quartet final 

ol the W o t hi Juniors in 1993 and 1995 , on both occasions 

being beaten by New  Zealander Jade W ilson, the 1993 winner. 

Natalie has w on the South African Under 19 and 21 National 

lilies, and last yeat was selected for I be senior side. Ihere is 

little  doubt she w ill be representing her country on a regular 

basis I rout now  on.

She started the 1999 W orld  lo u r year in the top 10 and added 

to  her ranking points w ith  a sem ifinal place in  the Mar.sh- 

Mcl-ennan O pen, losing to  I intla < '.barman 3 /0  and by winning  

the Aratler &  O 'R o u rk e  (irccnw ich  O pen  w ith  a 3 /2  victory 

over Rebecca Macrce. I be C itroen  Classics in A p ril saw her 
lose out to  M ichelle M a r t in  in the quarters. At the Extcricur 

< )pen and open air lo u r in Royan, fia n c e , she fell to  Linda  

O harinan in the fin a l. O f f  io rm  slightly, she went dow n in 

the liist round of both the Hgyptian events, losing to  Brind  

and N itch  respectively. A change of nationality from  South  

A fiican to  Lnglish was also announced at this time.

I  lowever, there are other thoughts to  occupy her m ind in  

addition to  squash, as she is currently studying lor a B ( ami 

in Johannesburg and is a W IS P A  Board m em ber

Nam e: ( lassie ( lampion 

Born: Decem ber 2 2 . 1972  

Lives: I lalifax, W . Yorkshire, England 

W orld  Ranking: 5 (September 1999)

Cassie C am pion  had lu rn  on the 

threshold of ultimate success lor 

quite a w hile. In 1991 she w on the 

^  W orld  Junior title , and in 1992 was 

nom inated as her possible successor 

by Susan Dcvoy. but th e  promise 

seemingly was not going to  quite be 

translated in to  results. O n ly  as 1996  

concluded d id  she really show how close she is getting to  the 

top I lie hard -h in ing  Englishwom an was runner up in the 

J.NM SupcrSquash in  1993 . and in 1994 reached the final of 

the W orld  O pen . She repeated the final slot in  1996. where 

she lost in S.tiah Eii/.-( ieralil. having w on a pulsating semi 

final. 1 0 /8  m the fifth , against I u  Irv ing  the previous day.

Her formative years were spent playing against top junior hoys 

as there were no wom en good enough to  provide opposition 

locally. I’his is evident in  her strung m obile game. Cassic was 

coached since bet eailv teens by England coach Alex Cow ic. 

in a com bination  founded on great affin ity and respect. More  

recently, she works w ith  her husband D a v id  C am pion . I his 

coupled w ith  her greater patience in rallies has helped her 

move forward. She could also be dangerous to  anybody proving 

d iffii nit ofF-court as she is an orange belt in  judo!
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N a m e: Su/annc I lorner 

Born: February 2 3 . 1963  

Lives: Yorkshire. England 

| W orld  Ranking: 6  {September 1999)

Su /anne H orner has fallen a little 

from  her lies

E
l

I  v J fro m  her best o l num ber iw o  slot 

’  H  in 1993 . h ill even chough she is

thirty-six years o ld , she should not 

lx* w ritten  o il  just yei. I he Iasi few 

k  years have seen th e  Englishwoman

I k  I p l i y i n f  v  In

1994 , ihe pa-st British O p e n  runner- 

up won the US O pen, and in 1995 and 1996 won die European 

( Champion ol CTam pions title, as well as reaching the last four 

in the Guernsey O pen , British O pen  and Jain International 

in  Korea. Indeed. 19 96  started on a high note when she 

captured the- British cham pionship title, having been lo tted  

to  retire during the semis w ith  a back in ju ry  the year before.

I his was followed by reaching th e  Final o f'the Abshot O pen  

by virtue o l a superb w in  over W o rld  num ber 1 M ichelle  

M a rlin  in the semis, and a quarterfinal slot at the British Open. 

