
Introducing a brand new
prestigious

squash and health chib 
in the very heart of 
the City of London

The Directors of City Squash are pleased 
to announce that they will be opening a brand 
new executive squash and health club in (he 
City of London during Septem ber 1979.

The Club will comprise eight air-conditioned 
squash courts with ultra-modem fully equipped 
changing rooms for men and women. It will alsohavea 
superb health club, including an executive gymnasium, 
saunas, massage and physiotherapy services.
In addition to the bar and snack restaurant, (here will 
also be a  specialised health food bar forming a part of 
the health club.

City Squash are selling membership to this 
exciting new club now. Soifyouwant toget in before 
the rush and save on registration fees, write wilh your 
enquiries to:—

Mr. David Turner, Director 
City Squash Limited 
73 Commercial Road,
London, El IRA.
Tel: 01-247 0247.

(Z irvS ctuM S H

The Women’s World 
Open Squash Championshi

f

Sponsored by

P re tty

Lim ited

5th-12th 
March 1979
ABBEYDALE PARK SRC 
SHEFFIELD



There’s more than meets the eye in 
Banbury Squash Courts.

There's Banbury's unique know-how. We’ve been 
producing and erecting squash courts for over 14 
years -  in fact we’ve built more than anyone else -  so 
naturally we know what we’re talking about.

No-one else produces Lytag walls, which do not 
need plastering or rendering in any way. They’re 
superbly true in play, and require virtually no 
maintenance.

Flooring, lighting and ventilation? All you could 
wish for -  and a range of alternative finishes and 
facings for looks and durability. Banbury provide the 
best value-for-money courts on the market.

Let us give you details of how we can help. Send 
us your name and address and we will 'phone to arrange 
a convenient appointment to discuss your 
particular requirements.

BANBURY
SQUASH COURT UNITS
Approved by the Squash Rackets Association

CRr T  London Brick Buildings Leisure Division

Banbury Squash Courts Limited, 1. Banbury House, 
Leamington Spa, Warks. Tel. 0926 30311. 
Subsidiary Company Banbury Sportwalllnc.U.SA 
Licencees in South Africa, Canada, France and Holland.

Racquets
Sports shop
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The Women's Squash Rackets Association 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
thefollowing companies for their very 
gratefully received assistance in the staging 
o f the world Championship.

SLAZENGER
who have contributed the sweaters 

for the officials.

SCHWEPPES
CAMPARI

ASSOCIATED BISCUITS
who have all contributed their products 

for the Championships.

CHRYSLER (U.K.)
who have kindly made their cars available to the 

players while they are on tour.

Women's Squash 
Rackets Association

In the good old days, going back to around the 
1 930s, only a very fewwomen played squash 
compared with the present day, and certainly no 
men's Association would have spent time or energy 
in organising events for the so-called weaker sex. It 
was with this in mind that the Women's S R A 
started, run entirely by willing volunteers, and 
gradually year by year it has grown to the extent that 
now, in 1 979, it is necessary to employ two full-time 
administrators and a part-time Coaching Secretary to 
work in conjunction with the voluntary committees

Any organised sport has to have an administrative 
structure for international liaison, to keep rule 
changes up-to-date, to organise national 
competitions and coaching at all levels for the benefit 
of all players of all standards An impression of the 
W S.R A as an autocratic group solely concerned 
with rules and procedures for the top players is far 
from the truth. We are a democratic body of people 
voting annually for Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Executive Committee members all of whom have one 
fundamental aim and object, to help players of all 
standards enjoy their game to the utmost

Nine national competitions are run from the W.SR A 
Office every year -  with senior international events 
such as this year's World Open Individual 
Championship and World Team competition, or other 
Test series' like that of last season versus New 
Zealand, hosted in addition to the regular events Of 
these nine events five are run for junior players, and 
junior members of the W S R A get a very good deal 
from the Association and the legion of volunteers 
within their schools and Counties, in terms of 
provision of competition and coaching opportunities 
-a n d  all for £ 1 00 per annum The 'average' club 
player and the beginner are also important to the 
W S R A , and the major part of office time is spent 
helping and advising, answering queries concerning 
how and where to get coaching, what Clubs to join,

which competitions are available to a player locally 
and nationally, and what happens when the ball splits 
in half and one half falls into the nick and the other is 
carried off by a hibernating hamster who happened to 
materialise out of a hole in the floor -  is that a let, 
please! The most popular competition run by the 
W.S.R A. is the Challenger's Cupwhich isa 
tournament open to anyone in Great Britain who has 
never competed in the final of any open competition 
before, and the event is zoned in the early rounds to 
cut down unnecessary travelling as much as possible.

