NATION S, & THEIR SQUASH

BEGINNINGS
(alphabetic by country)

Updated to 28 February 2026

FEDERATION FORMATION

Squash Library

2 December at 08:19 - @

From oldest to youngest, here is a Squash Library feature charting the
year in which national squash federations around the world were
founded. See it at https://www.squashlibrary.info/features. When was
yours formed?  World Squash Federation Federacion Panamericana
de Squash The European Squash Federation

Papua New Guinea

Trinidad & Tobago

ARGENTINA

Squash Library
@ 1lune-Q

The start of squash in Argentina is clear — 4 December 1929, That is
the date that a British group in Buenos Aires founded the less than
imaginatively titled The Squash Club (see photo).

Soon after, Prince Albert of York (later George VI King of Great
Britain) was a visitor, as were Hashim Khan and more recent stars. It
is still on Florida Street in downtown Buenos Aires,

In the 1950s Buenos Aires also featured squash at the Jockey Club,
Hurlingham Club, Naval College and in Rosario — with the Squash
Club professional, M.A Filone, travelling to New York to play the US
Openin 1954 too.

Real expansion came from the 1980s with court building taking
place that now means squash courts can be found in a number of
provinces.

The country hosted the first squash event to be part of the PanAm
Games — in 1995 when the event took place in the city of Mar Del
Plata, and has regularly hosted PSA & PanAm Championships.
Asociacion Argentina de Squash Rackets
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AUSTRIA

Squash Library

2 September - &

Austria opened its’ first courts in 1976, when, possibly uniquely, five
were built in Vienna-Oberlaa in a tent! The tennis & general sports
club was later expanded to 19 courts and was the venue of
European Teams 2000 and Men's World Teams 2003. (It was
demolished in 2008 to make space for a large Spa & Leisure Centre).
The Austrian Federation was founded in 1978 and first national
championships held the same year in Salzburg. Silvia Seidl won the
women's event and Hans-Wolf Selden (pic) was the men’s winner.
Selden had learnt to play squash when living in South Africa and
also won the national title the next two years in 1979 and 1980. The
last title was at Club 19 in Vienna, his own newly opened club,
which is now the oldest existing squash club in Austria.




AUSTRALIA

@y Squash Library s
22 September at (<)

In 1957 the Australian Squash Rackets Association reported growth,
saying ‘Blocks of squash courts erected as a commercial proposition
are springing up rapidly, particularly in Sydney, where the game is
enjoying unexampled prosperity. It is only a matter of time before
Australia begins to produce players who will at least equal the best
that England can show'. It certainly happened! Squash Australia
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Squash Library
@ 3 1 nber 2019 - Q

Two Australian snapshots from 60 years ago. Here are the Squash
Australia accounts from 1959 with their tiny turnover. Squash
Australia
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SQUASH
in N.S.W.

The first Squash Racquets courts in New
South Wales were built in the late 1920's, and
were restricted mainly to private clubs sach
#s the Royal Sydney Golf Club, Killars Golf
Club, Usiversity Club and Sydney Squash
Racquets Club. In 1935, the first competition
was conducted by the mewly formed New
South Wales £
that year, the N
ships were also co

s Racquets Association. In
ith Wales Champion.
enced.

With the advent of the war in 1939, the pro-
gross of the game stopped, but many service-
men, particularly Air Force chaps who may
never have seen the game, were intro
it whilst oa tour overseas in Cansda,
and England.  After the war, because of the
penerally unsettled conditions, restrictions on
building, ote., the game remained fairly static

At the beginning of 1955, there were 12
courts, nine private courts attached to private
clubs, and three public courts. In Apeil, 1955,
two of the public courts were demolished, but
In May of the same year, the B
public courts was erected at North Sydney,
known as the Squash Centre. Courts were
quickly ereoted in other suburbs, Burwood,
Fivo Dock, St. Leonards, Ashfield, and 5o the
game grew and gained populsrity, until teday
there are in the metropolitan area, 19 private
courts and 186 public courts.