Also in 1996, she w on  die E l Shams event in Egypt, and was 

beaten in the quarterfinals o f the Singapore O p e n  by 

C aro l ( >wcns.

A pril '9 9  at the C itro en  Classics and a quarterfinal meet w ith  

Sabine Schoene at the < ierm an's borne club saw a tw o love 

lead disappear io  lose in live. She reached the quarters o l die 

"Bright Eights" L is  Vegas O pen  in  May. added the Japan Open  

to  her title  list in June and was a semifinalist at th e  Extcricur 

Open in August, losing out to  eventual winner Linda Chatm an. 

A hard fought first round in  die I leliopolis O pen , where she 

lost out 9 /5  in the fifth to  Gcavcs, was followed by a quarterfinal 

slot against C am pion  losing in three.

I ler determination is m uch feared on the circuit as she attempts 

to  dom inate and eventually destroy her opponents. She is a 

fine  athlete, and were it not lor rei lu ring  knee problems in 

earlier years, she w ould  surely have w on one ol the very 

top titles.

Nam e: l.inda (  li.im i.iii 

Born: Novem ber 2 1 . 1971 
l  ives: I lalilax. East Sussex, England  

W orld  Ranking: 7 (September 1999)

Iinda is a form er England Junior 

-/In te rn a tio n a l w ho edged closer 

and closer before eventually 

representing her country at senior 

level in O ctober 1996. I he year 

1995 was good lo i her, having served 

notice o f  her im provem ent in  1994  

when she reached the finals ol the 

Swiss and Egyptian O pens. W h ils t she lost the Swiss one to 

C a ro l O wens, I irnla d id n 't ac tually contest the C a iro  one.

I hen 1995 started in grand style when she reached the final 

ol the British Cham pionship  before losing to  Fiona Gcavcs, 

followed m  Mars h by the quarters ol d ie  Guernsey O pen  and 

then w inn ing  the Swiss O pen.

Regular trips co the North  London base o l coach John M ilto n  

were clearly fru itfu l, as evidenced by the good stare to  1996  

when she reached the British Cham pionship  final fo r the 

second year running. T h is  tim e Suzanne H orner stood between 

l-inda and a first domestic title . She played consistently 

throughout last year, achieved her first England cap, and won  

ihc A rt o f Squash event in D enver, USA.

The new year began well, taking runner-up spot to  Sue W right 

in the M arsh -M cl.e iin an  O p e n . A pril in G erm any at the 

C itroen Classics, she took a 7 /0  lead and heat F itz-G crald in  

the first round but lost out to  Joyce in the quarters. Iw o  

runner-up slots followed in  M a y  at the “Bright Lights” Las 

Vegas O pen  and Mexican O pen, losing to  Joyce and Cam pion  

respec lively, and then in August she added the Extcricur Open  

to  her lisi o f  titles, beating N ata lie  Grainger 3 /2 .  She came 

through to  the quarterfinals o f  the Heliopolis O p e n  and Al 

Abram  International to  meet M ichelle M a rtin  in both , losing 

3 /1  each time.

By her determined efforts she w ill continue to  progress up the 

ranking list. W h ile  L inda spends tim e  on several hobbies, she 

also includes inpu t to  help her fellow players b y  currently 

serving on the W IS P A  Board as Chairm an.
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N am e: Sabine Schoene 

Born: January 2 7 , 1 ‘>74 

Lives: Parsdorf. G erm any  

W orld  Ranking: 9  (September 1999)

Sabine may only Ik - 25 years o f  age, 

b u t she is a very seasoned 

perforinet on die international stage, 

l  o r over eight years she has been 

com peting in wom en’s events, while- 

in the early years also accumulating  

M  junior titles. She has w on the senior 

m  G erm an  cham pionship eight times 

and was runner-up  in the W orld  Juniors in 1991. In  1993. 