Individual members of the W S R A are fed 
information regularly in the form of News Bulletins, the 
annual Handbook, and other circulations, and receive 
priority in the booking of tickets for all W S R A -  run 
events All affiliated Clubs receive this information 
too, although it sometimes helps if a vigilant female 
committee member can rescue it from a male Club 
Secretary's waste-paper basket. Help is available 
from the Office at all levels whether queries concern 
coaching, teaching courses, information about 
events or anything else to do with squash 
Membership is just £2.00 per annum and is well 
worthwhile if squash is an important hobby to you 
Not only that, but you have also the satisfaction of 
knowing that you are helping to support the game in 
which you participate, and who knows, to which you 
may become addicted like over a million other 
women I

The W.S.R.A. is grateful for the support it receives 
from the S.R A., and there is close liaison between 
the two bodies on matters of mutual interest More 
than ever, thanks must go to the tireless workers for 
the game in clubs, schools and County Associations 
whogive so freely of their time and enthusiasm, and 
without whose dedication the gifted players gathered 
in Britain for the world's premier event might never 
have achieved so much
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W IS P  IS  FO R  YOU!
S IN G L E . E N G A G E D  

M A R R IE D . S E P A R A T E D  

D E S E R T E D . D IV O R C E D  

OR A B O U T  TO R E -W E D

W IS P  IS  FO R  YOU!
WHAT IS W ISP?

W om en 's In d iv id u a l S a v in g s  P la n

A comprehensive insurance — savings plan 
designed by women, for women, with 

the interests of women in mind. 
Something which has never 

existed until now.

For further details please contact 
DOROTHY GENN 

at

WISP
Women’s Individual Savings Plan 

Langham Life Assurance Company Limited 
Langham House Holmbrook Drive 

London NW4 2NX
STOP PRESS ... ETHIC!!! First ever Equal Terms Health Insurance Contract

for women + unique HomeBenefit for housewives. Apply now.

Abbeydale Park 
Squash Rackets Club
The Abbeydale Park Squash Rackets Club is one of 
the associated clubs which comprise the Sheffield 
Amateur Sports Club, whose home is in the thirty 
acres of Abbeydale Park, a permanent home for 
amateur sport in Sheffield

The Sports Club itself was founded in 191 Land 
moved to Abbeydale in 1920, at that time with four 
sports -  cricket, football, hockey, and rugby. Squash 
was started with three courts in 1934, and other 
sports now at Abbeydale are Ladies' Hockey, Tennis,
Bowls, Archery, Table Tennis, and Badminton

The Squash Club recently opened its eighth court -  
adjacent and parallel to the famous Championship 
C ourt-the first of its kind in Britain This Club -  so 
popular with amateur and professional players alike 
is now proud to welcome the first "Womens' Open —
Squash Rackets Championships" to be held in 
Britain, in 1979

BGXIGfD'fS

..."You ran sec for yourself how things have improved here since we 
installed Ellis Pearson glass walls, more audience space, better 
coaching facilities and with TV coverage of the main 
competitions so much easier, we really have a lot more to j?
offer both to the players and spectators. The cost Is ^  F,HJt 
reasonable, no more expensive than the conventional\ j A  Mate 

solid wall design with balcony and viewing / emXZl'aiasa 
gallerv, but so mui h more flexible. W e  are p o  bo«-w. Adas sr.

,  . .  . ^  Sheffie ld S4 7RA, Englan,
planning to extend soon -  using ^

Pearson Class of Course."
C le a r ly  a g o o d  in v e s t m e n ^ ^ ^
Squash Classback walls by Ellis Ftearson^ 
now installed in major squash 
clubs world wide.

ai-sr/tAHA AUSTRIA CANADA ^
CiVC ANQ fRANCt titPVANV 
• C i i- in o  scc. ’ i a iv ; ^
Sw ttXN  f  AV 'Z (K l a  NO
SOD?*AFRICA USA TrC*  as •

WWT

ADDRESS

apt>ro/it>ate
.N am e o1 n e a te s t ag en t io  
C on tac tEllis Pearson Glasswalls,PO. Box 48. Atlas Street.

