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Dunlop racket ad 1938

Dunlop Blue Flash shoes

Bumper strips

End of wooden rackets
Wooden club, Slovenia

Courts, Nigeria

Royal Beerschot, Belgium

Oil rig court
European courts 1974-1979

Ball feeder (Germany)
Goudie/Dunlop ads 1980

Court building errors
Scoreboard, Abbeydale 1971
Scoreboard South Africa 1971
Courtback seating system

Carter Courts ad 1937

15t Glass floor (2006)

Spalding wooden rackets 1983
Courts on ships

Individually wrapped balls
SquashMaster ball machine

15t courts at Harrow School (1865)
SRA Guide To Maintenance 1979
Mirrored Squash 1939

Racket stringing 1930s

Early court dimensions used at Lords
SRA club list 1929 / 30

London club information 1929 / 30
RAC Ball 1924
Thames House courts, 1930s
Aluminium rackets

ContraVision

Glass backwalls penetration.
Gradidge Squash courts 1935
Pilkington glass walls 1970s
Carter ad 19337 RAC Woodcote Pk
Gezira Club, Cairo

Old outdoor courts

Aberdeen Squash Club i oldest?
Prince Extender / Dunlop Airfoil
Blue balls 1978

Court door 4ft high 1933

Stocks courts 1970s

Ellis Pearson glass walls 1970s
Prodorite Formula S 1970s
Banbury Courts 1970s
Gray-Owen foldaway court 1970s
Pilkington Glass 1970s

Charles Arnold racket ad 1936
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Squash Library
@ 31 March at 07:41 . @
Charles Arnold has been squash professional at the Bath Club in London for 25 years from around 1911

and had his own racket brand. He advertised his products in 1936 somewhat unusually using a letter
rather than pictures and prices. Here it is.
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Squash Library

21 March at 07:46 - &

Finally for this 1970s court company week, Pilkington were selling glass walls in the 1970s, as this 1973
brochure indicates. It was they who supplied the glass for installers such as Ellis Pearson.

0| Squash Library

20 March at 07:30 - @

The 1970s decade also included an alternative to solid courts as an option when the Grays equipment
company partnered with designer George Owen to offer a foldaway court.

The Howitallbegan. ......
Gray-owen by George Owen-designer of
Foldaway the Foldaway Squash Court
Squash Court

Grays of Cambridge

aray-owen
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19 March at 07:41 . &

Squash Library

Continuing this week’s court company details from fifty years ago, Banbury were a company offering
concrete wall panels in the 1970s too, and sold courts worldwide. They used Jonah Barrington's
endorsement to spearhead this promotional item.

Squash Library
18 March at 07:34 - @&

Following on from Stocks and Ellis Pearson details, Prodorite was a major player in the plaster wall
business even before the 1970s boom expanded the market. Formula S was one of their products.

Squash Library aon

16 March at 07:35 - Q&

Around 50 years ago as squash began to boom around the world, companies offering walls and full courts
were springing up too. Here are a few of them this week.

Stocks, for example, offered modular courts, beginning in 1973 when the company decided to expand
from general building operations.

3] Squash Library _—
17 March at 07:51 - @

In the early 1970s Ellis Pearson were in the forefront of glass back wall manufacture as they started to
come on stream. Here are details from their 1974 brochure. It was their glass walls that were installed at
Abbeydale Park Sports Club in Sheffield for the men's British Open to be played there 1972 - 4.

GLASS BACK WALLS

Squash Library e
@ 12 March at 07:57 - @
This court door in USA was around 4ft high, fitting below a hardball back wall line at that height too, ready
for use in the Wolfe-Noel Trans-Atlantic Challenge match in 1933.

DUR SUCCE
THE CHAMPIO!

ASIL RACK
OF GREAT BRIT D TH ITED STA' S
SUSAN NOEL (L) AND MRS. G. DU BOULAY READY FOR PRACTICE

LADY PLAYERS IN AM]

From the Bas van Hoorn collection

3] Squash Library ooe
4 March at 07:44 - &

In 1978 an English squash ball manufacturer won an appeal against the Patent Office, and was able to
apply to patent blue squash halls.

ITS Rubber Limited of Petersfield, Hampshire won their appeal to the effect that their application for a
patent on their new blue squash racket ball should not be refused on the grounds that it was not a
manner of new manufacture.

The Patent Office had earlier decided that “a manner of new manufacture” was not involved, but this was
over-ruled.

The Blue ITS ball was marketed by Grays of Cambridge, and that year was used at the women's South of
England Championships (won by Sue Cogswell, England) and in the German International Championships
at Munich in April, (won by Mikael Hellstrom of Sweden).




Squash Library

@ 27 February at 07:34 - @
Scrolling back to 1988 Prince unveiled their Extender racket range with a ‘teardrop’ head shape. Dunlop
soon came up with their own open-throat Airfoil range (left). Prince claimed it infringed their design rights
for their open throat Extender racket range (right), with a tear-drop shape and longer strings giving more
power. Other smaller companies withdrew their own versions under pressure from Prince but Dunlop
proceeded with theirs.
What followed in 1991 was three days in a specialist Patents Court in North London. There was no patent
in place so the question was about design rights.
Dunlop had the judgement in their favour allowing them to continue marketing their version, but it
proved somewhat academic for market leadership with other companies producing variations too.