The beginning of 1958 saw the first move In
the country areas. Private courts were erected
in varlous towns and then followed public
courts, a3 we know them here in Sydney. 1959

L3

Also in 1959 Squash News was launched for the Australian State of
New South Wales. It provides an insight into the development of
the sport in Sydney and surrounds at that time. Squash Australia

saw & consolidation of the country court de-
velopmsent, and today we have 15 private
courts and 59 public courts scattercd through-
out the various country centres in NSW. In
arts, 245 public
s erected and

rés—altogother 279 co

o rt
operating in NSW. A further 42 are planned
or in th £ there should

b, by the end of this year, 3
Consistent with this amazing
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| in New South
stimated  that
nd seventy thousand people
on the country and
<ity courts each week. So too, the Associa-
tion has noticed, or felt rather, the impact of
this incroase, d its competitions have ecach
year stiracted more and more ontries

In 1955, the beginning of this boom, there
were an averago of 18 competition tesms
playing each year. At the beginning of 1956
there were 23 teams. Then came the real
impact of all these new courts, and in 1957
two competitions conducted by the Associa.
ton attracted eatries from 100 teams In
1958 this was more than doabled, and entries
were recelved from more than 240 toams. The
first competition conducted this year attracted
entries from 195 ¢ we feel that

g figare,
growth of
squash over the past three or four years.
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@ Squash Library

In 1981, after 42 years operating separately, the Australian Men's &
Women's national associations amalgamated as the Australian
Squash Rackets Association (now Squash Australia). Although the
States already had full-time staff, the national body employed their
first in September that year. Squash Australia




Squash Library
@ 13 November at 08:29 * Q@
According to an article in Australian Squash Player magazine in 1972 the first court in Australia
was one at the Flinders Naval Base, made from the sides of an old submarine hull! Bert Armstrong,
renowned Australian collector and font of knowledge reckons this may not be correct, but he is
certain that the Royal Melbourne Club was the first to appear in 1913. It also reports on a court
with round corners! Squash Australia

The first public court in Melbourne was situated in Little Collins Street,

at Pearce Bjelke-Petersen’'s gymnasium, but it was an odd shaped court
with a low roof and round corners.

The next public court was built in the Empitr Arcade. One of the interesting
sidelights to this court was the rumour that there may have been peep
holes drilled through the wall to the ladies’ changing room.

Frank Findlay's gymnasium in Prescott Arcade, off Little Collins Street, had
the first court available to rent for the general public.

Frank could not recall the exact year, but remembers that in 1932, Gardner
and Lang (the owners) refused him permission to erect a court on the roof
of the building. Subsequently in either 1933 or 1934 he was able to
incorportate a court inside his gym.

Next came Bickham's court in Elwood and then public courts at St. Kilda
railway station.

The first court in the city of Melbourne was at the Royal Melbourne Tennis
Club at the top of Exhibition Street and is there to this day. The club had two
courts, one orthodox and the other an odd size.

Then the Naval and Military Club built a court in their old premises in Alfred
Place. The Athenauem Club in Collins Street followed with an odd shaped
court which is almost two feet wider than standard.

In 1935 the Sandringham Club copied the Naval and Military court as in
quick succession did the Alma, South Yarra, L.T.A.V. and the Royal South
Yarra Tennis Clubs.

Squash Library
' 28 December at 07:55 - Q
The Squash Racquets Association of Australia (now Squash Australia),
was formed 90 years ago in 1934. A group of enthusiasts met in
Melbourne and proposed these principles initially:
".... the association is to act as a central authority for all matters
connected with the game, with central reference to the rules,
championships, international matches and disputes, and matters
relating to the game in the interests of amateurs and professionals.’
(There was a separate Australian women’s association until a merger in
1981). Squash Australia

THE SOUASH RACKETS ASSOGIATION OF AUSTRALIA

AFFILIATED WITH THE SOUNSH RAEEETS ASSOCIATION, LONDOK

BAHAMAS

Squash Library
@ 29 April at08:16 -Q
1971 was a key year in the Bahamas squash story. In January the Bahamas Squash Association
was formed, followed by November when the first Bahamas Championship were held in
Nassau.
In 1980 Bahamas took part in the 1st Men’s World Junior Team Championship in Sweden,
finishing 14th, above Denmark and Norway. Federacion Panamericana de Squash

Men's World Junior Team Championship 1980,

1 Australa, 2 Pakistan, 3 New Zealand, 4 England, 5 Canada, 6 Scotland, 7 Sweden, 8 Wales,
9 Netherlands, 10 Fnland, 11 Ireland, 12 Germany, 13 Swizerland, 14 Bahamas, 15 Denmark, 16 Norway

BAHRAIN

@ Squash Library
10 August- Q

In 1954 Bahrain reported on the problem of not having air-
conditioned courts at the Bapco Club: ‘Interest was maintained at a
high level during the winter and courts were in great demand.
Throughout the hot months conditions are rather trying and only
the die-hards are in action’.

BARBADOS

gl Sauash Library
4 November at 08:00 - &

The first squash court in Barbados was what is now known as Court #3 at the Barbados Squash
Club, Christ Church, opened in 1972. In 1981, a further two glass backed, fully air-conditioned courts
were added to the facility. The Barbados Squash Association (formed 1978) hosts national

championships there.

