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Agatha Christie's Court

1st mag article - Boys Own Paper 1894
1st book - 1900

Library featured - Squash Player Magazine
Death of Elvis Presley

Litesome coaching cassette

Stamps featuring squash
Racketball/Squash 57 history

Bjorn Borg

Shakespeare Squash

US Urban Programme

Worldwide Clubs 1938

London Breweries

London Capital Radio Survey

Irish qualification appeal

Coaching film 1938

Squash Player Diary

Postal Squash!

Squash Forward launch

1st World Squash Day

Hardball / Softball USA 1983

1st squash computer?

Spelling; Racket or Racquet

Eric Hyde views (smoking/women) 1935
Covid Snapshot

SPIN introduction

Jumbo Doubles

Nicol/Garner 7 Court Challenge 2013
History timeline

PSA / WISPA promo DVDs (2004 & 07)
Elton John Squash court

Missing WSF Annual appeal

Gander Dowar predictions 1932
Hardball Doubles promotional brochure
Squash Library 1st birthday

1st Malaysian Champion, Tunku Imran
Prince Philip meets
Ball levy 1965

1st British Squash 57 Champs (1984)
RAC Club coaches

Squashlinfo Partnership

New website daily post directory

New website championships heading
Doha Airport Squash Courts

Athens LTC (HM King Constantine - 1966)
Racketball becomes Squash 57

Boy's Own Paper article 1894

Filofax Squash Insert (1990)

Handicaps for Squash (1937)

World Clubs 1938

Bath Club v Queens Club 1906

Dick Hawkey, author

Jesters Club (first 75 years)

Finals backwards (April Fool)

1st nuclear reactor - in a court (racquets)
Pop-up squash shop

Novak Djokovic plays squash
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Ultra violet squash

WISPA Promotional Tour (Russia)
SportAccord 2012 (Inflatable court)
Missing publications

Prince Philip T playing in Hong Kong
Fred Perry ad, Khans, 1954
Greek Law, medical fitness, 1968
Torvill & Dean on court

15t squash book by a woman
Harrow School

18t court in a house

Titanic Ship court

Shadow Caller training aid

Rod laver (squash ball in pocket)
Hugo F Charteris comments (1909)
Post directory

Qatar stamps

Commonwealth Games 2014 stamp
Plate event start

Doubles report 1951

Squash court ballroom 1930s
Australian growth 1957

Squash in art

Argue Martin!

Squash on stamps

World Squash Day 2021

Longest Match 2015

Squash + Education Alliance
Racket sports i risk of death

15t English computerised ranking
Titanic court fees

WSF Ambassadors Programme
Australia accounts 1936

World Squash Coaching start
Amr Bey memento return

Squash sculpture 1986

Squash Wales calorie chart 2013
Obata session, Japan

Anti-doping education

Worldwide squash boom (1973)
Outside the Box, show

Hashim Khan on service.

Kirks Classic Squash can

Atari Squash Game 1992

US Hall of Fame
Tom Cruise squash T-shirt
Quotes prompt
Arsenal / Chelsea training courts
Charles Read book, women comments

John Skill manés boo
Richard Mosley coaches King Juan Carlos
Womenés Tour <cal end
Memorable quotes
Worldwide National court list 1987
Eye Group event rights acquisition 1999
Roger Federer retirement
Extract, Charles Arnold coaching 1926
Ned Bigel ow, US o6sh

World Squash Day start

Cellphone offer (UK) 1987

Sports Marketing Survey UK 1987
Bath Club Cup, best of three (1936)
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John Nimick, PSA & promoter 2025
1%t Postage stamp 1962 2025
Pakigtan stamp, Worlds 2005 2025
Kensington Country Club 2025
Munster courts WW2 2025
Hashim Khan book quote
Tay-Bul squash game 2025
Scandinavian squash 1969 2025
English SRA accounts 1938 2026
18t anniversary Nicol David Org 2026
Bert Armstrong collection 2026
RAC Squash Sub-committee 1912 2026
Veterans Club of GB 60" anniversary 2026
EI'l i mands Athletzbz%

