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Distinguished guests, squash 

players and squash enthusiasts,

Greetings,

Since being awarded the opportunity to host this year’s 
Men’s World Open Squash Championships by the 
Professional Squash Association and the World Squash 
Federation in 2006, we have assembled the very best 
talents in Kuwait and integrated them within a truly 
international events management team, and it is with this 
unique balance of unrivalled experience and expertise that 
we have set our goal to deliver the best World Open in the 
history of the sport.

In 2007 and 2008 we staged PSA Platinum Super Series 
World Tour events, which were preceded by major events in 
Kuwait since 2004, and all of these tournaments have 
supported Kuwaiti players and helped to increase interest 
within Kuwait in this wonderful sport.

It is clear that these previous championships have led to 
outstanding successes both locally and internationally. We 
are particularly proud of the Kuwait National Team which 
recently finished fifteenth in the 2009 Men’s World Team 
Championships in Denmark and of the achievements on the 
World Tour by Kuwait No.1 Abdullah Al-Mezayen who is 
competing in these championships. We hope that the 
Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 will provide further support 
for our Kuwait players.

The Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 will offer a total prize 
fund of US$277,500 which is the largest ever offered by any 
World Open or World Tour event. The championships will 
see the world’s best sixty-four players compete for the 
greatest title in the sport - a title won by all of the sport's 
greatest players including Geoff Hunt, the sport’s first World 
Champion, and six time World Champion Jahangir Khan, 
both of whom will be attending the championships as our 
honoured guests.

Matches will be staged at the Salmiya Club and Green 
Island and the event will also include a glittering Opening 
Ceremony and Closing Ceremony, as well an Official 
Championship Gala Dinner at which we will recognise and 
honour the achievements of some of the sport’s greatest 
players from the past, as well as players currently 
competing on the international circuit.

We have received lots of cooperation and support from 
many companies and partners over many years and this 
makes us feel very proud.

In particular, I would like to thank His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of Kuwait, may 
God grant him long life, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah, Crown Prince, and His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohamed Al-Sabah, Prime Minister, may God 
grant him long life and keep Kuwait safe, secure and 
prosperous.

May God assist us.

Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah

Chairperson of the Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 Higher 
Organising Committee
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WELCOME
PROFESSIONAL SQUASH ASSOCIATION (PSA)

Alex Gough
Chief Executive Officer 
Professional Squash 
Association

WORLD SQUASH FEDERATION (WSF)

N. Ramachandran
President
World Squash Federation

On behalf of the Professional Squash Association 
I am delighted to welcome you to the Kuwait Men’s World 
Open Squash Championships 2009.

It gave us great pleasure to be able to offer Kuwait the PSA 
World Open for 2009 which is the pinnacle of our sport, and 
on the back of two very successful Super Series Platinum 
events we are confident Kuwait will stage the biggest and 
best World Open we have ever seen.

We are extremely grateful to Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah and 
her Higher Organising Committee for their forward thinking 
and vision of how a world-class squash event should be 
presented. Not only will Kuwait be offering a record prize 
fund of US$277,500, the event will also include spectacular 
opening and closing ceremonies and an Official Gala Dinner.

The unique nature of the World Open is that it is the one time 
in the year where the top sixty-four players in the world go 
head to head over seven days battling for the most important 
title in our sport today, that of World Champion.

This year’s championships will see Ramy Ashour defend 
the title which he won in spectacular style last year in 
Manchester. He faces tough competition from no less than 
four former World N o.fs and this event will be the first 
appearance of Gregory Gaultier as our new World No.1. 
This highlights the fact that any number of players could 
be crowned World Champion. This can only add to the 
drama and excitement of the professional game which will 
be on show this week in Kuwait.

This promises to be a fantastic showpiece of squash at its 
best and I wish all the players the best of luck.

PSA

On behalf of the World Squash Federation my very 
best wishes to all players, officials, organisers, sponsors, 
press and spectators at the Kuwait World Men’s Squash 
Open 2009.

I am deeply sorry not to be able to join you but have for a 
short while needed to heed medical advice on travel.

This last year, since I had the honour of being elected 
President of the WSF, has seen me clock up a truly 
astonishing number of miles as part of our Olympic Bid 
campaign. We are all of course bitterly disappointed at the 
outcome, and I made the strength of feeling of the World 
Squash Community clear at a recent meeting with top IOC 
officials. From that meeting I have now been invited to meet 
with IOC President Rogge and will be reflecting the views 
on our experience to him.

But there were some silver linings from the past year, 
most of all the united front and marvellous support shown 
by the whole squash family worldwide - PSA, WISPA, 
Member Nations, clubs, centres, the squash press and 
individuals - my heartfelt thanks to all. Now we must carry 
this unity forward as we strive to grow our marvellous 
sport still further and, when the Olympic opportunity 
occurs again, be able to present an even more vibrant 
and relevant sport with the ‘added value’ to which 
President Rogge referred in Berlin.

I am delighted that our WSF Emeritus President, the 
legendary Jahangir Khan, will be with you throughout and I 
look forward to hearing from him about a highly successful 
and enjoyable Men’s World Open Championships.

S i W f f '
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ALANDM ARKIN K U W A IT ’S 
SPORTING H ISTO R Y

Jahangir Khan
Deputy Chairman of the 
Kuwait Men's World Open 
2009 Higher Organising 
Committee

It is my honour as Deputy Chairman of the Higher 
Organising Committee to welcome you to the Kuwait Men’s 
World Open 2009.