she reached the semifinals of the W om en ’s W orld  O pen , and 

has w on lour events on the W IS P A  W orld  lour. She took the 

W uppertal title  in Ciermany in  1994 and 1995, and  w on the 

Germ an Masters in 1996. She concluded 1995  on a high note, 

w inning the I innish O pen  in December. She svas runner up 

to  Suzanne H orner in the 1*1 Shams event in Kgypt in 1996, 

and reached the quarterfinals o f the Singapore ( )pen. She again 

led the G erm an team in the W orld  learn C ham pionship  in  

Malaysia, reaching the last eight o f  the W orld  O pen , going  

out to  eventual finalist, ( iassie Cam pion.

N am e: ( latol Owens  

Born: June 4 . 1971 

Lives: Auckland, N e w  Zealand  

W orld  Ranking: 10 (September 1999)

Carol O w ens has been making  

steady progress up the rankings 

ladder. The Australian from  

M elbourne has been reaching the 

latter stages of m any events, having 

already achieved some earlier success 

as a junior. In  1989, she took third 

spot in the W orld  Junior Individual 

event. She became well know n to  Asian squash spectators, 

having reached the JS M  SuperSquash final in 1994, b u t this 

achievement was not bu ilt on quite as m uch in 1995 as she 

w ould  have hoped. She d id  w in  the N o rth  Am erican O pen  in 

A pril 1995, but that, togethei w ith  runner up slot (to  Michelle  

M a rtin ) in the C aro l W eym uller ( I 'S A ), were to be her only 

final appearances ol the yeai. G ato l beat L i /  Irv ing  in the 

W eym ullcr semis. It  was these successes, together w ith  semi­

final slots in the Singapore and Australian O pens, togcthei 

w ith  several quarterfinal berths, that took her to  the W orld  

lop  Five.

At her parent’s club  in  A pril ’9 9  she fought hack from  2 /0  

dow n to  beat Suzanne H o rn er in the quarters o f the C itroen  

Classics. Unfortunately, her next opponent was M ichelle M artin  

w ho  went on to  w in  the event.

C urren tly  she is serving in the army, hut as an international 

sportswoman she is in a specific section that enables her to 

carry on w ith  her training and com peting. H er strength, 

coupled w ith  excellent rackctwork, took her in to  the W orld  

Top  20 six years ago and she now  looks set fo r an extended 

spell w ith in  the top ten. She m ay keep her lect on the ground  

in the squash court, but includes parachute jum ping  amongst 

an extensive and varied list o l other interests.

T h e  1998 W orld  Tour started w ith  the C u p  O lym pics in 

Belgium, where she reached the quarterfinals losing 3 /0  to  Jane 

M a rtin , followed by a quarterfinal place in the British O pen, 

losing out this time to  Michelle M artin !'H ie  subsequent Citroen  

Classic saw a gigantic battle w ith  Lcilani Joyce in a 77-m inute  

match that resulted in  Joyce going tlirougli 9/1 in  the fifth. 

June saw bet the semis of the Phil Sm art Mercedes-Benz Open  

in Seattle, losing in  three to  the eventual winner, Cam pion.

f l ic  C itroen Classics in A pril was her first lour event o f 1999. 

Slu- made the quarters losing to Ctampion 3 /0 ; this was followed 

in early July by taking tw o titles in Malaysia, the K l .  and Y T I  

O pens, defeating N ico l D avid  3 /0  and Rachael G rinham  3 /1 . 

She reached the semis o f  the Australian, Singapore and HeliojKilis 

Opens, and was runner up to  M ichelle M artin  in the A l Abram  

International event in Kgypt.

She is a strong athletic perform er, and nobody has any doubt 

that she w ill step forward to  challenge lor a place in the top 

three in  the com ing years.