SheffieldS4 7RA.England.Tel (0)742 78711 Telex 547128 Member cf :~.e H A  7 Croao i t  Corrvemn



We specialise in winning.
‘The onjy official SRA championship ball.
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There are 3 things that always 
give a great performance.

Qamar Zairian.
The Dunlop maxply Fort.
HndThe Dunlop Black 

championship ball:

... 
... W

at
on

xg
Br

f

List of Competitors
AKABANE Mrs. Ginny
AUCAMP Miss Renee
ARMSTRONG Miss Dorothy 
ASHTON MissJayne

BARNIVILLE
BOSTOCK
BRIDGENS
BURDEN

DAVIDSON
DIGGENS
DUE-BOJE

Mrs. Geraldine 
Mrs. Alexandra 
Miss Valerie 
Mrs. Barbara

Miss Pamela 
Mrs. Barbara 
Mrs. Katarina

JOHNSON
JONES

KING

LA WES

MACHIN
MAYCOCK
MALTBY
MARSHALL
McKAY
MOORE
MORRIS
MURRAY

Miss Beverley 
Miss Jenny 

Mrs. Sue 

MissTeresa 

Miss Carol 
Mrs. Joyce 
Mrs. Barbara 
Mrs. Fran 
Mrs. Heather 
Miss Lesley 
Miss Averil 
Mrs. Shelagh

GILBERT Mrs. Elene
GLOVER Miss Penny
GREENBERG Mrs. Mariann 
GREGG Mrs. Ray
GUY Mrs. Pamela

CARMICHAELMiss Brenda
CHAPMAN
CLONDA
COGSWELL
CORBETT
CUMINGS

Mrs. Claire 
Miss Carin 
Miss Sue 
Mrs. Diana 
Miss Alison

HAIG Miss Pam
HARGREAVESMiss Felicity 
HAYE Mrs. Soraya
HELLERMANN Mrs Ellen
HEWITT
HINNEGAN
HOFFMANN
HOLMES
HOLTON
HUBINGER
IBBOTSON

Mrs. Irene 
Miss Elaine 
Miss Vicki 
Miss Loraine 
Miss Denise 
Miss Lyle 
Miss Nicola

NYAD
OWEN

PATON
PEXMAN
POYNDER

RASHID
REYNOLDS

SANDERSON
SHARP
SHERREN
SMITH
SMITH
SMITH
STRAUSS

THOMPSON
THORNE

WALL
WEYMULLER
WIDMER
WRENCH
WRIGHT
ZACHARIAH

Miss Diana 

Miss Annette

MissSusan 
Dr. Sue 
Miss Jane

Miss Rukhsana 
Mrs. Sue

Dr. Barbara 
Mrs. Dorothy 
Mrs. Di 
Miss Angela 
Mrs. Anne 
Mrs. Anne P 
Miss Ruth

Miss Ann 
Mrs. Rhonda 

Miss Barabara 
Mrs. Carol 
Mrs. Kay 
Mrs. Sandra 
Miss Sue 
Miss Margaret

THIS IS
FORmuins

#  Formula ‘S’ is the Hard Plaster System which has 
solved the problem o f the provision of stable and 
durable playing surfaces fo r Squash Courts.

Formula 'S' has many advantages including prolonged 
service, reduced maintenance costs and quicker more 
effective repairs when necessary.

%  Formula 'S ' (RB) System fo r resurfacing squash court 
playing surfaces w ithou t substantial preparatory work, 
as long as the existing finish is not less than 2 years old.

#  A  complementary product 'S' Cleanse is also available 
fo r the periodic cleaning and maintenance of Formula 
'S' finish.

P R O D O R I T E  1 9 7 9  S P O N S O R S H I P S

include

W arwickshire Jun io r Amateur (closed) Squash Championships

Prodorite Men's Invitation Amateur (16 ) Event and 
W omen's Invitation (16 )Event

The W omen's W orld Open Squash Team Championships 

F O R M U L A  'S ' IS O F F I C I A L L Y  A P P R O V E D  B Y  

T H E  S Q U A S H  R A C K E T S  A S S O C IA T IO N

Please send fo r Brochure giving fu l l  details

PRODORITE LTD.
Eagle Works,
Wednesbury,
West Midlands, WS10 7LT

Tel: 021-556 1821 
Telex: 338299 

A  m em b er o f  th e  R e v e rte x  G ro u p  o f  C o m p a n ie s .