Ass ciation

BELGIUM

@ Squash Library
27 0858-Q

Until 1975 there were only ten courts in Belgium. The first courts
dated back to 1939, built in the Shell Building in Brussels, with a
further two added to the Beerschot Club in Antwerp after WW2,
But by 1970 both were closed. However after the Shell courts lease
finished, in 1971 the owners built the five court Brussels Squash
Club in the grounds of the Royal Leopold Tennis Club.

Following on from the formation of the Belgian Federation in 1974,
the nation began entering and hosting European Championships,
the first hosting being the Men’s Team Championship in 1976.

The Belgian Squash Federation was split up in 1995 into the Ligue
Francophone de Squash and Squash Vlaanderen. After this, in 2003,
Squash Vlaanderen initiated a Flemish Squash Centre in Herentals.
Currently the nation features around 75 affiliated Clubs and 300
courts. Squash Vlaanderen vzw




Squash Library o

15 July at 08:20 - @

The Belgian Squash Association was founded in 1974 by Count Hubert Dumonceau de
Bergendael, Georges Lazar and Mr de Borman. This, two years after arranging the move of the
Brussels squash club from the centre of Brussels.

They agreed with the Leopold Club in Uccle a 100 years lease of a spot of ground located next to
the clubhouse of the Club. There they built a five court club which at this time also hosted the
Belgian Squash Association, which later on moved to other premises.

In 1976 the Brussels squash, hosted the European Team Championships, after their team
participated in Dublin the year before (pic L to R: Cooper, Sheridan, Vaudrey, Laker, Masterson,
Seddon-Brown, Gaw, Dumonceau).

A fire that started in the kitchen of the club in December 1977 led to only two of the courts being
repairable. Ligue francophone de squash

8 101 APRIL 1976
BRUSSELS SAC. ROYAL LEOPOLD.

CRGANSTO WY THE BELOIAN SO RACKETS |

BERMUDA

@ Squash Library

23 January - Q

Squash was first played in Bermuda around 1930 when two courts
were built by the British Military. Later, in 1959 a group of keen
players decided to form the Bermuda Squash Rackets Association.
In 1968 squash took off with two courts, followed by two more in
1974 at the Association’s Devonshire clubhouse,

A glassback followed. Despite being essentially a club, in 1992
Bermuda managed to send a team to the World Junior Team
Championships in Hong Kong. They have also sent a squad to the
Men's World Team Championship three times from 2003 onwards.
The small North Atlantic territory with a population of only around
70,000 took squash promotion to a new level when it hosted the
Men's World Open in 2007, Small island, impressively vibrant! World
Squash FederationBermuda Squash Racquets Association.

~ NOVEMBER 25 - DECEMBER 1
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BOLIVIA

Squash Library
@ 21 June at 0841-Q
Bolivia is not the first place that comes to mind as a squash nation.
With its two capital cities — La Paz the seat of government -
considered to be the highest ‘capital’ in the world at over 3,500m -
and Sucre the actual capital at only slightly lower 2,800m, it may be
an environment needing altitude balls, but has a new Federation
that is flying high too!
February 2014 saw Bolivia enter their first international event — even
before the first court had been built in the country! They took
eleven players to the South American Junior Championship in
Asuncion, Paraguay - and came away with a medal. Adapted
racquetball courts had been used for training.
The first three international courts were built in 2014 and only a
year later the Bolivian Federation was formed and the 2015 South
American Championships were played on the courts. Extra courts
were built and in 2018 it meant that squash could be included in
the South American Games played in the city of Cochabamba.
Now Bolivia has nearly 20 courts. Cochabamba has several, with
others at Oruru, Santa Cruz with two outdoor courts, Sucre too -
and Potosi with "Raquet Squash Alegria” at 3854 meters above sea
level, a Squash court in the sky! Federacion Boliviana de Squash

In 2020, the young squash nation secured 4th place at the South
American Squash Championship in Ecuador. (2019 junior squad pic)

Squash Library

Ten years ago in February 2014 Bolivia entered their first international event — even before the first
court has been built in the country! They took eleven players to the South American Junior
Championship in Asuncion, Paraguay - and came away with a medal.

Adapted racquetball courts were being used, but their initiatives bore fruit with squash courts
built and a national federation being formed. Federacion Boliviana de SquashFederacion
Panamericana de SquashConfederacién Sudamericana de Squash




BRAZIL

Squash Library
@ 3 April-Q

Squash arrived in Brazil in 1920, brought by Englishmen who went
to look for gold in Nova Lima, in Minas Gerais. The first squash
court was a new facility at Clube das Quintas which opened in 1896
in that city.