The Men’s World Open was awarded to Sheikha Fadyah 
Al-Sabah by the Professional Squash Association (PSA) and 
the World Squash Federation (WSF) as a result of her historic 
endeavours over many years of hosting tournaments within 
Kuwait, and the total prize fund of US$277,500 for this year’s 
tournament is the largest ever offered by any World Open or 
World Tour squash event.

The championships promise to be the biggest and best in 

the sport’s history and will be a fitting climax to the long
term contribution of Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah, whose 

vision and generosity has provided massive opportunity to 

the world of squash.

The Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 is the culmination of 

more than four years of meticulous planning and represents a 
landmark in Kuwait's sporting history.

This innovative vision to stage the greatest squash event 

ever has been personally directed by Sheikha Fadyah 

Al-Sabah, who has carefully assembled a team of leading 
professionals to manage all aspects of event management 

under her direction to bring to life the colour and 

excitement of the world’s leading squash tournament.

I have no doubt whatsoever that Kuwait will provide a great 

showcase for our sport and I am personally honoured that 

Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah has asked me to help her with the 

staging of the championships and to be a part of this 

historic event.

i

Jahangir Khan, widely acknowledged to be the 

greatest player in the history of the sport, burst onto 
the international scene as a 15-year-old in 1979 when 

he became the youngest-ever winner of the World 

Amateur Individual Championship.

In November 1981, he became the youngest World 
Open champion of all-time at 17 years of age, beating 

Australian favourite Geoff Hunt in the final, and went 
on to establish a remarkable 555-match unbeaten run 

over five and a half years, from April 81 until Nov 86, 

winning six World Opens and a record ten British 
Open titles.

KUWAITMEN SWORLDOPEN2009 I 05
www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com

http://www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com
http://www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com


K U W A IT 1
M E N 'S  W O R L D  O P E N  
S Q U A S H  C H A M P IO N S H IP S

www.KuwaitWorldQpen200S.comANEW
CHALLENGE
Paul Walters
Event Director
Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009

My close friend Robert Edwards, 
universally acknowledged as The 
Voice of Squash, has suggested for 
some time that I bring my 
internationalSPORTgroup™ team to the 
Middle East to help him manage and 
direct a new and exciting generation of 
events. Having now established 
ourselves as the leading squash 
promoter in the UK, the time is right for 
us to expand into new regions and 
Kuwait offers us an unparalleled 
opportunity and challenge.

As the Event Director for the British 
National Championships, ATCO Super 
Series Finals and British Open over 
recent years and following a highly 
successful 2008 Men’s and Women’s 
combined World Championships in 
England, Robert effected an introduction 
to Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah in Kuwait 
and there began a journey of 
professional intrigue and joy.

Since shaking hands with Sheikha Fadyah 
Al-Sabah and agreeing to head up the 
event management team as Event 
Director my aim has been to deliver the 
ultimate World Open. Since then my feet 
have not touched the ground and over 
the past year, I have spent more than 
three months in Kuwait to personally 
oversee the million and one areas of 
intricate preparation for a sporting event 
of this magnitude.

With the support of Sheikha Fadyah 
Al-Sabah, we have involved the very 
best talents in Kuwait and integrated 
them within a truly international events 
management team with unrivalled 
experience and expertise. I can safely 
say that no better or more accomplished

team has ever been assembled for a 
squash event in the history of the sport.

Competitors from twenty-six nations will 
challenge for the ultimate title of World 
Champion. Here in Kuwait they will 
enjoy the ultimate standards in facilities 
and preparation. The Salmiya Club and 
Green Island, the two venues being 
used for the championship, will shine in 
the spotlight of the world's media.

Players and media will be housed in the 
superb Holiday Inn Kuwait, where they 
will be warmly welcomed, and on 
Sunday the 1st November we will 
commence play with twenty-eight 
matches taking place at the Salmiya 
Club and the event’s top four seeds 
competing on the stunning ASB all
glass show court at Green Island.

A spectacular Opening Ceremony will 
be staged on Wednesday the 4th 
November preceding the Quarter-Finals, 
with Semi-Finals being played on the 
following evening.

On Friday the 6th November, the event 
will be honoured by a Gala Dinner that 
will recognise the achievements of some 
of the sport’s greatest players from the 
past, as well as players currently 
competing on the international circuit. 
Others who have made significant 
contributions to our sport will also be 
honoured on the night. With Kuwait as 
the host and Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah 
our Hostess, the night promises to 
provide glamour and special memories.

The 2009 Men’s World Open will be 
televised live throughout Kuwait and 
the Middle East as well as highlight 
programmes being shown throughout

the world. Matches will also be shown 
live via the internet and the assembled 
international media will show Kuwait to 
a world of sporting fans. Saturday the 
7th November will include the final and 
the Closing Ceremony and will be our 
finest moment as we crown the new 
World Champion and sign off in 
sensational style.

I can promise you surprises, joy, 
laughter, tears and sweat, but most of all 
I promise you the most professional 
World Open of all time, featuring all of 
the leading players from the PSA World 
Tour and the hospitality and beauty of 
the host nation -  Kuwait.

My sincere thanks go to Robert Edwards 
for the confidence he has shown in me 
and my team; to Jahangir Khan who in 
his capacity as Vice-Chairman of The 
Higher Organising Committee has been 
involved in every element of event 
preparation, showing himself to be a 
Legend in the true sense of the word; to 
Fahad Al-Ajmi for his friendship and 
guidance throughout an exciting and 
challenging journey; to my team for their 
energy and invaluable support; and finally 
to Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah, who as 
Chairperson of the Higher Organising 
Committee has shown humility, vision and 
the qualities of a true leader.
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Robert Edwards -  The Voice of Squash
Technical Director, Presenter and International Commentator
Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009

ANEPICVOYAGE
After more than 25 years of Presenting and Directing 
major squash events throughout the world, it is no secret 
that my personal comfort zone is here in the Middle East.

