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A  M E S S A G E  FR O M

A li A l Fardan
P res iden t  o f  Q a ta r  T enn is  a n d  Squash  F edera t ion  

P residen t  o f  the  H igher O rgan is ing  C o m m it te e

It is with great pleasure that l welcome distinguished guests, 
officials, media, spectators and, of course, the players to the 1998 
Mahindra World Open-Qatar.

We are very proud to host this World event which, once again, is a first 
for Qatar in the Gulf.

The decision to move the event from India to Qatar was taken a 
couple of months ago and therfore I would like to thank all parties 
involved in organising this event in such a short time.

It is also a pleasure to he able to extend our sincere thanks to 
Mahindra, the main sponsors for their generous contribution and 
for working in partnership with the Qatar Tennis and Squash 
Federation, for making this event possible.

We are also grateful to have the unstinting support of the Emir of 
the State of Qatar, H.H.Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, 
who has consistently helped and encouraged us in the work we do 
here. Also to the Heir Apparent, H.H.Sheikh Jassem bin 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani and the Prime Minister,
H.H.Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al-Thani for their guidance 
and support.

I hope the 1998 Mahindra World Open-Qatar is as exciting and 
memorable as our previous tournaments. We hope you enjoy the 
tournament as we all look forward to some great squash.

Ali Al Fardan

A  M E S S A G E  FR O M

K E S H U B M A H IN D R A
C h a i rm a n  - M a h in d ra  &  M a h in d ra  Limited

For the last five years we have sponsored the Mahindra International 
Squash Challenge held in Mumbai, India. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, the Mahindra World Open 1998 could not be held in 
India, and therefore, the decision was to hold the event in Doha, 
Qatar. This decision was taken in the best interest of the game and its 
players.

The Mahindra World Open 19 9 8  is the largest Squash event to be 
ever held in the history of the game. It is good to note that players 
from all over the world will be participating in it, bringing global 
talent and also a spirit of sportsmanship which is a prerequisite for 
all events.

I am thankful to Mr. Ali Al Fardan, the President ofQTSF, for 
his personal efforts and support as also I thank PSA officials and 
Procam Sports for their cooperation. Last, but not the least, I 
would like to thank all the players participating and wish luck and 
hope that the audience will enjoy seeing the World’s best Squash 
players batting at the Thunderdome.

Wishing you well.

Keshub Mahindra



A  M E S S A G E  FR O M

A nil S inch &V ivek SIV E K  O I N G H
Procam  Sports

Extraordinary circumstances demand extraordinary efforts and 
solutions.

The fact that the Mahindra World Open of Squash ‘98 is being 
conducted in Doha-Qatar is a tribute to the spirit of sportsmanship all 
around.

With the political environment in Bombay being sensitive to the 
participation of Pakistani players, the World Open Squash ‘9 8  suddenly 
had no home. Moving it to any other city in India would not have done 
justice to the event. Deliberations across the board resulted in a n  opening. 
Under the patronage of the PSA, connections were made between people 
of different backgrounds and diverse origins, the only binding factor 
being a true love of sport. Seemingly tall and immovable hurdles were 
quickly removed as  everyone put their shoulders to the wheel.

The Qatar Tennis & Squash Federation has brought to the people of 
Doha some of its finest events. In keeping with that tradition they will 
n o w  add another feather to their cap by conducting the Mahindra 
World Open Squash ‘9 8 .

The generosity and commitment shown by our title and lead sponsors 
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd. is commendable. The squash fraternity 
in particular and sport in general owes them a great debt.

We at Procam Sports, have established squash in India as a high 
profile spectator and media extravaganza. Now together with the 
Qatar Tennis & Squash Federation we hope to present the largest and 
most effective World Open of Squash in the history of the game.

Wishing all participants the very best of luck!

Anil Singh & Vivek Singh

A  M E S S A G E  FR O M

The PSA thanks Ali Al Fardan, President of the Qatar Tennis & 
Squash Federation, and Arnand Mahindra of Mahindra and 
Mahindra Ltd., for their vision and flexibility in making this, the 
richest World Open ever, a stunningly successful event. Ninety of 
the world’s best squash players will vie for the right to be called 
1998 World Champion in an excellent squash center with superb 
hospitality and superior attention to detail.

While the PSA World Tour continues to break new ground and 
add important new events, the standards for professional squash 
will be raised by this event.

While our thoughts will be with India, our blood, sweat and tears 
will be in Qatar.

John Q. Nimick
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m an Oasis

A s Q a ta r  is to  p lay  hos t,  for th e  first tim e, to  

th e  W o rld  S q u ash  T o u rn a m e n t ,  for m an y  o f  th e  

players co m pe ting , th is  will he  th e i r  first visit  to  

Q atar .

T h e  Q a t a r  P e n i n s u l a  is s i t u a t e d  h a l f w a y  

a lo n g  t h e  W e s t  C o a s t  o f  t h e  A r a b i a n  G u lf .  It 

gen e ra l ly  consis ts  o f  f la t  rocky  surfaces, b u t  c a n  

b oas t  o f  60  m etre  h ig h  sand  dunes  in  th e  so u th  of  

th e  reg ion . For m an y  years, Q a ta r  was fam ous for 

i ts  w e a v in g  a n d  e m b ro id e ry  a n d  was th e  m a in  

c e n t r e  for pea rl ing  a n d  fishing. T h e  d iscovery  of  

oil h e re  in  1939, was a g rea t  boost  to  th e  co u n try  

as  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r  n a t u r a l  p e a r l s  w as  f a l l i n g  

rapidly.

Q a ta r  g a ined  its in d e p e n d e n c e  f ro m  B r i ta in  

in  1971. I n  1995, H is  H ig h n e s s  S h e ik h  H a m a d  

B in  Khalifa  A1 T h a n i ,  b ecam e  th e  8 th  m em b e r  of  

th e  A1 T h a n i  fam ily  to  ta k e  up th e  p o s i t io n  o f  

E m ir  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  Q atar .

T h e  m a in  re l ig ion  o f  Q a ta r  is Islam  a n d  the  

S h a r i ’a  is th e  p r in c ip a l  source  o f  leg is la tion  here .

W e a th e r  in  Q a ta r  ranges from  m ild  w in ters , 

w i t h  t e m p e r a tu r e s  d ro p p in g  d o w n  to  a r o u n d  7 

degrees C elsius in  th e  d ese r t  areas, up  to  a ro u n d  

49  degrees C elsius in  th e  h e ig h t  o f  sum m er. T h e  

h u m id i ty  can  som etim es  be in  excess o f  95% , n o t  

for th e  fa in t  hearted !