In S30 Paulo, the first court was built in 1930 at the Clube dos
Ingleses, SPAC (Sdo Paulo Athletic Club).

More recently Brazil has hosted Tour and PanAm events, and the
World Juniors 1997 in Rio de Janeiro. Confederacdo Brasileira de
Squash

CANADA

Squash Library
g 30 May at 08:37 - @
In 2015, Squash Canada celebrated its centenary. Their history from the start in 1915 is detailed
on their website at https://squash.ca/history/. At the time of the anniversary a booklet was
produced featuring information along with biographies of so many of the people who have been
key in the playing and administrative Federation timeline. Squash Canada

Squash Library
g 3 August- Q@
Courts in Canada first appear to have been in private homes in the
late 1800s, e.g. in a house in Vancouver in 1892, Club courts
followed - in St John's, Newfoundland (1904}, Montreal (1911),
Toronto (1905), Hamilton, Winnipeg (1909), the Vancouver Club
(1894} and in Quebec City too.
The first Canadian Squash Championship was played 20 to 23
March 1912, at the Montreal Racket Club. It was won by Kenneth
Molson 12-15, 15-5, 15-12, 15-8, beating Phil MacKenzie in the final.
(Pic of club / players courtesy Rackets in Canada, Chris Marks)
Squash Canada

K. Molson P. MacKenzie

Squash Library
@ S September at 08148 - Q

The first Canadian Men's Championship was played on 20 March 1912

at the Montreal Racket Club, won by Kenneth Molson, who beat Peter

Mackenzie 12/15, 15/5, 15/12, 15/9 in an all-Montreal final. (Mackenzie

secured the title the following year when he beat Arthur J Hills 18/17,

8/15, 10/15, 15/12, 15/11).

This was three years before the Canadian Squash Racquets Association

was formed in 1915. The five founding members were the Montreal

Racket Club, Toronto Racquet Club, Hamilton Squash Racquets Club,

University Club of Toronto, and the Ottawa Squash Racquets Club.

The Montreal Racket Club was built in 1889 as a rackets club, with a

squash court subsequently added. Squash Canada




CAYMAN ISLANDS

@ Squash Library

The start of squash in the Cayman Islands was in 1977 when the
Cayman Racquet Club opened its’ first court, as pictured here. A
second court followed a year later.

Then South Sound Squash Club arrived with three in 1984, and now
has seven courts, It hosted the Women's World Championship in
2012, where Nicol David won her 7th title of 8. South Sound Squash
Club Nicol David World Squash Federation

CHINA
@y Squash Library
24 April at 08:51 - Q

Squash arrived in China around 1984 when two courts were built at the
White Swan Hotel in Guangzhou. More courts followed in five star
hotels and embassies until the mid-1990s when demand from travelers
from Hong Kong / internationally, and the inclusion of squash in
residential developments fueled growth.

In 1999 the Chinese Squash Association was formed and the same year
the first national championships were played in Kunming. Following on
from this China participated in the Asian Games in Busan, Korea in
2002. International events began after China's first National Squash
Conference 2004 (below), in November 2004 when the WISPA
Women's WorldStars $40,000 event was staged with finals played on
the Bund in Shanghai.

Four years later in 2008, the Men's & Women's China Open began,
growing to become a major Tour stop in recent years.

There are now over 200 courts spread across many cities in the nation.

Squash Library

26 February at 08:14 * &

The start of the Chinese city of Dalian becoming a major squash force in that country began in
1996 when two courts were opened at the Furama Hotel. Other courts followed, and after the
Xinghai International Tennis Center added three courts in 2008, squash in Dalian really came of
age when the Xigang Stadium built four CGG all-glass showcourts.

These four courts as well as two more put up on another floor of the building (pic) were used for
the first world event played in China, the WSF Women's World Team Championship 2018. This
came after the city had hosted the Asian Masters two years earlier.

Squash Library -

In 1936the-fe\-c\sz;1uvasrv1 co:rts in China were found primarily in hotels, after which courts in
apartment blocks did begin to appear, The list features these courts:

Zhenjiang Hotel Zhenjiang 2

East Lake Hotel Shenzhen 2

Silver Bay Complex Zhuhai 2

Dong Fang Hotel Guangdong 2

Garden Hotel Guangdong 2

Long Bai Apartments | Shanghai 2

China World Trade Beijing 2

Centre

Lido Hotel Beijing 6

CHINESE TAIPE/
Squash Library e
& 13 February at 08:57 - @

After World War 11, squash began in Chinese Taipei, the island of
Taiwan, with courts being built in Taichung Qingquangang Air Force
Base and Linkou Military Police Base.