During my early years on the World Tour, the professional 
circuit centred around England, but this has now changed 
dramatically over the years. Qatar, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
now Kuwait have raised the bar to new heights. They have all 
helped to make the Middle East the epicentre of the men’s 
professional game.

It has been my privilege to be involved in every major 
professional squash event held in Kuwait since Sheikha 
Fadyah Al-Sabah decided to honour the memory of her 
late sister -  Sheikha Al Saad Al-Sabah -  with a series of 
squash tournaments.

These have been emotionally charged years and with 
each event Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah has raised the 
standards and the quality.

When, as the PSA World Tour Technical Director, I arranged 
for Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah to be granted the rights to the 
2009 World Open by the Professional Squash Association 
(PSA) and World Squash Federation (WSF), I knew that 
Kuwait would witness a new standard in professional sports 
presentation. The eyes of the world would be on Kuwait as 
the host nation -  and our Chairperson charged us all with 
making this the best World Open of all time. What a 
challenge!! This was a gauntlet that had to be picked up.

I have a number of reasons for wanting this to become the 
most iconic event ever -  these reasons include:

• This year the event will be played in the memory of H.H. 
Sheikh Saad Abdullah Al-Sabah -  The Patriarch Amir.
I remember his love of the game, his humour and his 
kindness with great clarity.

• Sheikha Al Saad Al-Sabah, who has left such a legacy 
behind her. Meeting her was a high point in my memories 
of Kuwait.

• Finally for Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah, whose love for her 
late father and sister is the foundation on which we have 
built everything. To stand at her side and in some small 
way to help her achieve something remarkable in their 
memory and for Kuwait will be an honour. Her personal 
humility is a driving force for me and my team in Kuwait.

What better reasons could there be to achieve a mighty goal? 

We have worked hard for nearly a year in preparing the 2009 
World Open and we are now ready to open the doors and 
welcome the world in.

The sixty-four competing players are the finest of any era -  
they will all be battling for the biggest prize fund in the history 
of the sport and to be crowned ‘World Champion’.

I would like to end by thanking the Chairperson of the Higher 
Organising Committee, Sheikha Fadyah Ai-Sabah, for her 
trust and her friendship over the years. I know that her father 
and her sister would be so very proud of what she has 
achieved -  and so will the new sporting nation of Kuwait.

Now let’s bring on the gladiators and ‘Let’s play Squash!’
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KUWAITMEN’S
WORLDOPEN2009
The Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 is the first official sporting World Open 
Championship to be hosted in Kuwait and the culmination of more than four 
years of meticulous planning representing a landmark in Kuwait’s sporting 
history and boasting a Total Prize Fund of US$277,500, the largest ever offered 
by any World Open or World Tour squash event.

An innovative vision to stage the 
greatest squash event ever has been 
personally directed by Her Highness 
Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah, who has 
carefully assembled a team of leading 
professionals to manage all aspects of 
event management. Under her direction 
as the President of the Championship 
Higher Organising Committee, Robert 
Edwards, Presenter and Technical 
Director, Paul Walters, Event Director, 
Mahmoud Al-Jazzaf, Kuwait Event 
Manager, and Jahangir Khan, an 
honoured guest and championship 
adviser, have been integral in bringing 
to life the colour and excitement of the 
world’s leading squash tournament.

The Men’s World Open was awarded to 
Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah by the 
Professional Squash Association (PSA) 
and the World Squash Federation (WSF) 
as a result of her historic endeavours 
over many years of hosting tournaments 
within Kuwait.

“The Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 
promises to be the biggest and best

championship in the sport’s history and 
will be a fitting climax to the long-term 
contribution of Sheikha Fadyah 
Al-Sabah whose vision and generosity 
has provided massive opportunity to the 
world of squash,” said Robert Edwards.

“Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah has been a 
great driving force and inspiration in her 
role as Chairperson of the Higher 
Organising Committee. She has grown 
the sport of squash in Kuwait over the 
years and to have reached a level 
where such a tournament is to take 
place in Kuwait is a spectacular 
achievement and quite a coup for the 
country. I am personally honoured to be 
a part of it," added the Presenter and 
Technical Director, who has played a 
key role in the success of the Kuwait 
Open in recent years.

A sixty-four player main draw will 
comprise the top forty-seven ranked 
PSA players, sixteen successful 
qualifiers and one wildcard, Abdullah 
Al-Mezayen, the Kuwaiti No.1, who will

have the honour of competing in the 
world’s most prestigious championship.

The Salmiya Club will host many of the 
opening matches and Green Island, a 

. spectacular artificial haven linked to the 
mainland by a hundred and thirty metre 
passageway with a seven hundred 
capacity amphitheatre, will provide a 
fitting venue for the all-glass show court.

As well as offering the highest prize 
money in the sport, the championship 
will also include spectacular Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies, and an Official 
Championship Gala Dinner.