O k ,  h istory  lesson over  w ith ,  ‘W h a t  is th ere  

t o  d o  in  Q a ta r? ’ I h e a r  you cry. W ell,  d e p e n d in g  

o n  w h a t  you w an t,  you can  usually f ind  it  h e re  in  

D o h a ,  th e  cap ita l  o f  Q a ta r .  You could  try  a t r ip  to



D o h a  Zoo on  th e  ou tsk ir ts  o f  th e  City . T h e  zoo 

houses an im als  from  all five c o n t in e n ts  as well as 

those  ind igenous  to  Q atar. It is o p e n  to  th e  public  

in  the  a f te rn o o n s  a n d  to  ladies on ly  o n  Tuesdays.

A  te n -m in u te  trip o n  a t ra d i t io n a l  D how  

to  Palm  Tree Island  in D o h a  Bay, is a n o th e r  way 

to  w hile  away a few hours  in  the  sunsh ine . M ake 

sure you use th e  je t ty  close to  th e  S h e ra to n  H o te l  

a n d  R esort  to  m ake  your crossing to  th e  island as 

th e  Q N H C ,  ( Q a ta r  N a t io n a l  H o te ls  C o m p a n y ) ,  

r u n  t h e i r  o w n  d h o w  se rv ic e  f ro m  th e r e .  O t h e r  

in d e p e n d e n t  boa ts  a n d  dhow s are n o t  a llowed to  

m o o r  a t  t h e  is land  itself , ju s t  show  you a ro u n d  

t h e  b a y  a n d  i s l a n d  a r e a .  T h e  p r i c e  o f  y o u r  

c ro s s in g  in c lu d e s  a b u rg e r  m ea l  a n d  soft  d r in k  

u p o n  arr ival.  T h e n  you can  e i th e r  re lax  un d er  the  

s h a d ed  c a b a n a s  a n d  read a b o o k  or, for a small 

fee, you can  ride o n  o n e  of  th e  G ia n t  w a te r  cycles 

or  go w indsurfing. If you get hungry, try th e  Fish 

m a r k e t  r e s t a u r a n t  o r  g r il l  c o rn e r ,  o r  e v e n  th e  

sw im m ing  pool cafe teria , th e re  are  lots  to  choose  

from.

If yo u ’re th e  type to  ‘shop  ‘til  you d ro p ’, 

t h e n  you  are in for a treat!  T h e  range  o f  shops to  

visit  h e re  is vas t  a n d  d e p e n d in g  o n  w h a t  yo u ’re 

look ing  for, you will c e r ta in ly  f ind  th a t  th e  price  

is a lot lower t h a n  you th o u g h t .  ‘Big b ra n d ’ nam es 

s u c h  as M e x x ,  V ersace , G u c c i  a n d  C h a n e l  are  

readily  ava ilab le  in  stores such as th e  N ew  Trade 

Gallery, T h e  C e n t r e  a n d  T h e  Mall.

th e  s e le c t io n s  ava ilab le  in d iffe ren t  so u q ’s. Your 

n o se  will be  filled w i th  th e  a rom as o f  d if fe re n t  

sp ices  w af t in g  a ro u n d  th e  e n c lo s e d  ‘sp ice  s o u q ’ 

area. G o ld , silver, and  p la t in u m  jew ellery glistens 

in  th e  ‘G o ld  so u q ’ area , w h e re  th e  sh o p k e ep e rs  

will o f ten  leave you a lo n e  in  th e  shop  whilst  he  

t a lk s  w i th  h is  f r i e n d s  o u t s id e !  H o w ’s t h a t  fo r  

trust?! If you d o n ’t see w h a t  you w an t ,  just  ask. 

T h e  sh o p  m ig h t  

look as if it sells 

ju s t  c lo th e s ,  bu t 

d o n ’t be

s u r p r i s e d  if it  

a l s o  h o u s e s  a 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

g o o d  q u a l i t y  

w a t c h e s  a n d  

e le c t r i c a l  goo d s  

as well!

W a n t  t o  

e x p e r i e n c e  a n  

A r a b i a n  N ig h t?

Q a t a r  H o l i d a y s  

w ill  a r ra n g e  e x c u rs io n s  to  th e  b e a u t i fu l  I n la n d  

Sea, (K hor  A l U d e id ) .  T h e i r  e x p e rien ced  drivers 

will take  you o n  a ne rve  rack ing  drive  across th e  

sands and  up  a n d  over  th e  6 0 m etre  h ig h  dunes  - 

h o ld  o n  to  your s to m ach !  O n c e  you a rr ive  a t  a 

c h o s e n  p o in t ,  you  will be  ab le  to  r e c o v e r  in  a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  B e d o u i n  t e n t  w i t h  c a r p e t s  a n d  

cush ions  to  collapse on.

T h e  fam ous souq ’s in a n d  a ro u n d  th e  city 

are a d e l ig h t  to  th e  senses. Your eyes m arvel over

Try your h a n d  a t sand sk iing  o r  le t  your feet 

s ink  in to  th e  soft san d  c l im b in g  o n e  of the  m any  

d u n e s .  F e a s t  y o u r s e l f  o n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  m ea l  of 

s u c c u le n t  w h o le  s h e e p  c o o k e d  w i th  spices  and  

served w ith  salad a n d  rice. A s  th e  n ig h t  wears on, 

your hosts  will e n te r ta in  you a ro u n d  th e  campfire 

w ith  music a n d  t rad i t io n a l  folk songs as you laze 

u n d e r  a b l a n k e t  o f  t w i n k l i n g  s t a r s .  Q a t a r  

H o l i d a y s  a l s o  o f f e r  s i g h t s e e i n g  t o u r s  in  a n d  

a ro u n d  D o h a .  S e e  th e  ca m e l  races  or  m arvel at 

th e  beau ty  o f  th e  A ra b ia n  horses. Visit an  Oryx 

farm  in A l S h a h a n iy a ,  a p ro te c te d  species once  

considered  v ir tua lly  ex tin c t .

M aybe you would  like to  ex p e rien ce  ‘A ll the  

fun  of t h e  f a i r ’? A  t r ip  to  A l a d d i n ’s K in g d o m  

shou ld  fit the  b ill  th e n .  C h a l le n g e  your  friends 

to  a go -k ar t  race a ro u n d  th e  specially  b u ilt  t rack 

or  lose your s to m a c h  o n  th e  b rea th  tak ing  roller 

c o a s te r .  B la s t  aw ay  a t  m o n s t e r s  in  t h e  v id e o  

a rc a d e  a n d  save  th e  w o r ld !  T h e r e  a re  lo ts  o f  

th in g s  to  d o  a t  A l a d d i n ’s K in g d o m  a n d  a day 

m ig h t  n o t  be e n o u g h  to  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  fun  of  

this  fair!

G e t t i n g  hack  to  th e  h is to ry  o f  Q a ta r ,  v isit  

th e  Q a ta r  N a t io n a l  M useum , w h ich  houses some 

f in e  ex am p les  o f  c o s tu m es ,  jew elle ry , fu rn i tu re  

and  k i tc h e n w a re ,  b u t  try n o t  to  fa in t  a t  th e  relics 

from th e  m edica l  profession o n  show  there .