The 
Best of 
British

LESLEY M O O R E

TERESA LAW ES
Teresa returned to her native G.B. from New Zealand in 1971 and 
has since become a major force in squash in this country. She is 
Captain and No. 1 for Kent, and has represented G.B. consistently 
for the last four years. Last season Teresa contested the final of 
the British Closed with Sue Cogswell, and won the West o f 
England title. She is currently ranked No. 3  and recently 
successfully defended her position as Dutch Champion. Teresa 
captained the first English Ladies Team to compete in the 
European Championships in March 19 78.

Lesley is currently ranked No. 6  and reached the semi-final o f the 
British Closed in 1977. SheisaP.E. teacher and former England 
U 23. hockey player. She played in the first World Championships 
while touring Australia and NewZealand in 1976, and 
represented G.B. against the US.A. in 1976. She also played for 
England in the European Championships in 1978 and played as 
Reserve in the match against Australia and NewZealand in 19 78. 
She currently holds the North-West and Oxfordshire titles.

A N G E L A S M IT H
A former holder of the British Closed title in 1976/77,and 

currently British Professional Champion, Angela was the first 
British player to become a professional tournament circuit player. 

She is based in Stoke-on-Trent and plays No. 1 for Staffordshire. 
So far this season she has regained the North o f England title and 

successfully defended the Mercia Championship. She is ranked 
second to Sue Cogswell and her dedication and competitiveness 

make her a strong challenger for the top spot.

SUE CO G SW ELL
Currently the holder o f the British Closed Championship title, and 
ranked No. 1 in the country. Sue has represented G.B. at home 
and abroad on many occasions since 1973. Last season she- 
played No. 1 for G.B. in three Tests against NewZealand, and one 
against Australia and was victorious in each match. A 
physiotherapist in her native Birmingham, she plays No. 1 for 
Warwickshire, the currently Inter-County Champions, and for 
Edgbaston Priory Club -  currently holders o f the national 
Women s Inter-Club title. She turned professional in May 19 78 
and has since successfully defended her South African Open title, 
and is now playing squash full time.

J A Y N E  A S H T O N
Jayne first represented England when she was 16, and went on to 

complete a very successful junior career with four consecutive Junior 
Championship titles. Now aged 21 .Jayne has gone from strength to 

strength and is now ranked fifth in the country. In 1977 she was the holder 
o f the Welsh title, and in August reached the final o f the NewZealand Open. 
Earlier in the year she was awarded a Churchill Scholarship which enabled 

her to gain experience o f squash in Australasia.

B A R B A R A  D IG G E N S
Barbara lives and works in Brighton and plays 
No. 1 for Sussex -  recently promoted to 
Division / o f the Inter-County Championship. 
She was a vital part o f the G. B. team against 
NewZealand last season, winning all her 
rubbers in the series. During the 1977 British 
Closed she beat defending Champion Angela 
Smith, and finally finished in third place, 
Barbara is currently ranked 4 th in G. B.



INTER-SQUASH

A n g e l a  S m i t h

I N T E R - S Q U A S H

Quality without the expense.
High performance squash shoe as 
worn and favoured by the 1977/78 
British Professional Ladies Squash 
Champion: Angela Smith. Nylon 
and leather upper, foam lining, 
high back padded collar and 
towelling footbed. Inter grip sole, 
for maximum mobility.
Sizes 3 — 12 (inclusive ’/2 's).

Q uality w ithout the expense.
I N T E R - F O O T W E A R  L I M I T E D

22T ow e rfie ld  Road, Shoeburyness, Essex. SS3 9QE. Tel: 03708 4138/9 Telex: 99380 U.K

Australia and New Zealand
SUE KING
Formerly Sue Newman, winner o f the 19 78 British Open at Wembley. Sue was born in Sydney, 
Australia on 24th April, 1950. As a squash professional she enjoys playing Exhibitions and 
coaching, especially juniors. Since her triumph at Wembley last year Sue has travelled both within 
Australia and overseas competing in numerous tournaments; but still found time to get married and 
follow her other interests which include boating, horse riding and stamp collecting. Sue has been 
one o f the leading players in the world for some considerable time and in 1976 was runner-up to 
Heather McKay in the British Open.