For further information regarding the 
Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009, visit the 
championship’s official website: 
www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com

www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com
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[1] Karim Darwish (Egy) 
Mansoor Zaman (PAK)

1ST ROUND 2nd ROUND
I Monday 2 Nov

I

I 3rd ROUND
/ Tuesday 3 Nov ,

1 QUARTER-FINALS
' Wednesday 4 Nov

I SEMI-FINALS ,
I Thursday 5 Nov /

' FINAL
Saturday 7 Nov

[29] Saurav Ghosal (IND)
[Q] Mathieu Castagnet (FRA)

[11] James Willstrop (ENG)
[Q] Robbie Temple (ENG)

[28] Jonathan Kemp (ENG)
Arturo Salazar (MEX)

[8] Thierry Lincou (FRA)
[Q] Yasir Butt (PAK)

[18] Stewart Boswell (AUS)
[Q] Scott Arnold (AUS)

[15] Alister Walker (ENG)
Mark Krajcsak (HUN)

[30] Shahier Razik (CAN)
Renan Lavigne (FRA)

[4] Amr Shabana (EGY)
[Q] Shaun le Roux (ENG)

[24] Omar Mosaad (EGY)
Abdullah Al-mezayen (KUW)

[12] Mohd Azlan Iskandar (MAS) 
Aaron Frankcomb (AUS)

[22] Daryl Selby (ENG)
[Q] Stephen Coppinger (RSA)

[6] David Palmer (AUS)
[Q] Julien Balbo (FRA)

[25] Tarek Momen (EGY)
Ben Ford (ENG)

[9] Wael El Hindi (EGY)
Stephane Galifi (ITA)

[26] Joey Barrington (ENG)
Amr Swelim (ITA)

Chris Simpson (ENG)
[21] Hisham Mohd Ashour (EGY) 

Chris Ryder (ENG)
[10] Adrian Grant (ENG)

[Q] Martin Knight (NZL)
[19] Olli Tuominen (FIN)

[Q] Nicolas Mueller (SUI)
[7] Peter Barker (ENG)

Simon Rosner (GER)
[17] Aamir Atlas Khan (PAK)

[Q] Rasmus Nielsen (DEN)
[14] Laurens Jan Anjema (NED) 

Omar Abdel Aziz (EGY)
[23] Miguel Angel Rodriguez (COL) 

Jorge Isaac Baltazar Ferreira (MEX) 
[3] Ramy Ashour (EGY)

[Q] Joe Lee (ENG)
[20] Cameron Pilley (AUS)

[Q] Mohd Nafiizwan Adnan (MAS)
[16] Mohamed El Shorbagy (EGY) 

[Q] Yann Perrin (FRA)
[27] Davide Bianchetti (ITA)

[Q] John Rooney (IRL)
[5] Nick Matthew (ENG)

[Q] Arthur Gaskin (IRL)
[31] Tom Richards (ENG)

Mohd Ali Anwar Reda (EGY)
[13] Ong Beng Hee (MAS)

Kashif Shuja (NZL)
[32] Julian Illingworth (USA)

[Q] Alan Clyne (SCO)
[2] Gregory Gaultier (FRA)
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It is not often that the history of any sport has a 
connection with the greatest moments in a nation's 
history. Even less frequently does that connection 
have a resonance which is understood by most of 
the planet.

By Richard Eaton

HISTORYOFKUWAITSQUASH

But that became so when the world rejoiced 
at Kuwait’s liberation back in 1991, and as 

part of the celebration of this immense 

achievement, which required so much 
courage, spirit and human sacrifice, squash 

too acquired an international focus.

Remarkably, more than a decade later 
squash has become involved in another 

kind of landmark, with its leading 

tournament being associated with a young 

and talented member of the royal family 

whose life was taken tragically and 

unexpectedly early.

Its steady progress and international profile 

helped add new meaning and 
transcendental purpose to a death which to 

so many in Kuwait had been painful and 

hard to comprehend.

For a small sport with few enthusiasts, all 

this helped bring a miraculous flowering. 

How precisely that happened may be 

beyond our understanding, but it is 
possible to identify the seeds which made 

its growth possible.

Squash emerged not long after World War 

Two, when the Kuwait Oil Company 
established four courts in Al-Ahmedi city in

1948. It did not at first seem like a 

momentous event as there was no air- 
conditioning and high temperatures 

discouraged the playing of squash.

But the spread of the Khan squash-playing 

dynasty around the world helped people 

realise what a very special combination of 
keeping physically fit and achieving mental 

therapy -  as well as having fun - this sport 

can be, and in 1960 the Ministry of 
Education became involved, encouraging 

the building of more courts.

When the Al Qadsiya Sports Club built two 

courts it acted as a trigger, and soon the 

Ministry of Social Affairs began to do so too. 
Then the army ordered the building of 

courts in military camps, something which 
now seems like an omen of how squash 

entered the national consciousness.

Liberation brought massive changes, 

emotional, economic and social. Kuwait 
moved forward spectacularly. But Kuwait 

also needed to remember. When the Al 

Qadsiya Sports Club courts were replaced 
they were named after the prisoner of war 

Yousouf Al Mishari.

But the biggest squash landmark was the 
creation of the Liberation Cup in February

1992, which attracted professional 
journalists, photographers and several 

television crews to Kuwait. Of course the 
squash was world class, but the great 

media interest was really heightened by the 

momentous context of this tournament. 

"Kuwait was just recovering from the 

aftermath of the savage war with Saddam 

Hussein and ruins and destruction were in 

evidence everywhere”, wrote Fritz Borchert, 
the cosmopolitan European photo-journo.

So as part of the mammoth task of 

reconstruction and to give a positive signal 
to the world, the Liberation Cup was born in 

1992, and most of the world’s leading 

players found their way to Kuwait City.

The entry was led by the stupendous 
Jahangir Khan, the record ten-time British 

Open Champion from Pakistan, who later 

returned to Kuwait several times as 
President of the World Squash Federation.