Squash Library
21 February at 07:58 - @

As detailed in https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration, the first squash courts appeared in
1865. But which was the first club built specifically for squash? Aberdeen Squash Club in Scotland can
stake a strong claim, having been founded in 1909, with formal papers held from 1913. Although it moved
site during its life, it has operated continuously since its beginnings. Aberdeen Squash and Racketball
ClubScottish Squash

Squash Library
7 February at 07:28 -

Following yesterday’s post the Library has been asked about photos of old outdoor courts. Here are a few
including the Joh burg Country Club, as featured on page 30 of https://
www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration.

19305 court in England

Court on the slopes of Mount Kenya Johannesburg Country Club, built 1906

Squash Library
6 February at 07:59 - @

As covered on page 31 of https://www. y.info/squash-a- ), a very early club
featuring squash was the Gezira Club, which opened on a small Zamalek island in the River Nile in central
Cairo in 1882. Originally called Khedivial, it already had outdoor squash courts there by 1897. It has
remained a major centre ever since, currently boasting 16 courts on the site. Gezira Sporting Club -
Egyptian Squash Federation - (aol I 83 j2dl b ilgSawll Spaall 3Ll

@ Squash Library

31 January at 07:43 - @

When the RAC built constructed squash courts at their Woodcote Park facility in Epsom, England in 1933
the Carter company built them, and promoted the fact in their advertising.

The Three New Courts for the

Royal Auto. Country Club, Epsom.
Finished by G. H. CARTER, Ltd Arch. A. W. D, REID, F.R.LB.A

All the Principal Standard
SQUASH RACKETS COURTS
and over 90% of all the Courls in the World
are by

CARTERS
DONALD G. BUTCH

All.| Enlhﬁ Professional
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57-69, GREEN LANES, LONDON, N.16
Telephones: Clissold 6920.1.2. Code : Mareoni.

A representative will be sent, free of charge, anywhere in the Bnmh liles
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g Squash Library vee Squash Library o
24 October at 07:53 - @ 3 September at 07:45 - @
By the time the mid-1970s were reached, Pilkington glass back walls were being installed internationally. We are so used to glassbacks in clubs, but after they emerged in the early 1970s (see https://
Here is how they promoted the product at that time. www.squashlibrary.info/.../innovation... for a Library timeline), they did not mushroom everywhere
7 initially. In 1990, for example, India had only four in the country, albeit with another twelve on the
way.
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Squash Library =
g 12 August at 07:51- Q

| Forturtherdetas contactihe Publicty
Oaparimant PlngtonrothrsLimited
by

In August 1982 the court used for the World Masters pro event in England six weeks later was built
to test the precision of the exact ‘registration’ of the white and black dot layers to produce clear
viewing from the outside but a ‘milky’ finish for the players to sight the ball against. It was
ContraVision, a clear film of superimposed black and white dots 'wallpapered’ onto the

inside of the court wall. Later, dots were baked in and colour added.

The full story of squash innovations form part of the lavishly illustrated World Squash Library
publication https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration.

5 Squash Library
4 October at 07:49 - &
In 1935, the Gradidge Company used a list of the courts they had built in their advertising, so here

are some of the facilities in operation 90 years ago in England, and Scottish SRC too. England
SquashScottish Squash

GRADIDGE
SQUASH COURTS

LEADING v’rcmutrs o the deipn and cumtrcionof Covred
Courts Rackets C
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GRADIDGE CONSTRUCTION coLme
7 HOBART PLACE, Eg'l;x?N SQUARE, LONDON,

e CURRENIED RN, RBQEIRR. Taephoe : Sloane 2089

Squash Library .
5 August at 07:55 - &

During the 1980s after the abandoning of the requirement that wood must be used, racket
manufacturers turned to graphite and other materials. Aluminum was also used for lower priced
recreational rackets. While graphite was better for power, and less tennis-elbow inducing vibration,
an aluminum tube that started in the handle, went up around the head and back down again was
promoted. Here is a range from forty years ago.




3] Squash Library
2 August at 07:47 - &

In the 1930s Thames House in London had 15 courts, making it the largest facility in the world at

the time. As the building now houses the UK security service (MI5), the Library understands that
none remain, but prefers not to draw attention to itself by checking!

THAMES HOUSE

the bemeit of Carter’s vast expesience. 1

surt. let Cagter's vend a technical pepresest

CARTER'S SPORTS COURTS Ltb.

(Formedy Spors Courts Depe. G, H. Corlr Lad)

Eusdb  CLISSOLD WORKS, 57-69, GREEN LANES, LONCON N6
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Squash Library
7 July at 05:49 - @

The SRA in Great Britain became the de facto world body when it was formed in 1928, and a year
later produced this list of clubs 1929/30 Clubs. It showed the beginnings of overseas registrations,
which would expand substantially until the World Federation was formed in 1967. By 1960, for
example, the list was nine pages long and featured facilities in thirty countries.

SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION (SRA) MEMBER CLUB LIST 1929-30
(SRA was formed a year earlier in 1928)

UK LONDON (futher detaits on London clubs tomorrow,)
Aberdeen Squash Club (2 courts, Hardgate, Army & Navy Club (Pall Mall)

Scotland) Army SRA (Birdcage Walk)

Buxton Club (1 court, Palace Hotel, Derbyshire) Badminton Club (Piccadilly)

k (Rifle Depot,
Leicestershire Rackets Club (1 court, Welford
Place, Leicester)
Liverpool Racket Club (3 courts, Upper
Parliament Street)
Manchester Tennis & Racket Club (1 court,

Bank of England Sports Club (EC2)
Bath Club (Dover Street)

Cavendish Club (Marylebone)
Conservative Club (St James Street)
Guards Club (Brook Street)

Junior Carlton Club (Pall Mall)

Salford) M.C.C. (Lords)
Newcastle Squash Rackets Club (3 courts, Navy SRA (Admiralty)
College Street) Princes Club (Knightsbridge)