If y o u ’re in te res ted  in  w eaponry, t h e n  a trip 

to  t h e  W e a p o n r y  M u s e u m  o n  th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  

D o h a  is a m ust .  A r r a n g e d  t h r o u g h  o n e  o f  th e  

t o u r  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h i s  m u s e u m  h o u s e s  a n  

ex ten s iv e  display o f  gold swords, cu rved  daggers 

a n d  old w eapons  d a t in g  back  to  a ro u n d  th e  16th 

C en tu ry .

say L o n d o n ,  N ew  York or M exico, b u t  th e  ‘c ity 

l igh ts’ are n o t  th e  sam e as these  places!

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  w il l  n o t  ‘leap  o u t ’ a t  y o u  

w h e n  you leave  th e  co m fo r t  o f  your room , bu t 

th e re  is p len ty  o f  fun  to  be had  if you b o th e r  to  

look a ro u n d  - or read th is  article!

G e t t i n g  o u t  a n d  

a b o u t  a ro u n d  D o h a  is 

easy eno u g h .  Just ha il  

o n e  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  

o r a n g e  a n d  w h i t e  

tax is ,  b u t  be  w a rn e d ,  

t h e  r ide  is as scary  as 

any  ro lle r  coas te r  one  

if  y o u  h i t  p e a k  t im e  

traffic!

Q a t a r  is a r e l a t ­

ive ly  safe p lace  to  be 

o u t  a t  n i g h t  i n ,  

ce r ta in ly  m ore so th a n

E a ting  o u t  is a n o th e r  ad v e n tu re  a ltoge the r!  

W i th  an  ex tens ive  range  o f  dishes from all over 

th e  world, you will h av e  n o  troub le  f ind in g  your 

f a v o u r i te  m eal in th e  

m a n y  r e s t a u r a n t s  

d o t te d  a ro u n d  D oha.

In the  m ean t im e ,  these  are just som e o f  the  

th in g s  availab le  to  you in Q a ta r  - W elcom e  to  it!
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Rodney Eyles is th e  longest-standing 

m em b e r o f  th e  P ro fe s s io n a l  S q u a sh  

A ssociation -  first featuring in the PSA 

ranking list in M ay 1984, sho rtly  after 

making his first o f twelve appearances in 

th e  B ritish  O p e n  ( th re e  years before  

career-long rival Jansher K han!).

Eyles was born in to  a squash family, 

owners o f a Squash and Tennis C en tre  in 

th e  B risb a n e  su b u rb  o f  L u tw y ch e . 

Encouraged p a rticu la rly  by h is m other 

R u th , h e  decided to pursue a career in 

squash  a fte r reach in g  th e  f in a l o f  th e  

W o rld  J u n io r  C h a m p io n sh ip s  in  h is 

h o m e  to w n  in 1986 -  w h ere  he first 

faced Jansher Khan, the player who was 

to  b e co m e  h is  c lo s e s t  r iv a l  in  th e  

fo llow ing decade. T h e  P ak istan i won 

th e  encounter and it took seven years for 

th e  A ustralian to  gain his revenge -  in 

an  epic 1 0 0-m inu te  fin a l o f  th e  1993

history -  as the audience cheered a win 

fo r Jo h n so n  a t h is  m a tc h -b a ll  in th e  

th ird , w ith  th e  players shaking hands as 

they cam e off court, only for the referee 

to call them  back to  replay the disputed 

po in t -  which saw th e  game, and m atch, 

th e n  go to  th e  Sco t! H is co n fid en ce  

restored, N ico l w ent on  to  defeat Brett 

M a r tin  in  th e  q u a r te rs ,  E yles in th e  

semis, and th en  ex tend  Jansher Khan in 

th e  lo n g e s t (1 2 6  m in u te s )  an d  m ost 

g r ip p in g  f in a l  o n  re c o rd , b e fo re  

succum bing 17/15 9/15 15/12 8/15 15/8.

O n  th e  5 th  o f A pril 1998, th e  day 

h e  c e le b ra te d  h is  2 5 th  b i r th d a y ,  

S c o t la n d ’s P e te r  N ic o l a c h ie v e d  th e  

second of tw o squash goals he had  set 

h im s e lf  m an y  y ears  b e fo re . O n  th e  

Perspex court in a packed auditorium  at 

th e  N a t io n a l  In d o o r  A re n a  in  

B irm in g h a m , h e  ra is e d  h is  a rm s  in  

tr iu m p h  h a v in g  b e a te n  th e  s ix -tim e s  

d e fen d in g  c h am p io n  Ja n sh e r K han  in 

straight games to become the first Briton 

for 25 years to  win the prestigious British

T he 31 -year-old A ustralian, born in 

B risbane  b u t u n t i l  re c e n tly  b ased  in 

G old  C oast, Q ueensland, made his top 

50 debut in May 1987, and entered  the 

top  20 a t  N o l5  ju st a year la te r. He 

b ro k e  in to  th e  to p  te n , a t N o lO , in 

M arch 1990, but no t until M arch 1995 

did he finally crack th e  top 5, m oving up 

to No2 in N ovem ber 1995.

T h e  S c o t’s rise th ro u g h  th e  w orld T his m atch proved to be the turn ing

squash rankings has been  little  short o f poin t for N ico l, w ho th en  beat Jansher

m eteoric: He made his debut at N o  266 in th e ir n ex t th ree  encounters -  in th e

in January 1992. He raced to 52 by th e  f in a l  (3 -1 )  o f  th e  A l-A h ra m

following January, th en  rose to  14 tw elve In ternational by the Giza pyramids near

m onths later, m oving in to  th e  top  five C a iro ; in  th e  sem i-fin a ls  (3 -2 ) o f  th e

by N ovem ber o f th e  same year. It was K u w ait O p e n  in  O c to b e r ;  a n d ,  in

N ovem ber 1996 before he m oved up to  D e c e m b e r , in  th e  f in a l  (3 -2 )  o f  th e

N o3, finally claim ing th e  N o l position  M ah indra  In te rn a tio n a l as h e  claim ed

in February 1998. his th ird  successive title  in Bombay.

In the British O pen, the first Super

se c o n d  se e d e d  b y ie s  re a c h e d  th e  

las t four a f te r  f ig h tin g  back  from  2-1 

down to beat Jonathon  Power 15/13 5/15 

9 /15  15 /12  15/11 in  a 9 5 -m in u te  

q u a r te r - f in a l .  T h e  w orld  N o 2  h a d  

b e a te n  th e  C a n a d ia n  3 -0  in  t h e i r  

previous m eeting  ( th e  second round of 

th e  ‘96 M a h in d ra  I n t e r n a t io n a l  in 

In d ia ) ,  b u t was in c e n se d  by ‘lo ck e r 

room ’ ta lk  th a t  Power, w inner o f four

A f te r  sp e n d in g  h is ea rly  years in 

S co tland , w here his fa ther Pat was th e  

Scotland team  coach, and sister Julie a 

leading na tiona l player, Peter now lives 

in C h in g fo rd , e a s t L o n d o n , w here  h e  

tra in s  w ith  E n g land  team  co ach  N eil 

H arvey . A s a you n g ste r, P e te r  was a 

talented  soccer player. Today, like many 

o f  h is c o n te m p o ra r ie s , h e  also  en joys 

playing golf.