Also in the field was his rival Ross Norman, 

the 1986 World Champion from New 
Zealand, as well as Chris Dittmar, the former 

World No.1 from Australia. Great interest 
also focussed on the entertaining and up

coming Ahmed Barada, the best player from 

Egypt for many years.
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Barada found Khan too good and so did 

everyone else. The great Pakistani won the 
final against Dittmar, who had beaten 

Norman in the semi-finals, and there could 
have been no better recipient of such a 

historic trophy.

Thereafter the most conspicuous voice 

encouraging people to play the sport was 

the late Minister of Defence, his Highness 
Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah, an avid player 

himself, and one who personally financed the 
building of courts.

Another big step forward came when air- 

conditioned courts arrived, built by hotels. 
And so when Borchert returned thirteen 

years later Kuwait was a very different place. 

“What a contrast to 1992," he said. “It was a 
modern city, vibrant and alive wherever one 

looked. Squash too was also alive and 

kicking. However the title of the Kuwait Open 

revealed a rather sad story”.

Truly it was sad, yet elevating too. Although 

Sheikha Al Saad, a prominent member of the 
royal family, had not long before died so 

prematurely at the age of only thirty-eight, her 

name was to become linked to a life-affirming 
activity which had been dear to her heart.

A graduate with an active life in commerce, 

Sheikha Al Saad had been a great squash 

fan and a fine player. After all this was so 
puzzlingly wrenched away, it became the 

dream of her sister, Sheikha Fadyah 

Al-Sabah, that her memory should be 

perpetuated.

That aptly happened with her name being 

proudly linked to the country's first international 
open squash championship, which was named 

the Sheika Al Saad Kuwait Open.

It was initiated in January 2004, with Sheikha 

Fadyah Al-Sabah as President of the Higher 
Management Committee which organised 

the US$135,000 tournament with a see- 

through glass court imported from Boston, 

locating it on Green Island. It is to this 

magical place that we are returning for the 

Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009.
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It was a debut event for the Women’s World 

Tour in Kuwait, and was won by Rachael 
Grinham, the former World No.1 from 

Australia. The men’s event was won by Peter 
Nicol, who represented both Scotland and 

England and won World Open and British 

Open titles.

The following year the winners were Nicol 
David, the Malaysian who is the most 

successful present day female player, and 
David Palmer, the Australian with a swag-full 

of World and British Open titles.

Squash in Kuwait made seven league strides 

again in the early weeks of 2007, when the 

Professional Squash Association, the Men’s 

World Tour’s governing body, signed a three- 
year agreement which was the biggest in the 

history of the sport.

Not only did this make the Sheikha Al Saad 

Kuwait Open one of the highest prize money 

events on the World Tour, with projected 
US$172,500 prize funds for the next two 

years, it enabled the 2009 Men’s World Open 

to have a US$277,500 prize fund, an all-time 

record.

When it came to it, the 2007 Kuwait Open at 

the Al Qadsia Sports Club had, in dollars, 
even more than had been announced - a 

$200,000 prize fund, and for a while this was 

the world's richest. Its final provided some of 
the best squash of the year, with a dream 

match-up between the world’s top player,

Amr Shabana, and his 19-year-old heir 

apparent, Ramy Ashour, who took the title.

The women's final was a longer and nicely 
fluctuating contest, with Nicol David needing 

fully ninety-three minutes to carve out a four- 
game victory over Natalie Grinham.

These events which Sheikha Fadyah 

Al-Sabah has inspired have motivated many 
Kuwaitis since 2004, and the number of 

courts and players has been increasing. The 

results of the national team have improved 
significantly, and there have been benefits at 

other levels too.

People wondered how the Kuwaiti juniors 

beat the Pakistan juniors in the semi-finals of 

the Asian Games, and part of the reason 

surely is that Rahmat Khan, the famous 
coach who was a mentor for Jahangir in his 

early days, has been working in Kuwait.

And so we come to the first World 
Championships ever held in Kuwait, and 

once again the Salmiya Club and Green 
Island, the spectacular artificial haven 

created in 1988, will be used.

The Kuwait Men’s World Open 2009 

promises to live up both to this lovely venue 

and to the sport’s very emotional history in 

Kuwait. Sheikha Fadyah Al-Sabah has built 
an international team of experts, with 

Paul Walters, the founder of the 

internationalSPORTgroup™, as the Event 

Director and Robert Edwards, who said he 

was retiring in 2007 in Bermuda unless he 

discovered another Everest. The ‘Voice of 

Squash’ has apparently found just such a 

mountain amidst the plains and beaches of 
Kuwait, for he has become Presenter and 

Technical Director.

Both are joined by the legendary Jahangir 

Khan who is a major part of the organisation 

team too, ensuring that the championships 

has access to his extensive experience from 
three decades of travelling the squash 

planet. And as a pioneering squash 

champion in Kuwait, he has a connection to 

that profoundly special, painfully-earned 

freedom which has made it all possible.

For more information about the first official 
sporting World Open Championship to be 

hosted in Kuwait which is a landmark in the 

country’s sporting history, visit the event’s 

official website:

www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com

KUWAITMEN SWORLDOPEN2009 I 11
www. KuwaitWorldOpen2009. com

http://www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com
http://www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com


RAMY ASHOUR, sometimes 
labelled the prince of squash, has 
during the past two years began 
to acquire some of the regal status 
which seemed his for the taking 
when he burst onto the squash 
scene in 2004 by becoming the 
youngest player, at sixteen, to win 
the world junior title.