Royal Air Force SRA (Porton, Wilts)
Royal tary College (Sandhurst, Berks) Roehampton Club (SW15)
Sussex County Sports Club (3 courts, Eaton Royal Air Force Club (Piccadilly)
Road, Hove) Royal Automobile Club (RAC) (Pall Mall)
Weybridge Squash Rackets Club (3 courts, Union Club (Carlton House Terrace)
Oatlands Park, Surrey)
Yorkshire Rocks (2 courts, St Peter’s School, OVERSEAS
York) Durban Country Club (1 court, South Africa)
Gezira Sporting Club (8 courts, Cairo, Egypt)
Khartoum Sporting Club (Sudan)
Sudan Club (6 courts, Khartoum)
Sydney Squash Rackets Club (Australia)

Queens Club (West Kensington)

gy Sauash Library
11July at 05:40 - @

If you want to know how squash balls, their packaging and promotion has evolved you need to buy
https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration! Only available from the Library, it includes
the gloss-finished RAC Number Two ball (pic) which has the RAC logo, and was developed in 1924

as a new slower standard ball.

Squash Library
@ 27 June at 07:56 - @

Lords in London provides a good example on how court dimensions evolved from before they
began to be standardised in 1923 (details in https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-
celebration).
According to details found by Chris Orriss, the first court - the "A" court, also called the Long Court,
was - 42ft x 24ft - with a 28in tin! Plans were approved in July 1898 and it was reported to have a
leaking roof in June 1899 even before it was used.
The second "B" court was completed in 1908 - 36ft x 22ft - so midway between the subsequent
"standard size" and the Long "A" court. The first British Amateur championship in April 1923 was
played on the "B" court

"C" court was constructed, presumably using the standard 32ft x 21ft and 19in tin, in the rackets
court in 1927. Two courts remain at the Lords Cricket Ground behind the Pavillion.
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3] Squash Library
8 July at 07:38 - @

Following on from yesterday's post listing clubs in 1929, here are Library notes on the London
clubs that were active at that point nearly a century ago.

LONDON CLUBS LISTED BY SRA 1929-30

Army & Navy Club

The original Army & Novy Club in Pail Mall was opened in 1847, and
added 3 squash court when the club expanded in 1927. When the
lub was re-built on the same site in 1963 squash courts were not
included.

Army SRA

The Army squash association hod squash courts, and was based at
the Wellington Borracks at Birdcage Walk close to Buckingham Palace.
Badminton Club

Qb at courts. It was
named after Badiminton House and assockated with horses, but
disbanded in 1938, taken over by the Public Schools Club and the
courts re-purposed.

Bank of England Sports Club
The club in Roehampton for Its staff had two courts at the time, later

The Bath Club at this time on Rs original site in Dover Street had two
courts which had opened in 1904. It administered the Both Club Cup,
2 London league; and joined with the Conservative Club after
Lbasement fire in 1941 destroyed the building. Later it located to Brook
Street in 1959 before dlosing in 1961. (In 1959 the similarly named.
Bath & Racquets Club opened in Brooks Mews under new ownership
although unrelated to the original Bath Club).

Cavendish Club

Formaly, Club, it opened in Square
be after court. 2

Conservative Club

The club had two courts at St James Street before merging with the
Bath Club.

Guards Club

The Guards Qlub had two courts in Brook Street before linking with
the Gavalry Club in 1975 to become the Cavalry & Guards Club in

Piccadily.

Junior Cariton Club (Pall Mall)

The club opened with three courts, but went down to two in its new
‘base built in 1968, before It clased In 1977,

M.C.C. (Lords)

The first court at Lords was opened In 1699, and like the second court
added in 1908 was oversized. These were followed by a new court in
1927. Later, only one of the two initial courts was altered to standard
dimensions. The 1927 court was removed around 1950 for a
memorial gallery, with the other two being relocated in 1977.

Navy SRA (Admiraity)

Details uncertain.

Princes Club (Knightsbridge)

The dlub had three singles and one doubles court, and after being.
requisitioned by the War Office in WW2 did not re-open and was
demolished in 1952.

Queens Club (West Kensington)

Queens Club built two courts in 1905, and 3 further two courts in
1924. Check whether 3 originally as now. (During WW2 a bomb
dastroyed courts 1 and 2 which were not rebuit, but ofter that the
remaining two courts were ahways known as 3 and 41).
Roehampton Club (SW15)

The initial three courts were built in 1929, with a further three being
added in 1985,

Royal Alr Force Club (Piccadilly)

The club opened in 1922 with two non-standard sized courts, which
remained in used until the area was re-purposed in 2018.

Royal Automobile Club (RAC) (Pall Mall)

The RAC apened in 1911 with three non-standard sized courts. One.
standard sized court was added in In 1935, and later (in 1950) the
other courts were modified s 2 were standard and one narrow.
Union Club (Cariton House Terrace)

This club had two courts but was only open briefly after the 1929/30
listing.

Squash Library
&> 12Juneat07:57-Q

Back in the 1930s a 24-page booklet on how to re-string a tennis or squash racket

was produced by a company who sold the equipment. Here are the items, but they

may be out of stock! More pages on https://www.squashlibrary.info/general-

resources.

STRINGING TOOLS

Parallel Jaw Pliers  Stringing Stick

TOD: W v P e

bR Pulling Out Hook

o od.

e o i e Stringers’ Glove

Clip Point Knives (i

" Prce 1a. b _ o
BREGA LTD:.
126 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD
LONDON SE. 1

MO




g Squash Library
8Mayat07:53-Q

Around 30 years before glass backwalls appeared, the idea of increasing viewing capacity by use of

mirrors was floated in 1939, The article from the Bas van Hoorn collection, seemingly from USA, is

reproduced here for readers to try and follow!