Andrew Shelley job ad
Frankensteinos
Question of Sport cards 1987
Sports Survey UK 1987
World Squash Day
Male player fashion 1938
Drinks trolley 1951!
Racquets Ground, Fleet Prison
Frank Sedgeman on tennis/squash
Jack Giles (coach)
Squash stickers
SRA officers 1938 (inc Amr Bey)
Aliens playing squash!
1950s player levy, Canada
Coaching course 1951
Peter McRae heroism WW2
Hillary Clinton opens StreetSquash
Subramaniam Singaraveloo 70th
Calcutta Merchants Cup (1954)
Dunlop factory visit 1962
15t World Coaching Conference 1994
1%t SRA Newsletter (1979)
South African
Lanyards and passes
Bert Armstrong collection display
Titanic postcard
European courts 1974
US Federation logo evolution
UK summer league start
Junior age groups 1954
18t Library post 2019
Fairbairn / Wilson preparation 1954
HRH Prince Rainier (Monaco)
Ealing public courts, London 1933
HMS Renown court 1920s
AIS (Australia) starts 1985
Jonah Barrington (President SRA)
Tatler squash cartoon 1936
Barbados National Centre
John Flanigan, Univ Club, Chicago
Ask The Library launched
King Edward VIII squash enthusiast
Squash courts in churches
Arthur Winnington-Ingram
Oldest club debate
Promotional head covers (1070s)
US Coaching handbook 1962
Ayton & Millman, Berlin Wall
Handicapping discussion (1936)
20" anniv, Becerra+Stillman Acad
WSF Coach Education Prog 2015
Vacant title guidelines 1928
Boast & Nick word origins
Ned Bigelow, US Open initiator
Bath Club racket presentation
Racquets or Rackets question 1929
Racketball recognition
George Bernard Shaw house court
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25 Harrow School

28 Squash Library, WSF Official Archivist

11 0Greatestsd result
12 Wheelchair squash, Canada & Wales

13 SRA 21st birthday 1949

24 Logoed bags, European Team 1975

30 Amr Bey advice

05 Womendés cl
17 Tony Swift resigns 1976

23 Oldest team match 1908?
04 Barrington / Corby consultancy 1971
15 Charles Roupell 4 tips (1934)

05 Ovaltine tablets 1950s
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Squash Library
27 June 3t 07:30 - @

Ten years ago in 2016 Anti-Doping education was carried out at the British Junior Open, via DFSU
(Doping-Free SportAccord Unit) on behalf of the WSF.

Everyone that visited the Outreach booth was given the opportunity to participate in an online WADA quiz
and given a free squash ball incorporating the logo: “Squash says No! to Doping”.

There was also a competition for the best slogan on anti-doping; prizes for which are squash balls signed
by high-ranking players. World Squash Federation See less

Move over energy drinks! During the 1950s energy tablets were marketed, as this Ovaltine version from
Australia showed.

Squash Library

5 June at 05:49 «

The fastest energy lift

for the fastest game
of dll.

POWER-PACKED

OVALTINE
TABLETS

&

e meEm
i LkE SWEETE FOR"
L exred enerey & [Ny
.. OO0 HALVE]

APPROX. 80
FOR 2/6
ASK FOR THEM AT YOUR COURTS
notogrephed at Coogee Sauash Courts




Squash Library =\ Squash Library

15 May at 07:41 - @ <) =
In 1934 C F (Charles) Roupell wrote an instruction book called Squash Rackets, He also wrote about these This month marks 50 years since Tony Swift resigned as English National coach in 1976. In 1967 he worked
four things that he thought needed to be focused on and learnt. as John Horry's assistant at the SRA, then as National Coach wrote a five year national development plan
in 1972. Moving to Canada in 1978 (pic from then) where he is still based. Swift coached in Toronto and
" DT ~Q " ~ « v became a leading referee and coach, writing books on both facets of the sport. England SquashSquash
FOUR THINGS TO LEARN IN SQUASH G < ekl el