1997 was th e  pivotal year for N icol -  

in w hich he won four PSA  T our events, 

beginning in  January w ith  th e  H artford 

C u p , w h ic h  h e  p la y e d  in s te a d  o f  

defending th e  British N ational T itle  he 

had  w on  for th e  first tim e  in Jan u ary  

1996. In A pril, he overcam e a w retched 

a sso c ia tio n  w ith  th e  B ritish  O p e n  in 

w h ic h  h e  h a d  fa ile d  to  w in  a  s in g le  

m atch in four years o f trying. T h is fifth 

a t t e m p t  w as n o t  w i th o u t  

how ever, as h e  had to  figh t back fro 

m atch -b a ll dow n in 

b e a t E n g la n d  

games.

m a jo r  P S A  t i t l e s  o v e r  th e  p re v io u s  

six m o n th s , w ould  c o n te s t  th e  fin a l!  

Eyles’ run ended in the semis, however,

lo s in g  5 /1 5  1 5 /iZ  1 //1 4  1 5/Z to  

Scotland 's Peter N ico l -  who also beat 

the former Q ueensland-based A ustralian 

in th e  ea rlie r M ah in d ra  In te rn a tio n a l

in c i

io n s  w ere

W o rld  C h a m p io n ,  an d  B ritish  O p e n  

C ham pion .” T w o d ow n ....one  to  go!

n so n  in

Two weeks a fte r th e  British O p en , 

Eyles reached his first final of the year, 

th e  Squash M utualite Final in Bordeaux, 

where he took a two-gam e lead against 

Jansher K han before losing 12/15 10/15 

15/14 15/4 15/4-

Indeed th e  m atch , in w h ich  N ico l 

av enged  h is defea t by Jo h n so n  in th e  

1996 ev en t, will be rem em bered as one 

o f the m ost remarkable in British O pen

Name RODNEY EYLES
Date of Birth 5th September 1967
Country : A ustralia

Current World Ranking : 2
Highest World Ranking : 2 (October 98)

Name PETER NICOL
Date of Birth : 5th April 1973
Country : Scotland

Current World Ranking : 1
Highest World Ranking : 1 (October 98)
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AHMED BARADA
25th April 1977
Egypt

3

3 (October 1998)

T h e  b rillian t young A hm ed Barada 

is leading Egypt’s long-awaited return to 

th e  c e n tre -s ta g e  o f  w orld squash . H e 

first appeared a t 253 in the PSA W orld 

R ank ings in S ep tem b er 1992 as a 15- 

year-old, m oving in to  the top 100 a t 78 

in July 1993. It was in January 1995 that 

he b ro k e  in to  th e  to p  50, a t  35 , and  

eighteen m onths later before he crashed 

in to  th e  top  20, jum ping  15 places to 

N o l4  in July 1996. His top ten  debuts 

cam e in January  1997, a t N o7 , and  he 

first reached his career-best No5 position 

four m onths later in May.

D e sp ite  B ritish  Ju n io r  O p e n  and 

W orld Junior O pen  titles to  his nam e, it 

w as in  M ay 1996  th a t  th e  te e n a g e  

Barada becam e a star. Before thousands 

o f supporters and m illions o f Egyptian 

te le v is io n  v iew ers, he  rode a w ave of 

talen t and determ ination  during C airo’s 

in a u g u ra l  A l-A h ra m  I n t e r n a t io n a l  

C h a m p io n s h ip  to  b e co m e  th e  f i r s t  

wildcard player ever to reach th e  final of 

a PSA Super Series event.

Performed over four nights against a 

backdrop  of illu m in a ted  pyram ids and 

th e  desert sands of Giza, Barada’s effort 

d e f ie d  a ll e x p e c ta t io n s .  E gyp t has 

r e c e n tly  p ro d u c e d  a b u m p e r  c ro p  o f  

young talen t, but the Cairo-based Barada 

ca tap u lted  to  th e  top o f th e  pack w ith  

s tu n n in g  v ic to r ie s  o v e r  w o rld  N o 2  

R odney  Eyles and  N o6 C h ris  W a lk e r 

during th e  $100,000 tournam ent. O nly 

J a n s h c r  K h a n  w ith s to o d  th e  y o u n g  

m e te o r  a n d  th e  e m o t io n a l  c ro w d s, 

dousing Barada in the final 15-4 15-11 

15-8.

M u tu a lite  F rancaise  N o6  in France, a 

to u r n a m e n t  w h ic h  p i t t e d  h is  sk il ls  

against those o f several m id-tier touring 

professionals. S ince  th en , Barada has 

b e e n  sh o w n  n o  m ercy  by h is  fe llow  

co m p e tito rs . In la te  A ugust, th e  fast 

r is in g  C a n a d ia n  J o n a th o n  P ow er 

outfought h im  3-2 in a tense first round 

m atch  during  th e  C a th ay  Pacific Hong 

Kong O pen. T h e  Egyptian later reversed 

th e  score in a U S O p e n  q u a rte r-f in a l 

m atch, a Power loss w hich was to  be the 

C a n a d ia n ’s la s t b e fo re  sen sa tio n a lly - 

w in n in g  b o th  th e  T o u rn a m e n t  o f 

C ham pions and G erm an Masters titles.

Q a ta r  O p e n  (a g a in  lo s in g  to  

Jan sh er); and  th e  second round  of the 

W orld  O p en  in P a k is tan  and  th e  last 

e ig h t o f  th e  M ahindra In tern a tio n a l in 

India, on both  occasions losing to world 

No3 Peter Nicol.

D e sp ite  q u a lify in g  fo r th e  1997 

S u p e r  S e r ie s  F in a ls  fo r th e  s e c o n d  

successive  year, B arada was fo rced  to 

w ithdraw from th e  even t in M arch ‘98, 

suffering from  flu. T h u s his new year 

debut was delayed until March, when he 

re a c h e d  rh e  q u a r te r - f in a ls  o f  th e  

A ustrian  O pen , losing 3-1 to E ngland’s 

C hris W alker.

T h e  young Egyptian superstar does 

n o t  m in ce  w ords a b o u t h is fu tu re . “ 1 

h a v e  o n e  s im p le  a im  -  to  b eco m e 

cham pion of the world.” His impressive 

success to da te  suggests th a t th is goal is 

well w ith in  his sights.