MIRROR USED IN PROPOSED DESIGN OF FOUR-WALL COURTS
GAVIN HADDEN, Engiaser

Squash Library
S February at 07:58 - @

1865 signalled the start of squash with the first purpose-built courts opened at Harrow School in
North West London. This photo of the open-air courts in the foreground is taken from https://
www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration, which also includes much more detail and other
Harrow photos too. Happy 160th birthday, squash! World Squash Federation, @Squash - PSA
World PSA Squash Tour, European Squash Federation, Federacion Panamericana de Squash.
Squash Federation of Africa SFA, Squash Australiaa, US SQUASH, Squash Canada, Egyptian
Squash Federation - blgSwll $paall 3LVl - GlgSull) $raall 35V, England Squash, Scottish
Squash, Squash New Zealand Poipata AotearoaSquash Wales - Sboncen Cymru 1Malaysia
SquashSquash South AfricaSquash Stories

Postcard photo from the Bas van Hoorn collection.

Squash Library
g 3 April at 07:38 - @

In 1979 the English SRA started producing editions of a ‘Guide to Maintenance & Refurbishing” for

squash courts. The details covered many of the enguiries received by the SRA at the time. In

addition to advice on all aspects of court repair and maintenance it included programme for daily,

weekly, monthly, 6 monthly and annual maintenance.

The first two editions were kindly provided by Alan Chalmers to be lodged in the Library. England

SquashAlan Chalmers

THE SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION

T2 NG ¥

SQUASH RACKETS
COURTS

A GUIDE TO THEIR MAINTENANCE
AND REFURBISHING

ADVISORY ARCHITECTS:
FAIRTLOUGH AND MORRIS
CHARTERED ANCHITECTS
19 Church Street, Gedsiming, Surrey, GUT 1EL

THE SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION
70 Brompton flosd. London, SW3 10X
Teleghone: 01-584 2506 & 01584 00

Squash Library
6 January at 08:06 - @

An Australian ball gun was produced around 50 years ago - the Squashmaster being endorsed
by top player Cam Nancarrow. See the promotional information here .... Squash Australia

Squashmaster

EASE
CENTRE
OME

Ideal for beginners.
to leamn racquet and
ball co-ordination,
perfect for
experienced
players to practice
their strokes.
‘Squashmaster’ has
high accuracy and
versatity and is
capable of setting
up every stroke
from any position
on the court

Squashmaster can
doliver:
Lob serves
[ Hard serves
[ Forehand drives
() Backhand drives
Nick shots
Boasts
and 'Squashmaster’
is outstanding when
practicing
[ Overhead shots
(one of the hardest
shots in the game)

S .

o & Marudnchue
enchmvedy for

Rocommanded by
Australian 8 International
Squash Champion

Australia onarees
imited Porm (O9) 3442711




Squash Library

7 November at 08:02 - @

There was a time when squash balls were individually wrapped. The evolution of the squash ball
from the beginning is covered in ‘Squash Then And Now’ (including the great image below). Go to
https://pdhsports.com/.../squash-then-and-now-a-celebration to get your copy of the book.
DunlopDunlop Squash

Squash Library
g 20 September at 06:05 &

The Titanic had a squash court (as covered in https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-
celebration, page 45), but it was not the only liner of the time with one. Sister ships in the
Cunard-White Star fleet, Corinthia and Queen Mary also had a court; as did Empress of Britain
(Canadian Pacific) and Nieuw Amsterdam (Holland America Ling).

Naturally the ‘Queen Mary’ has her own
Carter Squash Court

The Queen Mary Is the proud holder of the blue riband of the Atlantic; Carter's
have been told that they hold the blue riband for the building of Squash Courts
What could be more natural, therefore, than a Carter Court for the Queen Mary,
the only ship afloat with a lantern light above the Squash Rackets Court, per-

" mitting play by natural light—though, of course, she Is not the only ship with her
own CARTER Court. This Court was designed and constructed by Carters

Messrs, Carter's Sports Courts Led., who are the largest bullders of Squash
Rackets Courts in the world, will be pleased to submit estimates for Covered
Sports Courts of all kinds in any part of the world

CARTERS SPORTS COURTS LTD.
*“Courts for all Spo;‘ts" S
CLISSOLD WORKS, 57-69, GREEN LANES, LONDON, N.16

Phones 1 Clisold 0920.1.2 Code 1 Marowi

Squash Library e
@ 1 August at 07:23 - @

In 1983, just as the wooden head rule was being set aside, Spalding were advertising their
range, including hardball and a Hashim Khan signature racket. The racket history with so
many fascinating photos of old rackets can be found in the newly announced Squash Then &
Now: A Celebration.” www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration for details.

Growing tired of the same old crop?

© 1003 Questor Corp

Distribvusion for Germany; Tresorn GuddL, Webdeuss, 11K, 2000 Hambarg 76

Squash Library -
27 July at 08:22 - Q
In 2006 the first tour event to use ASB's glass floor was the Women's Qatar Airways Challenge
staged in Hyderabad, India. The court was sited in the grounds of the Falaknuma Palace,
overlooking the city. www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration for the court evolution
history, Squash - PSA World TourSquash Rackets Federation of IndiaASB SquashCourts

Photo courtesy Alex Wi
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An English court company was exporting courts to places such as Baghdad, Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) and Trinidad as long ago as 1937, as they proclaimed here.