V IC K I  H O F F M A N
Vicki was born on the 21 st April, 1955 and has lived in Adelaide a ll her life.She was runner-up in last 
year's British Open final to Sue Newman. Vicki first started playing competitive sports at the age o f 9. 

concentrating on Tennis and Netball. At High School she included Athletics and Squash in her 
activities. A t the age of 18 she retired from competitive dub  tennis and ne tball, ha ving achieved 

State representation in both and State Championship titles in Tennis, and turned her attention solely 
to Squash. An impressive history in Squash makes Vicki a player to look out for in the next few years.

R H O N D A T H O R N E
Another member o f the Australian team to get married since her last appearance on court in this 
country. Formerly Rhonda Shapland, she played through to the Semi finals in the 1978 British 
Open, going down to Sue Newman, having herself dispatched fellow Australians Margaret 
Zachariah and Barbara Wall. Rhonda has been a Queensland State Representative for the past 9 
years; Queensland State Junior Champion, 1972, 1974 and 19 75; Queensland State Women's 
Champion 1978; Australian Junior Champion 4 times; Australian Women's Runner-up in 1978 and 
Quarter-finalist in the British Open in 1977 She was an Australian Junior Representative in 1974 
and has been an Australian Women's Representative since 1977. For the last 12 months, Rhonda 
has been the Manager o f a Brisbane Squash Centre

A N N E S M IT H
Anne is one o f Australia's top squash-playing Mums. Married, with 3  children, Anne is presently 

ranked No. 5 in Australia. Formerly a representative o f Western Australia in basketball, she has been 
playing Squash for 14 years and has been a State Representative since 1968, represented Australia 

in 1974and 1977 touring NewZealand and in 1978 on a tour o f USA and UK.

B A R B A R A  W ALL
Barbara has been playing squash for 20  years, turning Professional in 19 73. She represented 
Western Australia in Interstate competition for 6 years. Barbara, at that time unseeded, met Heather 
McKay in the Final o f the British Open in 1977 and last year was a quarter-finalist in this 
competition. Globetrotting Barbara holds such titles as: Danish Open Champion 1977 and 1978; 
Irish Open Champion 1978; Runner-up in South African Open 1978 and Runner-up in the New 
Zealand Open 1978.

/ / /



...promoting 
British Women's 

Squash

Adams Foods, Leek, Staffordshire

M A R G A R E T  Z A C H A R I AH
Margaret, age 34, is a Diagnostic Radiographer and lives in Melbourne, Victoria. Her squash career 
spans a period o f 11 years o f representation, firstly for Victoria from 1968 in their State team and for 
Australia from 1975. Margaret's achievements to date have been - Australian Champion 1977, 
Irish Open Champion 1977, Victorian Champion 1974, 1975, 19 76, Tasmanian Champion 1971, 
1973, 1975,Women's World Open 3rd  Place, 1976, Runner-up Australian Championships 1975, 
Baba L ewis Tournament Champion (USAI 1977.
Margaret has previously toured Great Britain in 1975 as a member o f the Australian Women's team, 
in 1976 on a private tour and 1978, to compete in the British Open. Also in 1976 she was invited to 
USA to participate in the Bancroft Open in New York.

LYLE H U B IN G E R
Australian professional squash player. Represented Australia against Great Britain as an amateur in 

1974/75. Turned professional in 1977. Quarter finalist in the 1978 British Open. Won the New
Zealand Open Championship 1978.

C A R IN  C LO NDA
Carinis.17 years o f age. She started playing squash four years ago to ease her asthma. In 1976/77, 
Carm won the N.S.W and Australian U/16  title. She is currently the Junior Champion o f both Great 
Britain and Australia, and recently won the U /19 West Sussex Open and U/23 N.S.W. 
Championships. Carm was also the 1978 Captain o f the Australian Junior Team, during test 
matches against New Zealand.

BEV J O H N S O N
Bevis 35  years o f age. She began playing squash at 18- a  convert from A Grade tennis. Be v 

represented the N.S.W. winning State Team for five years. She was runner up to Heather McKay in 
both the first N.S.W. Open and the 1968 British Open. In 1966/68, Bev lived in England, whereshe 

won the East o f England, South o f England and West o f England Championships. In 1969, she 
turned professional to concentrate on coaching. In 1978, Bev became Manager/Coach to the State 

Team -  winners o f the Australian Inter-State title. She is ranked No. 2  in N.S. W.