It was ju st before his g ian t-k illin g  

e x p lo its  in G iza th a t  B arada w on  h is 

o n ly  t i t l e  o f  th e  y ear -  th e  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0

JONATHON POWER
10th A ugust 1974
C anada

4
3 (November 1997)

C a n a d a ’s Jo n a th o n  Pow er jo in e d  th e  

PSA T our in M ay 1991, but n o t un til 

1996 did he truly m ake his mark on  the 

in te rn a tio n a l squash stage.

O utside th e  top 20 a t the beginning 

of 1996, th e  six foot tall T o ro n to  star 

w en t pub lic: “My a im  is to  reach  th e  

top ten  by 1997," he said. T rue to his 

w ord, he  c ra sh ed  in to  th e  top  te n  at 

N o6 in January  1997, m oving up to a 

c a r e e r - h ig h  N o 3  in  N o v e m b e r  to  

b e c o m e  N o r th  A m e r ic a ’s m o st 

successful player o f all time.

Pow er c la im ed  h is first PSA  T our 

t i t l e  in  Ju ly  1 9 9 2 , w in n in g  th e  

D ow ntow n S ports  C lassic  in C h icago , 

follow ed by tw o fu rth e r  U S ev en ts  in 

19 9 3 , th e  F la g s h ip  O p e n  in 

M inneapolis and Florida S ta te  O pen.

T w o  y e a rs  l a t e r  ( in  1 9 9 5 ) he 

secured a fu rth er four titles -  th e  San 

Francisco O p e n , M ex ico ’s Squash Inn 

O p e n  ( in  w h ic h  h e  b e a t  fe llo w  

T o r o n to n ia n  G ra h a m  R yd ing  in  th e  

f in a l) ,  th e  P it tsb u rg h  O p e n  an d  th e  

M A A A  In v ita tiona l in C anada.

T h e  Powef surge, however, revealed 

i ts e l f  in  O c to b e r  1996 w h en  h e  p u t 

him self and C an ad a  on  th e  squash map 

of th e  w orld w h en , unseeded, he won 

the $40,000 T o u rn am en t o f C ham pions 

in N ew  Y ork , th e re b y  b e co m in g  th e  

first N o r th  A m e ric a n  to  w in a m ajor 

in te rn a tio n a l squash title.

By A pril ’97, and only th e  second 

a p p e a ra n c e  by P o w er in  th e  B ritish  

O p e n , th e  C a n a d ia n  already  h a d  two 

f u r th e r  t i t l e s  u n d e r  h is  b e lt  -  th e  

In terna tiona l Tours in France, in w hich 

he b ea t E gypt’s A hm ed  Barada 3 -0  in

Name
Date of Birth 
Country
Current World Ranking 
Highest World Ranking

th e  final, and th e  H ungarian  O p en  in 

Budapest, where he beat Peter N icol 3- 

1 in the final. T h is was to  be Pow er’s 

firs t o f four v ic to r ie s  o v e r  th e  fu tu re  

world N o l in 1997, since losing to the 

S co t in th e  second round of th e  H ong 

Kong O pen  in A ugust 1996.

Injury has plagued Pow er’s progress 

in 1998; in February, h e  was forced to 

pull out o f his Super Series Finals debur 

fo llow ing  a lig am en t te a r  in his righ t 

a n k le  -  w h ic h  h e  in c u r re d  d u r in g  a 

basketball game w ith his fa th er John . “I 

was doing th e  fa th e r-so n  th ing , trying 

to  bond with my Dad. I fell pretty  hard 

a n d  la n d e d  o n  my a n k le , ” sa id  a 

disconsolate Power from T oron to .

His first appearance in th e  year was 

short-lived  -  he  survived th e  first round 

o f  th e  British O pen , but crashed out of 

th e  second in agony a fte r aggravating  

h is  t ro u b le d  a n k le  a g a in s t  W e lsh  

qualifier David Evans.

P o w er w as e ig h t  w h e n  h e  was 

in troduced to squash by his father, who 

was a na tiona l O ver-40s and  O ver-45s 

ch am pion . Jo n a th o n  a lso  excelled  in 

b a s k e tb a l l  a n d  t e n n i s .  H is  c u r r e n t  

a m b itio n  is c lear, “1 w an t to be world 

N o l .”



f

PAUL JOHNSON
18th July 1972
England

5
5 (October 1998)

L e f t - h a n d e r  P au l J o h n s o n  f ir s t  

appeared on  th e  PSA  world rankings at 

213  in  Ja n u a ry  19 9 0 , a g ed  17. By 

S e p tem b e r, th e  L ondoner had  broken  

in to  the top 100 at ‘94, th en  two years 

later, in Septem ber 1992, he  crept into 

th e  top 50 at 36. His top 20 dehut at 20 

in M arch 1994 was inconclusive, as he 

wavered in and out of this list un til 1998 

w hen he m oved determ inedly  up to  14 

in February, and  onw ard to  his curren t 

c a re e r-h ig h  p o s itio n  in Ju ly  o f  w orld  

No5.

T h e  tu rn ing  po in t in his career came 

w hen he took th e  decision  to  move to  

H arrogate  in  th e  n o rth  o f  E ngland, to  

w o rk  w ith  n a t io n a l  c o a c h  D av id  

Pearson. “My game is getting  be tte r and 

b e t t e r  -  t h e  m ove  is b r in g in g  its  

rewards,” h e  said at the time.

Johnson’s first title  win for four years 

cam e in February 1997 when he won the 

A n tw e rp  O p e n  in  B e lg iu m . T h e  

fo llo w in g  m o n th  he  re a c h e d  th e  last 

eight o f th e  H ungarian O pen -  th is time 

losing to N icol. His appearance later in 

th e  1997 B ritish  O p e n  w ill be 

re m e m b e re d  as o n e  o f  th e  m ost 

r e m a rk a b le  m a rc h e s  in  th e  e v e n t ’s 

history: Johnson, w ith m atch-ball in the 

third, seemed to be heading to  a second 

successive  firs t round  w in o v e r  P e te r  

N icol. T h e  po in t was played; the players

shook hands and walked off court as the 

aud ience  ch ee red  a repea t win for th e  

E n g lish m a n . T h e  re fe re e , h o w e v e r, 

c a l le d  th e  p a ir  b a ck  to  re p la y  th e  

d ispu ted  p o in t -  w hich  saw th e  gam e, 

and eventually  th e  m atch, th en  go to  the 

Scot!

1998 has seen two further PSA T our 

titles claim ed by Johnson -  the Marsh &  

M c L e n n a n  A p a w a m is  O p e n  in  N ew  

York in  Ja n u a ry , a n d  th e  H u n g a r ia n  

O pen, in w hich he defeated com patrio t 

Del H arris 5/15 15/8 15/9 15/10 in the 

final, in M arch.