FROM BAGHDAD TO TRINIDAD
. CARTER COURTS!

and play well

traces st home and

Your enquiries are Invited for SQUASH RACKETS COURTS and
ALL COVERED SPORTS COURTS in any part of the world

Hlustrated Brochure and other licerature free on request.

CARTERS SPORTS COURTS LTD.

) CLISSOLD WORKS, 57-69, GREEN LANES, LONDON N.16.

Squash Library ..
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When Abbeydale Sports Club in Sheffield opened the first full finned glass back wall court in
October 1971 they found a local company to produce a scoreboard in advance of the club
hosting the British Open in 1972, Here is their brochure: Abbeydale Sports ClubBritish Open
Squash - from SquashSite

Control Unit Details

Dimensiona Th Gontrol Ut i of Plished Mahogary fced
ot t0p srioce
d L967 WO DO rivibbant yoloripiinly
rol Unit L1B1 W13:™ D3I et ot gt e
ity Syt scet Samp e
Mu St 15-60 watts

PRICE: £ |96~ DIVAT

G.W. FORD & SON LYD.
SCOREBOARD DIVISION
288-292 GLOSSOP RD.
SHEFFIELD $10 2HS

TEL: (0742) 22082
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Once glass backwalls opened up viewing opportunities, seating systems began to be offered
to cubs. Courtback, a product from Audience Systems, was one of those from the end of the
1970s. Here: https://www.squashlibrary.info/general-resources, the Library has reproduced
their brochure,

COURTBACK

Squash Viewing System

The unique answer to spectator seating
for squash

Squash Library
7 May a1 08:12° @

There are specifications that accredited court builders adhere to, but there are other courts
that have been built not using them. A window opening in the sidewall, or the door (as
pictured), a skirting board to decorate the floor nicks, and many more. | feel a Library feature
coming on! Please DM or Email me (info@squashlibrary.info) with your examples please. If you
have a photo, even better! Thanks, Andrew

Squash Library
g 10 June at 08:26- Q
Along with the Abbeydale version posted recently, another early example of an electronic

scoreboard appeared in 1971 in South Africa. It was designed and built for the Western
Province SRA, Here is the console. Squash South Africa
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When squash took off in Germany in the 1980s a ball feeding machine similar to the ‘Boaster’
was developed there - translated as a ‘ball-thrower’ in the brochure.

miha-squaosh
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Squash Player Magazine reported on the growth of squash in the European mainland in the
period 1974 to 1979. It was striking that Poland didn’t merit a mention, and Germany and
France had almost no courts. Great growth was to follow for them in the next decade.
European Squash Federation Belgian squashDansk Squash ForbundSquash Suomi
FinlandFFSquash - Fédération Francaise de SquashGreek SquashSquash Bond Nederiandlrish
Squashltalian squashSquash MonacoSquashRacketball-Portug... See more

T s Y

-&g&-ﬂ: Wale

The future of
European Sauash

@ Squash Library

22\ at08:26 - Q

Go back to 1938 to northern Nigeria, in Kaduna you would have seen two courts being built
as a cement block trial. Meanwhile in Bauchi in the north east of the country there was a court
(pic) that was double width, had no door, only an entrance halfway down the side. And at
Potiskum there was one made of red mud to blend in with the surrounding huts.

In the same area by the 1950s there were a selection of courts of various sizes and materials at
Maidugari, Lokoja, Yola, Zaria, Pankshin and Jos. The spread of squash was going far and

Squash Library

8Apr <)

In March 1982 the briefly published Squash Magazine (UK) reported about a Perstorp squash
court being airlifted onto a gas rig in the Persian Gulf (also called the Arabian Gulf). See the
photos and article at https://www.squashlibrary.info/general-resources on the Library
website,

@ Squash Library

14 March at 2-Q

In 2018 Ljubljana became the home for six courts built inside a wooden building, developed
by Goran Milicevi¢. Called Squashland, here are the Library details: https://squashlibrary.info
general-resources. Squashland Ljubljana

Squash Library

@ 8 March at 08:15 - @
When the rules of squash were formalised nearly 100 years ago they included the requirement
that the racket head ‘shall be made of wood'. There was no alternative thought about then.
Fast forward to the late 1970s and George Anderson from High Wycombe in England had seen
metal being used for tennis rackets and got a couple of friends who worked on the Concorde
aircraft to help with the design, and although metal was still banned he started producing the
Elite racket.

The case made for safety and court damage was eventually set aside when the World Federation
agreed this wording in 1981.

The door was then open to all manufacturers and wooden rackets were consigned to history.
World Squash Federation

THE WORDING OF THE 1981 ISRF MOTION THAT WAS PASSED
AND CHANGED THE GAME:

A metal racket be approved if it met demands of safety in the
same way as wooden racket and if it was acceptable to ISRF
Technical Committee.

(Interesting English, written here as minuted).
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This month in 1994 saw an addition to the Rules of Squash being added, banning coloured
bumper strips on the top of racket heads as they marked the walls of the court. Racket companies

rushed to introduce low pigment versions for approval by WSF.

@ Squash Library
7
After decades of producing the iconic Dunlop Green Flash shoes, fifty years ago the Blue Flash

was introduced, endorsed by top Pakistani player Mohibullah Khan, Dunlop
=== 1= NEW DUNLOP
BLUE FLASH

-SPECIALLY DESIGNED SQUASH SHOES

No wonder |

& e ‘ Jlx)u-l‘wml'

@ Squash Library
28 December 2023 at 08:16 * @
In 1936 a report on the state of the game in UK was already talking about scoring, court

measurements in relation to uniformity with the American hardball game. Here is what it said:

Court
While there is much to be said in favour of the universal adoption of the English singles court

. it is not sugg that ions should come from the American side only.
The statesmanship of both countries might in the first instance be directed to attaining
uniformity in lesser directions. It should, for instance, be possible for the American doubles court
measurements to be adopted as standard in England. The doubles game has become very popular

in America, but it is only in the early stage of development in England.