I O  N  s M I I lb

Seattle Squash History

Squash professional Yusuf K lian  lias established Seattle as a 

landm ark on the w orld  m ap o l squash. < )vc r m any years 

o l dedication, accompanied b y  a true passion lor the sport, 

Yusuf has built a flourishing ladies' squash program that has 

proved to  be a strong force at national and international 

competitions. Over 100 Lulies participate in the squash progiam  

at the Seattle A th letic  < lub/1 )ow ntow n where Yusuf, ami 

w orld-ranking player Shahana Khan, are squash pros.

Yusuf started prom oting  ladies' squash during the ‘70s and 

'80s by offering a free ladies’ squash clinic on Saturday mornings. 

Initially, m any of the wom en w ho started playing were tennis 

players seeking to  improve their tennis game in the o ff season. 

However, once the w oo l spread about how  m uch enjoyment 

and exercise these wom en were having playing squash, many 

others joined, itu h id in g  some o l the spouses of men  

squash players.

D uring  the early ’80s. Yusuf’s students, Leslie ( Yew. Sue Rose, 

and Sue C linch , were com peting for the Pacific Coast 

championship. At that tim e, local wom en’s tournament draws 

were attracting eight to  twelve players in classes lJulies A  

through CL l.atasha Khan started com peting in  the junior 

nationals at age eight in the under 12 division, and Shabana 

at age 14 in the 14 and under division whereupon she won  

lict fitst junior nationals in hardball squash in 1 ‘>83. Shabana 

held the junior championship title in her age division for 1983 

through 14 8 6 . l.atasha followed w ith  the national hardball 

and softball jun ior title  in 1989, and soft ball jun ior titles in 

14 9 0  and 1991. Both girls competed in the local ladies division 

tournaments and achieved Ladies A in less than four years-- 

w ith  Shabana w inn ing  the Paiific Coast ( 'liatnpionship  

in 1986.

Sue l  'lim  h won the first w om en’s softball nationals in 1985 

that consisted of a round robin  of six ladies in  Houston. In  

1994. Sue w on the W om en's 3 5  plus nationals and Ann 

W akefield  Sm ith L indquist the W om en's 3 0  plus. In 1998. 

Sue seized the W om en's 4 0  plus and  I  Jtasha K han , the 

W om en’s O p e n  title.

M o te  l i H . i l  women are competing in tournanffnts .is evidenced 

by the draws in recent Seattle O p e n  tournaments where 80 or 

m ore ladies have entered com peting in classes Ladies O pen , 

A . B, C , D  and Novice. Ladies C  has had 16 o r more entries. 

O n e  lady s a id ,' I t ’s so m uch fun com peting against women 

I have never played before."

In  1994. Seattle A thletic C h ib  was represented by three Ladies 

C  teams, tw o B teams and one A  team in the I lowe C up  

com petition I be A team took first, and the B and < teams 

w ound up w ith  both second and th ird . I ’hc Ladies B team  

bad lost to  another Seattle team from  S A C /N orthgatc . T h e n  

in 1995 . the A  and C  teams won.

I  he interest in wom en's international squash has grown. C lub  

players have been able to follow  the exploits of .Shabana, who 

represented th e  U . S. in tw o  w orld  junior com petitions, four 

Pan A m  games, and three w orld  championships, and l.atasha 

w ho represented the L . S. in  the w orld  jun iors and  tw o  Pan 

Am competitions.

Shabana has been leac bing ladies’ squash at the Seattle Athletic 

C Hub for the past several years, where she coaches young junior 

girls sm h as promising ( Hail* and Annie Rein-W eston and 

Colleen Icrrv, now  a m em ber of the Yale squash team. I wo 

years ago. Shabana initiated a ladies' tournam ent to  benefit 

breast cancer. L is t year the tournament was elevated to W IS P A  

grand prix status. T h is  year the Phil Sm art Mercedes-Benz 

W om en's W orld  Squash Cham pionships w ill benefit 

(  atneer Lifeline.

I he Khans are devoted to  their mission o l supporting women's 

sports and p rom oting  the game o f squash, I hrough their 

efforts, as well as many othet squash professionals, Seattle w ill 

continue to  play a vital role in the future of w orld  class squash.