T h e  so n  o f  a s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a l  

foo tballer, Johnson  tu rned  dow n term s 

w ith leading London club Q ueens Park 

R a n g ers  a t  16 to  p u rsu e  a c a re e r  in 

squash.
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Date of Birth 
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Highest World Ranking

T h is  new  era began  in 1996 -  he 

reached th e  sem i-finals o f th e  H artford 

C up in the U SA , then  the quarter-finals 

o f  th e  B r i t is h  O p e n  in A p r i l ,  a f te r  

causing a m ajor upset w hen he dismissed 

fourth seed Peter Nicol in the first round 

-  th e  S c o t ’s fo u r th  c o n s e c u t iv e  

unsuccessful a ttem pt to win a m atch  in 

th is prem ier cham pionship.

Name
Date of Birth 
Country
Current World Ranking 
Highest World Ranking

JANSHER KHAN
10TH JUNE 1969
Pakistan

6
1 (January 1998)

O n  January 1st 1998, Jansher Khan 

c o n f irm e d  h is  s t a tu s  as o n e  o f  th e  

sp o rtin g  legends o f  ou r tim e  w hen  he 

celebrated a ten-year span as the world’s 

N o l squash player.

It was on  1st January 1998 th a t the 

P eshaw ar-born  P ak istan , now  29, first 

topped the PSA  world rankings. It was a 

position he held for 96 m onths in total, 

only slipping to  second  slo t during  th e  

period, in all cases but one  beh ind  the 

s p o r t ’s o th e r  g re a t  le g e n d a ry  fig u re , 

Jahangir Khan.

J a n s h e r  p la y e d  h is  f irs t  e v e n t in 

1998 with bo th  knees heavily bandaged 

-  and his pride den ted  by the loss o f his 

W o rld  N o l  s ta tu s  in  F e b ru a ry . 

R e m a rk a b ly , th is  d is a b il i ty  fa iled  to  

p re v en t h im  from  w in n in g  h is fo u rth  

S uper Series F inals t i t le  in five years, 

when he beat S im on Parke 15/12 13/15 

15/11 15/10 in th e  H atfie ld  final, after 

overcom ing N ico l in  s tra ig h t games in 

the semi-finals.

C o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  sp e c ia l is ts  in 

England revealed a to rn  ligam ent in one 

k nee , and  m isa lig n m e n t in th e  o th er. 

D eclining advice to  have surgery at the 

tim e, for fear th a t th is  m ight prematurely 

e n d  h is  c a r e e r ,  h e  c o m p e te d  in  th e  

B ritish  O p en  a t th e  end  o f  M arch. It 

was th e  first tim e he had no t been the 

N o l  se e d  s in c e  1 9 9 0 , an d  h e  was 

severely tested as early as th e  first round 

w hen he needed five games to overcom e 

B e lg iu m ’s to p  20  n e w c o m e r  S te fa n  

Casteleyn.

For th e  s e c o n d  su c c e s s iv e  y e ar, 

Jansher faced N ico l in  th e  final -  but 

th is  t im e  th e  S c o t  w as th e  v ic to r ,  

beating a clearly less-than-100%  Jansher 

K h a n  1 7 /1 6  15/5  15/4  in f ro n t  o f  a 

capacity  crowd in th e  n a tio n a l Indoor 

A rena in Birmingham.

Soon afterw ards Jansher decided to 

u n d e rg o  su rg e ry  o n  b o th  k n e e s  in

Lahore, Pakistan, and expected to return 

to  the PSA circuit in August “fitter than  

ever before".

Jan sh e r K h an ’s o rig in a l aim s were 

always clear. “From the first day 1 picked 

up a racket, my am bition was to become 

W o rld  c h a m p io n .  1 w ish  to  be 

re m e m b e re d  as p e rh a p s  th e  g re a te s t  

player o f all tim e,” he added. Few would 

d e n y  th a t  h is  u 'ish  h as  a lre a d y  b e en  

g ran ted : H e cu rren tly  boasts a record 

eight world O pen  titles -  two more th an  

n a m e sa k e  Ja h a n g ir  -  a n d  six  B ritish  

O p e n  titles , four fewer th a n  Jah an g ir’s 

rem arkable record  o f  te n  B ritish  O pen  

wins.

Jansher first cam e to  notice in 1986 

w h e n  h e  w on th e  W o rld  Ju n io r  t it le ,  

aged 17, beating  R odney Evles 9/3 9/0 

9 /2  in  th e  f in a l  in  B risb a n e . T h e  

following year, on his first overseas tour, 

he won all th ree  O p en  titles in the Far 

East — beating Jahangir K han for the first 

tim e in Hong Kong.

L a te r in 1987 h e  w on  th e  W orld  

O p e n  t i t l e  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e ,  in  

B irm in g h a m , E n g la n d , to  b e g in  h is  

re co rd -b re ak in g  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  th is  

supreme squash title. S ince  th en  he has 

e s ta b lish e d  a fo rm id a b le  se q u e n c e  o f 

success -  w inn ing  10 tit le s  in  ‘92 and 

‘93, 9 in ‘94 and ‘95, 8 in ‘96 and ‘97, 

and 1 (to  date) in 98 -  bringing his total 

career tally o f m ajor in te rna tiona l titles

to  ‘87.

Married w ith th ree  ch ild ren , Jansher 

d iv ides his tim e  b e tw een  h is hom e in 

P eshaw ar a n d  a base in  L o n d o n . H e 

e n jo y s  film s a n d  m u sic , b u t  d is lik e s  

travelling. “1 love squash, and playing in 

tournam ents, but I ha te  all th e  hassle of 

g e tt in g  th e r e ! ” says th e  in d o m ita b le  

w o rld  c h a m p io n , w h o  is c o a c h e d  by 

elder bro ther M ohibullah Khan, a former 

world N o2 and British O p en  finalist in 

1975.

N-"' IS n



MARTIN HEATH
31st January 1973
Scotland

7
7 (November 1998)

M a r t in  H e a th ,  25 , w as b o rn  in 

Stirling  in Scotland and now lives in the 

c o a s ta l  to w n  o f  O b a n  in  W e s te rn  

H ighlands, one o f S cotland’s m ost idyllic 

tourist attractions.

H e m ade h is professional debu t in 

1993, appearing for th e  first tim e in the 

January PSA  W orld  ranking at 251. By 

M arch 1994 he reached 100, and made 

his top 50 debut a t 45 eight m onths later 

in N ovem ber. N o t until Septem ber 1996 

did he first break into the top 20, leaping 

from  29 to  19. His ra n k in g  fluc tua ted  

little  in the m onths th a t followed - until 

Novem ber 1998, w hen he becam e one of 

th e  very few players to make his top ten 

d eb u t from  a p o s itio n  ou tside  th e  top 

tw enty - soaring from 21 to  a career-high

N o .7.