P A M  GUY
(nee BUCKINGHAM! Auckland. Age 32. Bank Officer. Married last March. Pam ivss New Zealand 
Champion in 1969. 1971. 1973. 1975 and 1978. Runner-up 1967, 1968, 1974. 1976. 1977. 
North Island, Waikato; Bay o f Plenty; Champions 1977. Ranked No. 2  in N.Z. Has represented N.Z. 
on many occasions, at home and abroad, since 1968. Was a member o f the team to Great Britain in 
1973, to South Africa in 1975 and World Open in 1976. In last year's British Open Pam made it 
through to the Third Round, going down to Lyle Hubinger o f Australia, 9-2 5 9 9-5 9 4.
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Special Toffee and Continental 

Chocolates . .  . among the 

finest confectionery in Europe.

M akers o f  superior sweets 

and chocolates since 1911, with 

deliveries every week to  each 

o f  ou r ow n shops throughout 

the land.

J .  W .  T H O R N T O N  L I M I T E D ,  A R C H E R  R D . ,  S H E F F I E L D  S 8  O J W

and at Belper, Derbyshire

O fficial Journal o f the British Squash Rackets Association

The Magazine o f the Sport 
The Voice o f the Industry

TOP INSTRUCTION fo r players a t all levels.

EXPERT ADVICE on fitness and health.

FIRST CLASS news coverage, features and interviews.

W O M E N ’S SQUASH —  special pages giving fu ll coverage 

to  the women's game and W.S.R.A. activities.

DETAILED results, reports and league tables.

Get your personal copy mailed to  you at 

your ow n address each month

PILL IN AN D  POST TH IS FORM TODAY

To:—
A. C. M . Webb (Publishing) Co. Ltd.. 33  
West Street, Brighton, BN1 2RE, England

I enclose cheque/P .O . No.........................

fo r  £ .............. crossed and made payable

to A . C. M . Webb (Publish ing) Co. Ltd.,
to  c o v e r ............  su b sc rip tio n (s ) to  THE

SQUASH PLAYER fo r 12 m onth ly  issues 

at £6.65 U K. (including p o s t/p a ck in g ).

£9.40 overseas (including p o s t/p a ck in g )

Please begin m y subscrip tion  w ith  the 

issue f o r ....................................... (m on th ).

Name

Address

(b lock capitals please)

SAXTONS

United States
B A R B A R A  M A L T B Y
U.S. No. 1 for past three years. Barbara first learnt to play squash seven years ago -  whilst working at 
the University o f Pennsylvania Medical School. She soon started to play in tournaments and after 
two years o f this she gave up her job to concentrate on squash as a career. Barbara toured England 
in 1977 when she was Captain o f the U.S. Silver Jubilee Team. Now a professional, she is also the 
International Chairman of the U.S. W.S.R.A. and spends considerable time travelling the country to 
give exhibitions and clinics.

G E R A L D IN E  BARNIVILLE
Geraldine is Ranked No. 1, has 22 caps for Ireland and is the current Irish Closed Champion. She is 
the President o f Leinster SRA as well as being the Leinster Open Champion for the past 5 years: and 
in 1977 and 1978 was Munster Champion. Geraldine, a Doctor, is married, has three sons and lives 
in Dublin.

Ireland
IRE NE  H E W IT T

Born in Northern Ireland and Ranked No. 2, Irene is married with two children. She is the squash 
professional at Bloomfield House, Bangor. For six years she lived in South Africa and was Transvaal 

Champion in 1974. Irene has 12 caps for Ireland and her Squash record since 1976 reads as 
follows: Ulster Open Champion 1976 77 78: finalist in World Plate Competition in Australia 1976:

Plate finalist in British Closed 19 78.