His two biggest senior 
breakthroughs have come in 
England where he won the Super 
Series Finals in Manchester in 
2007 and at last year’s World 
Open in the same city, when he 
overcame both Shabana and 
Darwish to be crowned World 
Champion.

The man from Cairo is also 
pleasantly cosmopolitan: both 
parents work as flight crew on 
Egyptian airlines, and he has 
persisted with studies at university 
after reaching the top.

Fitness permitting, he remains 
one of the most dangerous 
players on the PSA World Tour 
and he can be relied upon to 
make a determined defence of his 
most treasured title.

RAMYASHOUR 
EGYPT

AMR SHABANA is Egypt's most 
successful squash player of all 
time and his thirty-three month 
reign as World No.1, which he 
surrendered to compatriot Karim 
Darwish, is the longest unbroken 
run as the sport’s leading player 
since the legendary Pakistani 
Jansher Khan.

Shabana has already guaranteed 
his status as one of the all-time 
greats, but after relinquishing the 
World No.1 ranking in January, a 
recurring knee injury has seen the 
gifted left-hander slip outside of 
the world's top three and many 
will question whether he has the 
capacity or drive at the age of 
thirty to add to his considerable 
achievements.

Shabana, a husband and father, 
became President of the 
Professional Squash Association 
(PSA) in March and those who 
admire his exceptional squash 
will hope his life's emphasis is not 
yet shifting to matters away from 
the court.

His recent wins at the US and 
Hong Kong Opens suggest that 
he is still hungry for more titles 
and success.

AMRSHABANA
EGYPT

Date of birth: 30 September 1987 

Place of birth: Cairo, Egypt 

Place of residence:
Cairo, Egypt 

Marital status: Single 

Highest world ranking:
No.2 (June 2007)

World Tour titles: 12 

World Tour finals: 19

Date of birth: 20 July 1979 

Place of birth: Cairo, Egypt 

Place of residence:
Cairo, Egypt 

Marital status: Married 

Highest world ranking: 
No.1 (April 2006)

World Tour titles: 25 

World Tour finals: 36

KARIM DARWISH
EGYPT

GREGORY GAULTIER 
FRANCE

Date of birth: 29 August 1981 

Place of birth: Cairo, Egypt 

Place of residence:
Cairo, Egypt 

Marital status: Married 

Highest world ranking:
No.1 (January 2009)

World Tour titles: 16 

World Tour finals: 26

Date of birth: 23 December 1982 

Place of birth: Epinal. France 

Place of residence:
Aix En Provence. France 

Marital status: Single 

Highest world ranking:
No.1 (November 2009)

World Tour titles: 16 

World Tour finals: 36

KARIM DARWISH, long 
recognised as one of the most 
talented and entertaining players 
on the professional circuit, began 
2009 as the surprise of the Men’s 
World Tour.

Coached by his wife Engy 
Kheirallah, herself a world top 
twenty player, Darwish leaped to 
the summit of the men’s game in 
January at the age of twenty- 
seven.

With the exception of an 
impressive showing at the Sky 
Open in his home city Cairo in 
September, when he defeated 
Gregory Gaultier in the final to 
claim his sixteenth World Tour 
title, the stylish Egyptian has yet 
to recapture the exceptional form 
he showed at the end of 2008 
when, with his consistent, high
paced game, he reached six 
finals and won three of them.

A significantly fitter and more 
confident player, who was cruelly 
forced to retire through injury from 
the British Open, Darwish arrives 
at a moment when he needs to 
show he can consistently beat all 
the top players.

GREGORY GAULTIER has never 
been fitter or better prepared, and 
having often looked the best in 
the world this year, the Kuwait 
Men’s World Open 2009 heralds 
his first appearance as the new 
World No.1.

Ranked two in the world for 
fourteen months since March 
2007, Gaultier is the second 
Frenchman to top the world 
rankings, having reached the final 
of eight out of eleven World Tour 
events over the past year with his 
wonderfully versatile style.

Universally recognised as one of 
the most exciting and 
unpredictable talents on the 
international squash circuit, and 
now at the age of twenty-six with 
a team around him which has 
helped him get his head in shape, 
the two time World Open finalist 
may never have a better chance 
to claim the world's most 
prestigious title.
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NICKMATTHEW
ENGLAND

DAVIDPALMER
AUSTRALIA

PE TE R B A R K E R
ENGLAND

T H IE R R Y L IN C O U
FRANCE

Date of birth: 25 July 1980 

Place of birth: Yorkshire, England 

Place of residence:
Yorkshire, England 

Marital status: Single 

Highest world ranking:
No.4 (November 2009)

World Tour titles: 9 

World Tour finals: 28

NICK MATTHEW leads English 
Interest in this year’s 
championship and is showing the 
form that may win him his maiden 
World Open title.

In 2006 the Englishman made an 
Indelible mark on squash history 
when he became the first home
grown British Open Champion in 
the event’s prestigious history, 
rounding off a sensational twelve 
months which began with him 
being crowned British National 
Champion for the first time and 
also included him winning the 
British Grand Prix title.

Since making one of the most 
courageous comebacks last year, 
Matthew has strung together big 
wins and advanced to a career 
high ranking of World No.4. He 
has overcome nine depressing 
months on the sidelines and 
returned mentally, physically and 
tactically stronger, and being 
prepared to indulge in a little 
more risk-taking too.

Winning the Gold Medal at this 
year’s World Games as well as 
capturing his second British 
Open title has shown that the 
threat to his career has intensified 
the English N o.l’s ambition.