M artin  has spent most o f his squash 

career in th e  shadow of his world N o .l 

com patrio t Peter N icol - but in the Al- 

A h ra m  In te rn a t io n a l  o f O c to b e r  th is  

y e a r , h e  a c h ie v e d  o n e  o f  h is  m o st 

satisfying PS A T our wins w hen  he beat 

N ico l fo r th e  first tim e since  th e  pair 

w ere in  t h e i r  e a rly  te e n s  - 12 y ears  

before.

H e a th  first m ade his m ark  on  th e  

PSA w hen he  reached the quarter finals 

o f the Sao Paulo O pen in Brazil - early 

th e  fo llow ing  year reg istering  h is first 

T o u r  t i t l e  by w in n in g  th e  M azda 

P ro fe ss io n a l C h a m p io n sh ip  in H o n g  

K o n g , th e n  la te r  c la im in g  th e  

Philadelphia O pen title  in the USA.

A fte r  beco m in g  th e  D anish  O p e n  

cham pion in A pril 1996, H ea th  w ent on 

to secure his richest tour prize to date - 

beating  P ak istan ’s top seed Zubir Jahan 

K han 3/0 to  w in th e  Singapore title  in

O ctober w ithou t conceding a game. He 

la te r  ack n o w le d g ed  th a t  he fa iled  to 

capitalise on  th is success “1 started to get 

too keen after Singapore, and becam e ill 

and in ju red  - th e  re su lt o f w h ich  was 

losing in the first round of the n ex t eight 

tournam ents I played”.

Exactly a year later he was back on 

th e  w in n e r’s rostrum  again, lifting  the 

S ingapore O p en  trophy  for th e  second 

successive year.

H e a th  began 1998 by reach ing  th e  

f in a l  o f  th e  E sso  H a n d e rs  O p e n  in  

Belgium, and later failed to  win his third 

successive Singapore O pen title  w hen he 

fe ll in  a f iv e -g a m e  q u a r te r - f in a l  to  

Pakistan’s M ir Zam an Gul. H e followed 

his A l-A h ram  success by reach in g  the 

q u a r te r - f in a ls  o f  th e  P a k is ta n  O p e n , 

losing to  C anada’s G raham  Ryding who 

w ent on  to remove th e  events top seed 

A hm ed Barada in th e  semi-finals.

T h e  son of a basketball player and 

semi-professional footballer, H eath  took 

up  sq u a sh  a t  th e  age o f  e ig h t .  H e 

graduated from  Glasgow U niversity w ith 

a BSc in  P hysio logy , Psychology  and 

Sports S cience and eventually  plans to 

do a M asters degree in the U SA . W hile 

in his early career he was influenced by 

Ja n sh e r  K h a n  a n d  C h ris  D ittm a r , h e  

currently  seeks inspiration from the like 

o f  H e rm a n  H esse, B uddha an d  A lle n  

Ginsberg.

O f th e  two am bitions he listed at the 

b e g in n in g  o f  1998, on ly  one  rem ain s 

o u ts tan d in g : “T o  ach iev e  a w orld top 

four ranking”. T h e  other? “T o beat Peter 

Nicol w hen it counts” !.
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ALEX GOUGH
8th December 1970
W ales

8
5 (July 1998)

Stefan C asteleyn 15/12 15/10 15/9 in the 

final, but later fell at the first hurdle in 

his debut British O pen  as a seed, losing 

to  A ustralian qualifier Joseph Kneipp in 

five games.

R e m a rk a b ly , d e s p i te  b e in g  th e  

c o u n try ’s h ig h e s t- ra n k e d  p layer ever, 

A lex  G ough has never won th e  W elsh 

N atio n a l C ham pionsh ips. In th e  1997 

f in a l in D ecem ber, he  lost in s tra ig h t 

gam es to  c lo se  r iv a l  D a v id  E vans. 

G ough’s future? W hen  he finally hangs 

up his squash rackets, he plans to return 

to  university to study for his PhD.

It was only in Septem ber 1993 (the 

same m onth  th a t Jansher Khan began his 

unbroken 52 -m onth  reign at N o l)  th a t 

th e  N ew port-born  W elshm an m ade his 

PSA debut at 227. He crashed in to  the 

top 100 at 52 in May 1994, breaking into 

the top 50 at N o .50 in July. N ot until 

July 1997, however, did he enter the top 

20 -  le a p in g  from  28 to  15 -  b e fo re  

making his top ten  debut at No7 at the 

beginning of 1998. In July, he reached 

his career-best No5 position, becom ing 

th e  h ighest-ranked  W elsh  player o f all 

time.

His breakthrough cam e in the PSA 

T o u r ’s r ic h e s t  a n d  m o st s p e c ta c u la r  

e v e n t ,  th e  A l-A h ra m  In te rn a t io n a l ,  

s ta g ed  in  Ju n e  by E g y p t’s fam o u s 

p y ram id s in G iza  n e a r  C a iro . A f te r  

fighting th rough  th e  qualifiers, he beat 

A ustralia’s A n thony  H ill 3-0 in the first 

round, th en  took a 2-1 lead against 4 th  

seed  J o n a th o n  P o w er w h e n  th e  

C a n a d ia n  re tire d  w ith  a back  in ju ry . 

T h e  insp ired  W elsh m an  th en  reached  

h is  f i r s t  m a jo r  s e m i- f in a l  w h e n  h e  

c ru sh e d  A u s t r a l i a ’s B re tt  M a r t in  in  

straight games -  reversing th e  result of 

t h e i r  m e e t in g  th e  y e a r  b e fo re . H is 

confidence-boosting run came to an  end 

when he lost 15/11 15/12 15/5 in the last 

four to top seed Jansher Khan.

A le x  G o u g h  w as th e  ‘y o u n g e s t ’ 

p la y e r  in  th e  w o rld  to p  20  a t  th e  

beginning of 1998. N ot, at 27 years old, 

the youngest in age, but the player who 

had been a PSA mem ber for the shortest 

time.

Elsewhere, G ough’s top ten  status in 

1998 b ro u g h t  m ix e d  rew ard s  -  he  

c linched  th e  G reen w ich  O pen t it le  in 

th e  U SA  in January, beating Belgium ’s



D an Jenson  tu rn ed  professional in from the PSA  T our in July. H e made his

1993, fresh from the squash departm ent 

o f th e  South  A ustralian Sports Institute 

(S A S I). T h e  ta ll (1 .86m ) 23 year old 

Aussie has m ade steady progress up the 

w orld rank ings since first appearing  in 

July 1993 a t N o .213. H e broke in to  the 

top 100 in May 1994, th e  top 50 exactly 

o n e  y e a r  la te r ,  a n d  m ad e  h is  f irs t  

a p p e a ra n c e  in  th e  to p  tw e n ty  in  

N ovem ber 1996. January 1998 saw his 

world top  ten  debut a t No. 10.

It was in 1996 that Jenson first made 

his mark am ongst the W orld’s e lite. His 

m ost n o tab le  ach ievem en t was beating  

fellow A ustralian  and world top 5 player 

B rett M artin  3-1 in the second round of 

the H ong Kong O pen.