Heather McKay 
A Sporting Phenomenon

Heather McKay was born in Queanbeyan, New South 
Wales, in 1941 and was 8th in a family of 6 boys and 
5 girls Her father was an outstanding state rugby 
league player and all the family were keen on sport 
Heather herself started with tennis and hockey She 
did in fact play hockey for Australia on one occasion

In 1959 two squash courts were built in Queanbeyan 
and Heather at 1 8 took to the game, as so many did 
then, as a means to keep fit for hockey She won her 
games through her superior fitness and an ability to 
keep the ball in play longer than her opponent

In August the next year, after reaching the quarter 
finals of the State Championship she was picked to 
travel to Brisbane for the Australian Championship 
She won, much to everyone's surprise and this was 
the beginning of a run of 14 Australian titles

1961 also saw the beginning of her close ties with 
this country and the Women's Squash Rackets 
Association It must have been like the start of a 
nightmare for the 20 year old country girl to be 
posted alone to Great Britain, her only introduction 
being by letter to the then Janet Bisley (now 
Shardlow), the Association Chairman and herself a 
past Champion for 10 years However she was soon 
installed as a member of the family and her courage, 
enthusiasm, obvious outstanding talent and capacity 
for hard work, were a pleasure to see

Her first tournament was in Edinburgh and those who 
know the old main court, will appreciate that the 
arctic conditions were about as unlike New South 
Wales as could be Heather lost the final to Fran 
Marshell in the 5th game, and this was to be her only 
tournament loss in the next 1 6 years She had 
learned her lesson and in her first Women's 
Championship final, beat Fran 9/6, 9/5, 9/4

Heather worked as a receptionist at the Bellevue Hill 
Club for a number of years and there met Bryan 
McKay who wasa parttime Professional In 1965 
they were married and a very successful partnership 
was formed No doubt that Bryan has contributed 
much to Heather's career He has been tireless in 
training with her and supporting her in anyway he 
can, and the value of a constant capable training 
companion cannot be over emphasised He has been 
a welcome visitor over here on several occasions, and 
they now have combined their talents, in a 
professional partnership at theToronto Squash Club

As soon as the W S R A opened all their competitive 
play to Amateurs and Professionals alike. Heather 
turned Professional and this meant in 1964, the end 
of her run as Australian Champion She was no 
longer eligible However she continued to win the 
Women's Championship until 1 977, a fabulous total 
of 1 6 times

She has been acclaimed and honoured by many but 
off court two events must give her the greatest 
pleasure in the future when she looks back on a 
fantastic sporting career Outstanding must be the 
award of the M B E in 1 969 and the other her This is 
your life' programme in Sydney

Now she returns to attempt to add the first 
unrestricted official 'World Title' to her other honours 
There are those who say that her recent lack of 
tournament play will tell That the opposition is 
tougher and she grows older Her determination is 
such that statements like these will almost certainly 
make her play better By March 13th we shall know 
the answer
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SCM w ill provide a day or night service 
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WSRA Coaching Scheme

Perhaps one of the most encouraging aspects of the 
W.S.R.A Coaching Scheme is that so many of our top 
players, both current and past internationals, are so 
involved in the coaching structure, both in the 
training of potential internationals and the training of 
coaches. This close liaison between the playing and 
the coaching side of the game is of great value and, 
hopefully, will continue, even with the advent of 
'open' squash and a possible world circuit-.

With the increase of players in the women's game 
both at senior and junior level, the W.S.R.A. Coaching 
Scheme has developed to meet this new influx of 
talent. Next season the 2nd Stage Coaching 
Weekends for selected county juniors in the twelve to 
fifteen age range have been increased to three 
weekends thus allowing for thirty-six juniors to be 
coached at this level. From this stage, sixteen juniors 
will be selected from the fifteen to nineteen age 
group for two 3rd Stage Coaching Weekends and 
finally sixteen of the most promising talent in the 
country will be chosen to be members of the National 
Junior Squad; In either the 'A' or 'B' Section. This 
squad will be under the close guidance of the 
National Coach and will have three training 
weekends throughout the season, plus one week of 
training in July, where there will be a special 
emphasis on fitness testing and training It is 
particularly encouraging that four of the present top 
junior players are already in the senior ranking list, 
Ruth Strauss at fifteen years being ranked at 
Number 9.

In addition to this junior structure, potential national 
players of all ages are training in the four W.S.R.A. 'B' 
squads which meet on a regional basis throughout 
the year underthe direction of the Area Coaches: Rita 
Lauder in the North; Bobsie Whitehead in the

Midlands; Sue Dunford in the South West and Claire 
Chapman and Di Corbett in London and the South 
East.

The 'A' Squad comprising of the top British players 
trained underthe close guidance of Claire Chapman, 
the British Team Manager.