Tin

A further point of agreement could be the lowering of the “tell-tale” to the American 17 inches
as, in the view of many eminent players in England, this would be a definite improvement. A still
further concession could be in the method of scoring by agreeing to the American five games of
15 points up and the winning of a point whether the player is "in hand™ or not. as advocated by

many prominent English players.

Ball
The ball question is one of much simpler solution, and an agreement to compromise should be

casily arrived at between sensible men.
Beekman Pool. one of the greatest of American players, is of the opinion that the difference in
the courts is not nearly so radical as the difference in the bounce and speed of the ball, and is
wholly in favour of a ball half-way between the ones now in use in England and America. This
opinion is endorsed by A. Willing Patterson, one of the younger American players, who has had
special opportunities of studying playing conditions in both countries, while W. Palmer Dixon,
who won the American Championship in 1925 and 1926, gives the interesting opinion that a
combination of the English court and the American ball would be practically ideal. There seems,
however, to be general agreement that a “compromise™ ball would be a great step forward on the

path to uniformity.

14 October at 08:36
In the mid-1980s a Welsh company called Sportequip produced a squash ball-firing coaching aid,

Squash Library
g o0
costing around GB£600. It was called The Boaster, details here. (included with the Boaster was a

bag of talcum powder, which was added to coat the balls!)

9

to stop the wood warping (bending).
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E/ Dunlop Maxply  30/- Dunlop Racket Press 2/6
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Other Dunlop Rackets
from 16/6 to 35/ Dunlop Squash Balls 18/-
FROM ALL SPORTS DEALERS

@ Squash Library
11 January at 08:53
Here is a Duniop advertisement from 1938. Then rackets were made of wood, of course and the

price of a Maxply racket was £1.50 (30/-). You could also buy a racket press to keep the racket in

Squash Library
& 3 O0ctoberatosis <@

It is random historical photo day! The year is uncertain but here is the Officers Club Squash Court
in Delhi. Did the lower ranks have a court too? Squash Rackets Federation of India

2023
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31 August at 08:40 - &

Along with other early adopters including the RAC, Queens, Bath Club and Princes, Lords was
another London club which added squash. It hosted the first British Amateur in 1923. Library
details here w

squashlibrary.info/general-resources.

Vi
LORD’S

Squash Library

@ 29 August at 08:28 - @
The first painted showcourt floor appeared at the French Open at the Cirque d'Hiver in Paris in
1983. It was painted blue, and lines were added in yellow. The first players to try it, Australian
Frank Donnelly and Egyptian Ali Aziz (left), were presented with another innovation too, a white
ball to play with.
The paint hadn't quite dried to there was a sticky sound underfoot and the ball turned blue very
quickly for that first match!

FFS st

@@ Squash Library
18 Augu 23 -Q

A new Squash Library resource explains how USA pivoted from hardball to softball, the key

role Philadelphia played in this, and the city's position as ‘squash central’. Go to

squashlibrary.info/ge

Squash Library
Qv .

In the summer of 1957 four times British Open winner Azam Khan became the owner of the
New Grampians Club along with his brother Hashim. The Pakistani star had been the club

professional before Mark Lewis sold out to them. Azam Khan was based at the three court
Shepherds Bush, London club for the rest of his active life before it closed in 2014,

[ Squash Library
g Yo

Think portable courts, think glass and think recent. Think wrong! Here is a court ad from 1937,

PORTABLE SQUASH COURTS LTD.

Why not invest in one of our Courts ?

It is a permanent building in every way of indefinite
durability.

It can, however, be taken down and re-erected on a
different site if desired.

Our Courts are in all respects of standard construction.
The owner of a court, recently purchased, in the South of
England writes to us regarding the visit of a Squash Pro-
fessional from one of our most famous Public Schools. He
says, ‘‘ | had the professional from H—— School over the
other evening and he was delighted with the play of the
Court and expressed the opinion that it was equal to those of
Standard Construction."

The Cost is about half that of the usual brick courts.

View of Court showing three quarter balcony.
Full size balcony can be fitted if desired.

For further particulars apply :—
The PORTABLE SQUASH COURTS LTD.,

Trent Navigation Building, No. 3,
NOTTINGHAM
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Between 1950 and 1957 the RAC central London club had a 'narrow’ court based upon
American width (18ft 6in rather than 21ft) complete with curved service box. Here, RAC coach
Oke Johnson (left) played top amateur Brian Phillips.

Squash Library
155y at0830 - Q

Another pay-for-play centre, one that made very clear on the outside what sport it housed,
was a court built near Lansaria Airport at Shumba Valley Lodge, north of Johannesburg, South
Africa. It is now a conference centre, Squash South Africa

Squash Library
@ ldiuly 20819 - O
Fifty years ago in 1973 Kiltonga Squash Club - the first commercial club in Northern Ireland -

opened in Newtonards. It was at the time an ambitious six court project set up by Terence
Mack as the sport was beginning a period of great growth, but has now closed. ¢

Squash Library
5 5}

In 1981 Bert Armstrong completed building a squash court next to the kitchen in his
Melbourne home. This coincided with the first graphite rackets appearing, and so friends left
wooden ones behind when he played them — prompting him to hang them round the court.
Then he started adding club badges, banners, flags, balls; anything that had a Squash /
Racket sports connection. An obsession with collecting was beginning.