Date of birth: 28 June 1976 

Place of birth: Australia 

Place of residence:
Boston, USA 

Marital status: Married 

Highest world ranking:
No.1 (September 2001) 

World Tour titles: 26 

World Tour finals: 53

DAVID PALMER is the most 
successful player in the two most 
prestigious tournaments in more 
than a decade.

He is a double World Open 
champion and four times British 
Open champion. This makes 
Palmer the best Australian since 
the great Geoff Hunt left the World 
Tour a quarter of a century ago.

Palmer is notable for the great 
courage he adds to a solid all
round game and a smothering 
volley. He saved two match points 
before winning the 2002 World 
Open final in Antwerp, against 
John White, and five match points 
before winning the 2006 World 
Open final at the Giza Pyramids 
against Gregory Gaultier. His 
nickname is the Marine and his 
strength of character means that 
few would rule out, even now, a 
repeat of his two previous World 
Open successes.

The exceptionally long distances 
and times away from home have 
been mitigated by a combination of 
the birth of his daughter Kayla Jane 
and the use of his webcam, and the 
knowledge that Aussies don’t forget 
him -  he has been awarded the 
Order of Australian Merit.

Date of birth: 26th September 1983 

Place of birth: London. England 

Place of residence:
London, England 

Marital status: Single 

Highest world ranking:
No.7 (May 2009)

World Tour titles: 13 

World Tour finals: 18

PETER BARKER, the left-hander 
from England who spent much of 
his junior career in the shadow of 
others, has recently emerged into 
the bright lights on the Men’s 
World Tour, reaching a career-high 
ranking of World No.7 earlier this 
year and is establishing himself 
as someone who plays better 
when the pressure is greatest.

During 2008, Barker twice beat 
David Palmer, the former World 
No.1, four time British Open 
Champion and two time World 
Open Champion from Australia, to 
win successive World Tour titles in 
the United States and debut in the 
world’s top ten.

More crucially for his long-term 
top level prospects, he has grown 
in stature mentally and after 
winning the CIMB Kuala Lumpur 
Open this year his record stands 
at thirteen wins of the eighteen 
World Tour finals that he has 
contested. His continued 
improvement was further 
reinforced with a semi-final 
showing at the British Open in 
September, which included a 
quarter-final victory over the newly 
crowned World No.1 Gregory 
Gaultier.

Date of birth: 2 April 1976 

Place of birth: Reunion Island 

Place of residence:
Marseille, France 

Marital status: Married 

Highest world ranking:
No.1 (January 2004)

World Tour titles: 21 

World Tour finals: 39

THIERRY LINCOU became the 
first French player ever to be 
crowned World Champion and 
World No. 1 -  despite originally 
coming from Reunion Island, a 
small island in the Indian Ocean 
which had no squash courts.

He became interested in.squash 
while he was on holiday in 
Biarritz, and it persuaded his 
father that they should construct 
their own court. It brought such 
rapid improvement that Lincou 
had to move as a teenager to 
Paris and Marseille to develop 
his talent.

His capacity for great comebacks 
and his qualities as one of the 
sport’s gentlemen have made him 
one of squash's most distinctive 
stars. Even as the oldest man in 
the tournament he is adding to his 
game, honing more of a cutting 
edge to his attacks. He won the 
World Open title five years ago 
and even though he is thirty-three 
years of age, he is still a serious 
challenger.

Lincou had to leave a paradise to 
play professional squash and 
hopes to return there with his wife 
and two children when he retires.
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KUWAITMEN’SWORLDOPEN
CHAMPIONSHIP2009
Egypt is the new capital of world squash, according to 
its head coach Amir Wagih, speaking in the first flush of 
delight after Ramy Ashour captured his first World Open 
title in Manchester, England last year. By Richard Eaton

If that idea was a shock to the English, who have long 
enjoyed the good fortune of having more players, coaches 
and courts than anyone else, it also increased a feeling of 
envy at the talent possessed by the Egyptians. And since 
then this emotion will have grown. On the eve of the 2009 
Men’s World Open, there are two Egyptians in the world’s 
top four and four in the top nine, and a fifth, Mohamed El 
Shorbagy, who has only just left school, who is already 
making his way ominously up the world's top twenty.

When Ashour comes to defend his title, with his startling 
creativity, winning smile, and unusual, thumb-dominated grip, 
we should gain new perspectives about Wagih's assertion.

That's because the venue for the Kuwait Men’s World Open 
2009 is less than a thousand miles from Cairo, quite close 
by Professional Squash Association (PSA) World Tour 
standards, and players from squash’s most successful 
nation may find it more comfortable to compete in Kuwait 
than in Europe, or anywhere else.

Certainly the blue-skied paradise of Green Island is as 
great a contrast to the cool clouds and metal-and-stone of 
Manchester's SportCity as you could get. And Middle East 
spectators may well want one of the Egyptians to win.

What they may not know is the range of issues confronting 
these players. Karim Darwish, Ramy Ashour and Amr 
Shabana are at different stages of their careers, with quite 
different plans, hopes, and mindsets.

Darwish has been World No.1 all year, until Gregory Gaultier 
was crowned the world's number one player for the first 
time this month, but superbly improved though he is, with 
better developed physical attributes and greater self- 
confidence, he has yet to win the World Open. Until he 
does his status as the leading player will be questioned, a 
situation which may create tension for him, and tension has 
sometimes been his greatest opponent.