Canada
BY CHARLES ROUPELL

l. LEARN TO HIT THE BALL 3.—LEARN TO HIT SOFTLY IN
EQU ALLY CONFI 'LY ON ANY DIRECTION EVERY BALL
BOTH FOREHAND AND BACK. THAT IT IS EASY 170 HIT HARD.
HAND, This can only be achieved by  Speed can be decreased by shortening the
conscientiously taking nearly every ball  backswing, swinging slower, and by lessen-
backhand in the left court and forchand in  ing the follow through. With some shots
the vight court.  To do this one must keep  particularly the volley, the racket can be
near to the centre line of the court while  left outstretched for the ball to bounce off.

awaiting the ball, The use of ** out™ also reduces speed.
) LEARN TO HIT THE BALL

LOW 10 THE FRONT WALL. t\—LEARN THE ART OF SERV.

Practice getting sufficiently near to the ING. A good server always looks to see

ball to be able to * smother " the bounce. where his opponent is standing. If he

If left foot for forchand, and right foot for  stands near the half court line serve to the
backhand, is placed close to pitch of ball  back wall corner. If he stands quarding
greater control is acquired. Lifting of  the corner use the side wall and make the
ball nearly abways occurs from swinging  ball jump into the receiver. Pace and
out al « ball that is too far from the player.  direclion should be altered every service.

Squash Library
4May - @

55 years ago in 1971 Jonah Barrington and Mike Corby became squash consultants. Corby went on to
found a group of health and fitness clubs in London including Lambs — which hosted many events until its
closure in 2007; while Barrington spearheaded the growth of squash by force of personality as well as on-
court success. Jonah Barrington See less

BARRINGTON
AND CORBY
SQUASH

CONSULTANTS y P

Britain's two leading players over the last
decade have now joined forces, to form a

unique blend of talent and experience. SquashLibrary

5 January at 07:39 - @

If you need advice on any problems regard-
ing the development and running of squash Here is a women's squash fashion item from 1936, featuring Harrods. The ‘white clothing’ regulation was
courts. not dropped until nearly fifty years later, interestingly!

Write to: o 1 "
73 St. Georges Square, London, S.W.I|
or contact us at any of the tournaments

FASHIONS FOR SQUASH

Squash Library
23 February at 07:50 - 8

https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration covers the early London clubs and their matches,
including Bath Club v Queens in 1908, possibly the first inter-club match. Here, are the details of it
published by Lawn Tennis magazine in 1908.

P Squash Racqusts,
Tax aATH cLUB » QUEEN'S CLUB,

2025




Squash Library
@ 30 December 2025 at 07:54 - &

At a time when many people think of new year resolutions, squash legend F D Amr Bey has some advice
from his 1934 book The Art of Squash rackets’. He commented:

‘Unless played absolutely fairly, squash
rackets is not worth playing.

There are some games in which the bad
sportsman can ‘get away with it,’
but not so in squash.

! He who will not play it in the true spirit

i \ of sportsmanship soon becomes a marked
v § | man and is thereafter very properly

v L s shunned by his fellows.’

Squash Library
@ 24 December 2025 at 07:58 - Q&
Fifty years ago for the 3rd Men’s European Team Championship in Dublin in 1975, logoed squash bags

were produced. This was before the women'’s event was added in 1978 and number of competing nations
and the players would have made it a very large order indeed! European Squash Federation

PILKINGTON GLASS

Squash Library
\&/ 13 Decemberat 0753 - @

On this day 76 years ago (13 Dec 1949), the British SRA celebrated its coming of age with a 21st birthday
exhibition match between Don Butcher and Charles Read - who contested the first British Open final in
1930 after Read was designated champion. Butcher had won the title 19 years later. The Three
musketeers’ from the 1920's, Oak Johnson, Charies Read and Charies Amold (from left) were pictured at
the dinner.