Jenson truly cam e of age in 1997. In 

th e  first m ajor PSA  T our ev en t o f  th e  

year, th e  A ustrian  O pen, he carved his 

way th ro u g h  th e  fie ld  - b e a tin g  Irish  

N o .8 se e d  D erek  R y an , th e n  c ir c u i t  

‘v e te ra n ’ P ak istan i Zarak Jah an  K han, 

and finally world N o .2 Rodney Eyles - to 

reach th e  final unseeded.

T h e  British O pen audience in W ales 

were th e  n ex t to  be mesmerised by the 

young A ussie. A gain unseeded, Jenson  

f irs t  re m o v e d  th e  fo u r th  seed  S im o n  

P a rk e  in  s t r a ig h t  g am es, a n d  th e n  

co n trib u ted  towards one o f  th e  ev en t's  

g rea tes t c o m p e titiv e  e n co u n te rs  o f  all 

t im e  - a t i t a n i c  1 0 8 -m in u te  b a t t l e  

a g a in s t  E n g la n d s  to p  t e n  p la y e r  D el 

Harris, in w hich h e  fought back from 2-1 

down and saved two m atch-balls, before 

w inning in five games.

M is fo r tu n e  s tru c k  th e  a m ia b le  

Jen so n  in th e  sum m er w hen a b roken  

bone in his foot caused him to withdraw

c o m e b a c k  a t  th e  W o rld  O p e n  in 

Malaysia in N ovem ber, but rounded off 

the year in style - partnering  Liz Irving 

to  win th e  Mixed in th e  inaugural W orld 

Doubles C ham pionships in Hong Kong, 

and w ith  C ra ig  R ow land  re ac h ed  th e  

final o f  th e  M en’s event.

A fter losing to  Derek in four games 

in th e  final o f th e  H artford C up in the 

U SA , and reaching the quarter-finals of 

th e  M arsh &  M cL ennan O pen  in New 

York, th e  A u s tr ia n  O p e n  in Linz, and 

H ungarian in Budapest, the h ighlight o f 

Jenson’s 1998 to  date  was reaching the 

last four o f th e  British O pen - in only his 

th i r d  a p p e a ra n c e  in  th e  p re s t ig io u s  

even t. A fte r b eatin g  C an ad a ’s G raham  

R id in g  in  th e  s e c o n d  ro u n d  in  fiv e  

gam es, h e  d ism issed  W elsh  q u a lif ie r  

D avid E vans in  th e  las t e ig h t, before 

losing a c lo se -fo u g h t four-gam e se m i­

final 15/9 15/8 10/15 15/10 to defending 

cham pion Jansher Khan.

Jenson, a bright new talen t from the 

southern  hem isphere, is one of the most 

e x c itin g  new  p layers to  a rriv e  o n  th e  

world scene.
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DAN JENSON
20th June 1975
Australia

9
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CHRIS WALKER
1 1th June 1967
England

10 (October ’98)
1 (March ’97)

H e p re se rv e d  th is  ‘s in g le - f ig u re ’ 

standing before h ittin g  N o.4 in the final 

PSA ranking list o f  1996 - when he also 

becam e th e  h ighest-ranked Englishm an 

for the first tim e. Surprisingly perhaps, it 

was no t until M arch 1997 th a t C hris was 

formally pronounced N o .l in the S R A ’s 

England ranking for the first time.

T he com petitive highpoint o f C hris 

W alker’s career was a t th e  end of 1995 

w h e n  h e  c a p ta in e d  E n g la n d  to  h is  

country’s first ever success in the W orld 

Team  C ham pionships, and th en  earned 

his biggest prize after beating  top  seed 

R odney Eyles to  reach  th e  final o f th e  

M ah in d ra  In te rn a t io n a l  C h a lle n g e  in 

B om bay, w h ere  h e  lo st to  S c o t la n d ’s 

Peter Nicol.

A fter resigning his position  on  th e  

P S A  b o a rd  in  l a te  1995 in  o rd e r  to  

concen tra te  on  his on-court pursuits, he 

started 1996 on  a high , claim ing his first 

title  on th e  PSA T our when he won the 

M arsh  &  M c L e n n a n  A p aw am is 

tournam ent in N ew York.

C hris has represented England more 

th an  60 tim es, a fter first being selected

B orn  in  C h e lm sfo rd , Essex , l e f t ­

h a n d e r  C h r is  W a lk e r to o k  up squash  

when his parents bought a club in nearby 

C o lch e ste r , a lso  th e  hom etow n  o f his 

lifelong friend Del Harris. It was in May 

1987 th a t  C h ris  first appeared  o n  th e  

m en’s W orld ranking list - interestingly, 

some two years after Harris, who is two 

years younger. By S ep tem b er 1988 he 

had  re ac h ed  th e  to p  50, and on ly  six 

m onths la te r m ade his top 20 debut at 

No. 19. H e m aintained th is top 20 status 

u n t il  N o v e m b e r  1992 - m ore th a n  3 

years later - w hen he finally broke in to  

th e  top ten  at No. 10.

His m ain focus for 1998 was to  be 

se lec ted  for E n g land  in  th e  first ever 

a p p e a ra n c e  o f  sq u a sh  in  th e  

C o m m o n w ea lth  G am es in S ep tem ber. 

W ith  M ark C a irn s , h e  was ch o sen  to 

lead  E n g la n d ’s go ld  m eda l b id in th e  

m en ’s doubles in M alaysia. T h e  W orld 

C ham pions’ reward, how ever, was bronze 

- as they  fell to  th e  A u stra lian  pair o f 

R odney Eyles and  Byron D avis in th e  

semi-final in Kuala Lumpur.

C h r is  r e c e n t ly  m ov,ed from  

C o lch e s te r  to  L o n d o n , w here he lives 

and trains as the Squash Professional at 

th e  Prestigious D olphin  Square complex 

in  P im lic o . “T h e  f a c i l i t ie s  th e r e  are  

trem endous, and 1 feel th a t my game has 

sign ifican tly  im proved since  I’ve been 

based there ,” said W alker.

Like m any squash players, C hris is 

also a keen golfer. H e enjoys tenn is and 

football and prides him self on  his victory 

over England team  coach N eil Harvey at 

backgammon! H e is an unasham ed lover 

o f fast cars, late nights, music, films and 

m o b ile  p h o n e s  - b u t  h is  fo rm er 

ex p erien ce  as a co m p u te r  program m er 

w ill e n su re  t h a t  a p ro sp e ro u s  c a re e r  

aw aits C hris w hen  he finally  hangs up 

his squash rackets.

in 1989. His crow ning ach ievem ent for 

his country was to  cap ta in  th e  England 

squad in th e ir successful defence o f the 

W o rld  T eam  C h a m p io n sh ip ’s t i t le  in 

Malaysia in N ovem ber 1997.