As he put it, ‘From then on | visited every Charity shop, Municipal Tip, Antique Fair from
Hobart Tasmania to Cairns in far North Queensland, and similarly the UK, and even scoured a
market in Kirkenes Norway.'

So about 35 years later he has 1000+ rackets from 120 manufacturers in 23 countries plus
many badges, books, flags, trophies, documents etc.

Squash Player Magazine interviewed him in 2021, which you can see in the Library here:
w.squashlibrary.info/general-resources,

Since then Bert has turned much of his collection into a display at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club,
complete with notes so that anybody can come along and see them (some cabinets are
pictured here). He is even offering personal tours! Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club
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Here is a court in England pictured during the 1930s, location unconfirmed. A bench for those
waiting to play, and to tie up the horse you have ridden to the court on were clearly part of
the arrangements!

Squash Library

20 May at 0 Ns)

In 1968 the British based Banbury Squash Courts company advertised their courts, and included
the costs at that time, as listed here.

SQUASH
COURTS

SENSATIONAL SUCCESS
STORY

Right from the first a

country orders
universities,

court
The communal gallery

e —
STy = SINGLE COURTS

The finest Squash Courts on the market today
* Perfect playing walls which require NO | * Supplied, complete with gallery, at a com-
PLASTERING and therefore REQUIRE MIN- petitive price, and ready for play in eight ’

.
IMUM MAINTENANCE Weeks from detivery

* Desion and construction approved by the | % Giliaing heas
Squash Rackets Association for your Club ludinabas

our General Manager, Mr. M. J. K. Smith will be | % Champions have pronounced it an excattent | DOUBLE COURTS £7,350

cry pleased to answi medium slow court of internationa m

Picase write to him Tiandarg"'o" court of international mateh |  goiivered and erected ready for play

BANBURY GRANDSTANDS LIMITEID 5 RobinsHouse, Royal Leamington Spa, Warwicks. Tel: Leamington 27131 /9

Squash Library
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Fifty years ago flatscreens and tablets were very much in the future, Here is a 1973 squash
scoreboard advertisement which pre-dated slimline screens and had controls certainly way too

REMEMBER THE BAD OLD DAYS
- 'OF SQUASH ?

SO WHAT'S DIFFERENT ABOUT OUR

OF COURSE YOU DO — YOU'RE STILL
PLAYING IN THEM, COURT?

Before we installed an electronic kere-board cer spactators Spectators never miss 3 move. They can join a game at any

njoy the game. “Who's  stage and know inst
this the first gamel”  and enjoy the game.
“This is the second serve isn't it2” Ad infinitam.

ly what they are watching. Just sit

Markers? It's 3 new world. They can actually watch the
game a5 relaxed a5 the spectatees and really enjoy every
rally. All they have to do at the end of 2 rally is press a

Then we had the marker. Struggling with sheets of paper.
Heping his memery was reliable. Shoeting into the court
for maybe 2 couple of hours

button.
Not forgetting the players — “Sorry. | didn’t bear you™.
“Did you say 6 — 1™ “It’s this side, fsn'e i2” "END" Players? Well, funaily encugh, all we ask of them is that
“Whae!" they play — there's nothing else for them to do. Quiet

Pesce, Calm,
Noise. Confusion. Argements.

CONTROLS  Ergenomically designed for simplicity of operation. Distinctive colours identify players
COMPACT  Despite the wealth of information displayed, board measures 507 x 30", contrel box 30" x 10
RELIABLE  All components are well-proven and designed 1o oparate well below the maximum losd

SAFE Operates at 4V,

ADAPTABLE Home and Away panels — designed for team mitches — can be easily altered to show players’ names.

The electronic score-board s designed. manufactured and marketed by
The Edward Thompson Greup, Richmond Street, Sunderland. SRS 18Q. Telephone: 77511 (10 lines) Telex: 53671

SRA APPROVED Pacent applied for

Squash Library
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Ten years ago in 2013 the first all-glass permanent hardball court was installed by McWil at the
National Sports Academy in Toronto (45 ft long by 25 ft wide (as opposed to 32 x 21). It
accompanied nine other courts in a former Canadian Air Force hangar. Founded in 2010 the
facility has since closed. Squash CanadaMcWIL Squash
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1981 saw changes in squash ball adoption, with the European Federation agreeing a three
year deal to use Dunlop balls for their events, while England & Scotland moved to the Grays
Merco ball. These came just after ISPA (now PSA} signed an agreement with Dunlop which
included their logo being stamped on them, and ISRF (now WSF}, used them for their world
championships. Squash - PSA World TourWorld Squash FederationThe European Squash

FederationEngland SquashScottish Squash
Tl()ze Dunlop Black Indsputaball.

pionship

Ball.
The number1Ball.

The New SRA Championship
Selected exclusively
for the 81/2,82/3,83/4 seasons.

SIrINgent tests Dy the SRA confirm the new
Grays Merco back ball ¥s their offictal Cnampionship
Dok selected exciusively for the next three seasons.
Tested extensively for consistency, durabliity, the
retention of Matt finish, rebound Characteristics and
feel, DOTN the back and the green sauash bass are

The only official ball of the International Squash
Players Assocation - which mepmesents the world's 100
fop profession als. officiatly approy

Ko exchisivo e r the 1981/1982 ISRF
i “!{‘ K’IL.HIIA’H(/':/ ted for n..‘/‘:w IAI\_ I\I\I‘ Grays MOrco - Inasputadly the best ball for
o R CAODANS e / VOU Avaikable from your Sports dealer.