On the coaching side, many new coaches have 
qualified for the 'Amateur' Coach qualification and 
demand for the two 'Senior Amateur' Coaches 
Courses has been as great as ever. At the start of next 
season a Pilot Scheme 'Advanced Coaches' Course 
will be held for coaches who already hold these 
qualifications and who are highly involved in 
coaching in general and in the W.S.R.A Coaching 
Scheme.

Two Refresher Courses for Coaches have also been 
held under the direction of the National Coach It is 
hoped that all coaches will make every effort to attend 
one of these events at least once every two years as 
this type of in service training is vital if the standard of 
coaching is to be maintained and improved.

Finally the W.S.R.A. are planning to hold a number of 
'W.S.RA Schools of Squash'which will be open to 
players of good potential and will be held during the 
summer months underthe direction of the British 
Champion, Sue Cogswell.

Jane Poynder 

W.S.R.A. National Coach 

January, 1 979



PRETTY POLLY our sponsor
Pretty Polly, now the largest branded hosiery 
manufacturer in the U.K. and one of the three largest in 
the world, have been producing hosiery for over 50 
years.

The Company had modest beginnings when in 1919 
two Nottinghamshire men, Mr. Harry Hibbert and Mr. 
Oswald Buckland, assisted by Mr. Charles Meadows, 
established a small manufacturing business in Sutton- 
in-Ashfield and engaged a workforce of ten people to 
manufacture and sell ladies stockings One of the 
brands they sold was Pretty Polly, a name that had 
been borrowed from one of England's most successful 
racehorses. At the time they set up their business silk 
and rayon seamless stockings were the current vogue 
and by the early 1 930'sthe Company had achieved an 
excellent reputation for quality and style. With the 
advent of nylon in 1 946 the Company steadily 
expanded production from 30,000 pairs per week to 
60,000 pairs per week by 1956.

It was not until 1957, when the Thomas Tilling Group 
bought their first interest in Pretty Polly, that the Com
pany as it exists today can be directly traced 
Amalgamating an existing interest in another hosiery 
company in Sutton-in-Ashfield, Thomas Tilling Group 
in 1959 had a modest manufacturing operation 
producing some 1 20,000 pairs of hosiery per week at 
a time when styles were changing from fully-fashioned 
stockings to seamfree.

In 1960 under the direction of the present manage
ment Pretty Polly set out to become a major force in 
the hosiery industry. Its achievement of this goal can 
largely be attributed to the development of the Pretty 
Polly brand name, now synonymous with quality, good 
value and reliability, and their record of consistent 
innovation.

Amongst these innovations we have seen the introduc
tion of the first run resist seamfree stockings in 1962; 
the first low cost stretch stockings in 1964; "Hold 
Ups", the suspenderless stockings, in 1 967; the first 
one size stocking in 1967; the first sheer knee high in 
1969; the first low cost sheer support panti-hose in 
1 9 73 -"S tan d  Easies"; the first one-piece lightweight 
support panti-hose in 1976 -  "Non Stop". The last two 
years have seen even more innovations with the 
introduction of "Tight 'n Brief Control", a panti-hose 
with contrasting control brief, and "Under Control", 
the first budget priced lightweight control brief.

The result of such a dynamic strategy has been that 
Pretty Polly have now expanded production from 
120,000 pairs per week in 1959 to just under 
3,000,000 pairs per week in 1978.

In recent years Pretty Polly have in addition to their 
drapery interests, where they are and have been for a 
number of years brand leader, moved into the area of 
grocery marketing selling a compact range of quality 
hosiery under the name "Galaxy by Pretty Polly” .

Pretty Polly has consistently looked for opportunities to 
invest into ladies sports sponsorship, and in the course 
of the last two years have undertaken to sponsor ladies 
go lf-The Ladies British Open Championship, and the 
first world professional ladies squash championship -  
The Pretty Polly Diamond Racket-a challenge event 
played over several nights throughout the season at 
different locations, where top world professional ladies 
are invited to play for the Diamond Racket trophy

It is, in consequence, a great honour for Pretty Polly to 
have been given the opportunity to sponsor the 
ultimate ladies' event-the Women's World Open 
Squash Championship

Pretty Polly brings back lovely legs

For girlswho don’t want
_ _  I  _

PRETTY POLLY