General expansion followed with the Chinese Taipei Federation
founded in January 1995 (inauguration below). Their first national
team came on stream the following year (also below), and they hosted
the Asian Squash Championships in February 2006, featuring twelve
nations. Since then The World Games 2009, Asian, East Asian and PSA
events have been staged, and there are now over 500 courts on Taiwan.




COLOMBIA

Squash Library

@ 5 November at 0924 - Q
The first club to have a court in Colombia was the Country club of
Bogota from the late 1970s, ....... where coaching was handled by
Angel Rodriguez (father of 2018 British Open champion Miguel
Angel Rodriguez).
The Colombian Squash Federation was formed in 1989, originally by
five clubs in the South American country,
Today with clubs in many cities, and including some public
facilities, the country has more than 700 courts, has won many
PanAm titles, and has a British Open champion too!

Federacion Colombiana de Squash

COSTA RICA

CZECH REPUBLIC

Squash Library
g 11 November at 08:03 - @
The first squash court in the Czech Republic was built at Forum Praha Hotel at Vy$ehrad,
Prague - opened in June 1988,

The towering hotel (pic) used the top two floors of the hotel (25th and 26th) for the first hotel
fitness center in Prague, including a squash court and a panoramic view of Prague! European
Squash Federation

~| The court had to be slightly reduced in size

to fit in the space that was available. It was
slightly narrower than the standard
dimensions and the ceiling height was a little
low too. But squash had arrived in the country.

(The Forum was bought in 1998 Corinthia
Hotels, renamed, and eventually the court was
swallowed up by the gym and fitness expansion).

The Czech Federation arrived four years after the

court in 1992, and although that court is not there

anymore there are approaching 500 in the country
now.

DENMARK

Squash Library e
@ 26 August -

The first national championship in Costa Rica was held in 1976 at Le
Club Squash. At that time there were ten courts including at Squash
de Monterreal, all ‘American’ sized’ but with ‘international’ squash
being played upan them.

At that time courts had arrived in El Salvador, and regular friendlies’
followed,

Squash Library

@ 19 March - Q

Squash started in 1936 in Denmark when courts were opened at
two spots in Copenhagen. At Frederiksberg (in the factory building
pictured) 3 courts sprung up, with another three at Vestersghus, a
fashionable building in the centre of the city - still open today,
called Kebenhavns Squash Klub — Copenhagen Squash Club.

From the 1970's courts were built in other cities, including Odense,
host of the WSF World Women's Team 2002 & Men's Team 2009, DIF




Squash Library

5 August- Q&

Denmark (pictured} became the first national team from Europe to
play against the British nation when in 1950, when their played
against Scotland and England in Edinburgh and London.

At the time it was reported ‘England remain unquestionably the
strongest country at present, but it seems probable that Belgium or
Sweden might well give Scotland, Ireland or Wales a good match;
and it is much to be hoped that one or both of these countries will
soon enter the international arena’.

The Danish team, Lto R: B.O Smith, H.E. Kastoft, C. Bauder, E Bjerre-
Petersen (Captain), O. Rasmussen. Dansk Squash Forbund

DUBA/

EGYPT

@@ Squash Library -
27 July at 08:11 - @

It was Britain's Empire extending into Egypt that started squash being
played there — initially primarily by the visitors. In 1880 the Alexandria
Sporting Club was founded, and two years later in 1882 in Cairo the
Khedivial Sporting Club — later and much better known as the Gezira
Sporting Club (below). Courts were built at these clubs during the early
part of the 20th century at these clubs, and were originally open-air.
Egyptian Squash Federation - ilgS.wll S paall 35V

Squash Library
g o
The first public squash courts in Dubai were built by the Al Ahli Club in the 1970s to help its
soccer players keep fit when the summer heat stopped them training outdoors. This, a few
years after the police opened two courts at their headquarters, and hotels and private clubs
had begun to sprout.

In 1986 the United Arab Emirates Squash Association was set up to support and promotes
squash in the Gulf Emirates. DUBAI Squash Dubai squash group

g Squash Library .ee

13 January at 08:18 + @
Before the advent of a world federation, the British SRA looked after international affairs for the
sport. So when nations formed their national federations, as Egypt did in 1938, they often became
SRA members, as SRA reported here. Egyptian Squash Federation - ulsSw)l $paoll SE5YIWorld
Squash Federation

HoNoraRY MeMBERsHIP.—The Egyptian S.R.A. has been formed and has become an Honorary
Member of the S.R.

For the Executive Committee,
W. G. PEasGoop, Secretary.

November, 1938.