Ashour in form looks so brilliant, is so stunningly inventive, 
and has so luminous a presence, that one wonders why he is 
not dominating his sport. But the modern player’s great 
dread, persistent ailments and the possibility of long-term 
injury, has troubled the young man earlier and more 
persistently than most.

Hence Ashour’s preparation may have involved special 
attention to his schedule, to energy conservation, to 
movement-specific training, and perhaps to physiotherapy
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as well, so that the difficulties with feet 
and legs over the past couple of years 
don’t hinder his movement.

Shabana, another player of exceptional 
brilliance and with deceptively hidden 
mental strengths too, has only just 
started to show signs of pushing back 
up to the pinnacle which he occupied 
for fully thirty-three months until Darwish 
toppled him at the turn of the New Year.

A recurring knee injury brought 
Shabana’s retirement in Virginia in 
February after which he slipped outside 
of the world’s top three and one is 
bound to ask whether, at thirty years of 
age, Shabana is preparing to hand over 
to the younger Egyptians, two of whom 
describe him as like an elder brother. Is 
the great man preparing to wind down, 
or does he still have the ambition to do 
it all again? Kuwait may provide 
answers. It may also offer glimpses into 
his heart.

For some though, none of this trio is 
favourite for the title. Some think that 
Greg Gaultier, the new World No.1 from 
France who kissed the Duchess at the 
Queen’s Club in London where the 
Super Series Finals were held in March, 
is not only the cheekiest player of the 
year, but has been playing the best.

Gaultier reached eight out of ten finals 
in the first half of 2009, winning both 
the Tournament of Champions and the 
Super Series Finals, where he looked

the best player in the world from start 
to finish.

He had a new team around him, worked 
hard for many weeks, and developed 
his body and state of mind. His ability to 
mix the short and the long games, his 
capacity to switch from defence to 
attack and back again with disorienting 
fluidity, the speed with which he 
accelerated the rallies when his 
opponent was weakening, all these 
were greater than before.

Gaultier is aware that he has improved, 
but by how much, he is less sure. His 
main fault, a combustible temperament, 
has seemed a little more channelled, 
with regular inputs from what he calls 
his mind coach.

Against this, Ashour and Shabana have 
both won titles in Kuwait, Gaultier has 
not. They may feel more at home here. 
They may also have been keeping some 
of their powder dry for Kuwait.

Here we should mention Gaultier’s 
compatriot and inspiration. Thierry 
Lincou, the former World Champion who 
is trying to eke out the remains of a very 
special career, could easily become 
inspired himself by playing, possibly for 
the last time, in the event in which he 
made French history.

Lincou at thirty-three years of age may 
still be good enough to beat anyone. 
Nick Matthew however may be good 
enough to win the championship.

There have been many courageous 
comebacks over the years but few 
better than that of the Englishman, who 
was out of it for nine months with a 
shoulder injury but came back to beat 
Ashour, Gaultier and Darwish this year, 
claimed the Gold Medal at the World 
Games, won his second British Open 
title and reached a career-high ranking 
of World No.4.

There is one other former World 
Champion who will be a contender in 
Kuwait, David Palmer, who too may 
have enough left in him for another 
serious challenge. He recently 
impressed the Wallabies Coach Robbie 
Deans, who asked to see whether his 
rigorous training methods might help the 
Australian rugby team.

Fitness and stamina have been 
cornerstones of a will to win which has 
made Palmer one of the most 
successful players of modern times. 
“How do you keep going when your 
legs are gone?” asked Deans, who 
played squash with him at the Sydney 
football stadium complex.

Quite a few players on the PSA World 
Tour have wanted to know that. But 
Palmer wasn’t letting on. “It’s like playing 
chess at a million miles an hour,” was 
his most insightful comment. He may be 
thirty-three years of age too, but 
underestimating him will probably be 
costly. Even for the Egyptians.

KUWAITMEN SWORLDOPEN2009 I 15
www.KuwaitWorldQpen2009.com

http://www.KuwaitWorldOpen2009.com
http://www.KuwaitWorldQpen2009.com


the PSA World Tour 
taking men's professional 
squash to new heights HH SHEIKH SAAD ABDULLAH AL-SABAH TROPHY 

THE PATRIARCH AMIR ^

KUWAIT
MEN’S WORLD OPEN 

SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS

i



a ajaiail lalx3l Ajadll A *uj iij u^i\l JusJt Jjlui Aj JIS Aib^yalt

^Jlxli Aj^laol

.ill _jll JJ-aVl 4AJ ^jjjI 1^juiI£  (JatvJ (_£a]Ij  2 0 0 9  (jiljS ju i^U  ^Ibdl Aj jK t l d u jS il A iLjalu il

A ^tall l^ ia j A_UJjJill ( j i l  ■ ■'V ' A . >»\ L»La l i la . j "' 4^1 l.<-»ll ^iLoill A&l JUsil .1» *u
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0 jlA (Ĵ oaO ^ iJ £ j ( j| ■-*! ■* V j  4A^aJj£j A ui-» A jil V I ŷA La 4^1^11 jJ-aVl Ĵa>Lj 4—î uibo (Ĵ juaJ \ ft
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(J 'J  , „"l CIiL IS aV I A il£  Ia  j j 3j H ' ̂  jÎ - (jAAjlill J  A jJaL jll j  4 j l  l>*i\l A-olxil A U ^li (J^I-OJA jS o illj 4 0 jio l< J ’ 

AlaJl jl^C.y^ (J^i L>® A lu a ljlo ll Ia JJg 7- ^yic. AloUJl (jLaJl j Sĵ II (JSj 4Ai^la21 A-oJaiall A'v>\ll <JaC-
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