Workd Open Cheaompionsii1. G, ry g7 N X €D, G G
rays Merco

Vet b o the daat oy
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25 February at 08:23 - @

In the 1930s, timber courts were advertised as a cheaper alternative to brick. Here is an example.

TIMBER-BUILT SQUASH COURT AT
HALF THE COST OF BRICK . . .

by the makers of the renowned—

The  SHORTER'S " Timber-Built Squash = |
Court (as llustrated) is the answer to cheaper

== S— 4|
\l
squash. You get a first class eourt at half \H"I!’I\FI!‘
the cost of a brick building. Substantial and 1\ 4
actractive construction.  Send for decalls:  [NBMTEWISE TRVTTR W) 4y
SHORTER WEATHERPROOF COURT Co.
Willifield House, Willifield Way, N.W.II
¢ P 2

31 Phone: Spo

Squash Library .
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When the Queen Mary liner set sail across the Atlantic for the first time on 27 May 1936, it
featured a squash court - as did the ill-fated Titanic. But this one was at deck level and had a
glass ceiling.

It won the Blue Riband for the fastest crossing between England and USA, at just 27 minutes
more than four days - to allow time for just a few court sessions.

Lantern
light
allowing
play in
natural

light

Squash Library e
@ 3 February 2t 03:38 - @

One solution to provide referees with the best possible view of the court after the arrival of glass
backwalls and full showcourts was a gantry so that the referee and marker could sit right over the
backwall. Great for them but less so for the master shot of TV cameras with the screen filled by
their backs! They would access the seats via a ladder which would be removed when they were up
— though it was also said that this would prevent angry players reaching them! Because of the
public, Tele-Squash period lighting requirements and general camera view issues, they were
discontinued.

e Hon Viw srest 53 1 peston on P
A Peaca Cout o Wartiey o e Hiec e

HIGH VIEW REFEREES' CHAIR
Squash Pigyen.

Opentamamert

o feainag
o srosnrgcon
o Onrvewtrcncon
.

Vremue ceamcton s pecistn

W M g e 1 s 10 1 B AR T e bt e | @ S

oy pa

@ e sunand anerth b 5t sy AL oo 7k % izte S0 Bewl 2% % It w0 R BRI
crrg nachocecrcokan

Fer e O phione o 1310 (80 2080 s LD

room MRISERVICES
5 Garesuood Lane

o r0 ko vy el AR 8 A G 08 2 8 P

Chashvs W12 240
vt orcom Prone & Fax G260 270060

3] Squash Library

3 January at 03:45 - Q@
After the beginnings at Harrow School (see http://www.squashlibrary.info/.../harrow-school-
where...), other UK public schools including Elstree School north of London introduced squash too.
Outdoor and with no back wall there, as was often the case.

X
Photo courtesy Stuart Hardy
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Ten years ago in 2012 court company ASB produced a glass court with two side wall doors,
intended to enhance the clearness of broadcast shot through the larger panel and door-less
back wall. It was first used in Egypt that year, their national federation having purchased it, as
well as the Egyptian Federation lending it for the Hong Kong Open in December that year —
an inspection event by the |OC for squash’s Olympic bid 2020. ASB SquashCourts

Squash Library

30 September at 08:50 - Q

In September 1998 the first glass showcourt that could be expanded onsite to a doubles
configuration was developed by ASB for squash’s inaugural participation in the Commonwealth
Games in Malaysia. Both side walls could be moved outwards by 1.1m to reach the 7.62m/23ft 8in
doubles width.

(Subsequently the International Doubles Competition Width of 7.62m was expanded to
8.42m/27ft 6in from 2012 onwards. The tin was also lowered to 33cm/13in cm). The extra width
each side is shown between the service box hatched line and the wall.

g Squash Library
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To complete a trio of squash ball ads we go back to a British Dunlop racket and ball ad from
1935. (35/-for the top racket is £1.75 in current currency). Squash balls were 90pence - for 12!
A press to stop the wooden racket warping cost 12.5p).

RACKETS, BALLS
PRESSES

SQUASH RACKETS. Each is the workl's best
rackets at its price. Highest quality frames and
best English Gut used throughout.

“MAXPLY " Toarmamcet Model Price 35/~
Standard Model Pice 30/~
“BLUE FLASH™ Pre 21/
“PIONEER™ Prie 28/-
“NIMBLE" Pree 17/6
SQUASH BALLS Susiuré TRA. e 18/
UASH RACKET PRESS-
Sy et sgal premare evee
the eatie sarface, The most efficirat press
oa the masket 3 2/6

FROM ALL SPORTS DEALERS.

DUNLOP RUBNER Co., Lid. (Sperts Divisbon),
St Juman's Mowse, S6 Jamer's Street, Loadon, S.W.L.

Jhe Deivmphant Trio

g Squash Library
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Going further back, in 1951 this advertisement for the British Silvertown ball appeared to
promote their ball, using Egyptian British Open champion Mahmoud El Karim. The ball had
been popular in the first half of the century, but ceased production shortly afterwards.
(www.squashlibrary.info/post/squash-balls-from-then-to-now for the Library history of the
squash ball).

The Champion’s Choice

MAHMOUD EL KARIM plays
and prefers the Silvertown Ball

Silvertown Balls in Australia . . .
Silvertown Squash Balls of the medium

pace type were used in the series of Aus-
tralian Championships played in September

Silvertown
R SLOW and MEDIUM SQUASH BALLS
,

THE SILVERTOWN COMPANY, HERGA HOUSE, VINCENT SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.1