{More details on pages 54-7 of https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration). England Squash

‘/@\‘ Squash Library

\&/ 2 December at 08:01 - &

In both Canada and Wales, wheelchair squash has been actively played in recent years, the activity
spearheaded by Lolly Gillen and Richard Plenty respectively, with landmark events this year in each nation.
The first Welsh Wheelchair Open took place at Rhiwbina Squash Club in Cardiff; and the first Canadian
Wheelchair Doubles Squash Championships which had 8 physically challenged competitors from across
Canada was held at the Toronto Cricket Skating and Curling Club.

Groups from Wales (top) and Canada pictured. Squash CanadaSquash Wales - Sboncen Cymiu

2025 CANADIAN WHEELCHAIR DOUBLES
SQUASH INVITATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Squash Library
11 December at 08:40 - &

With thanks to all who responded, the ‘greatests’ results are here: https://www.squashlibrary.info/
general-resources on the Library website, featuring all these named players. World Squash
FederationPSA Squash Tour

THE RESULTY

Featuring: Asal, Ashour, Awad, Barrington, David, Devoy, ElSherbini, Elshorbagy,
Farag, Fitz-Gerald, Gaultier, Hashim, Hunt, Jahangir, Jansher, Lilley, Magsood,
Martin, Mckay, Norman, O'Connor, Palmer, Rodriguez, Yasin




Squash Library

28 Nove

The WSF AGM took place last weekend and the meeting appointed World Squash Library as their Official
Archivist,

“The main three thrusts of the free service the Library provides are to preserve the rich history of squash
for future generations via storing books, photos, films, documents, handbooks etc; to provide resources;
and answer questions. The official acknowledgement of WSF is greatly appreciated’ commented Library
founder Andrew Shelley. ‘As well as individuals, | hope that this link will encourage national federations
not to throw away their histories but to contact me at info@squashlibrary.info to discuss them adding
them instead!'

The Library and Squashinfo are also pleased to be research and data partners for WSF, PSA, ASF, ESF and
FPS. World Squash FederationPSA Squash TourEuropean Squash Federation@Federacion Panamericana
de Squash

WORLD SQUASH FEDERATION

Research & data partners for:

Squash Library
@ 19 November at 07:44 - Q& o
George Bernard Shaw died 75 years ago. The Irish playwright wrote more than sixty plays, including
Pygmalion, and after his death in 1950 this book was published: Bernard Shaw's Rhyming Picture Guide to
Ayot Saint Lawrence.
The village of Ayot Saint Lawrence north of London was where he lived — in a house called Shaw Corner,

and featured in his rhyming guide was this photo of a squash court in the grounds, along with his lines.
The court is not there anymore, but when it was taken out of use is not certain.

Save where our folk, to play squash rackets
Within this court take off their jackets.

= )
S ¢
=y rSA $Mm
WORLD PROFESSIONAL SOUASN
SQUASH (L ASSOCIION PANAMSQUASH
3] Squash Library e
' 26 November at 07:35 - @

160 years ago the first squash courts in the world were opened at Harrow School in North West London,
England in January 1865. Details are a resource on the Library website at https://www.squashlibrary.info/
post/harrow-school-where-squash-was-born, and on pages 26 and 27 of https://
www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration. England Squash

SQUASHLIBRARY.INFO

Harrow School - Where Squash Was Born

Squash Library wee

18 October at 07:18 - &

40 years ago in 1985 the UK Sports Council accepted that, with nearly 10,000 players in the UK, racketball
(now re-named Squash57) should become an officially recognised sport: a month later the inaugural
racketball championships were held — the North of England at Leicester Squash & Badminton Club and
the South of England at Sutton & Cheam Squash Club — and then on December 1 the winners from these
two tournaments clashed at the Metropolitan Club in South London to find the sport's first national
champions.

Essex-based Denis Secher, became the first men’s national champion and Greer Batty from the West
Midlands clinched the women's championship.

England Squash

THE BRITISH
DACVETDATT

Squash Library

at07:58- Q&

13 Octc

In the heavyweight (literally!) book titled British Sports And Sportsmen, dated around 1929, the
editor speculated on whether the sport should be titled rackets or racquets. It had been noted that
squash pro Charles Arnold had titled his 1926 book ‘The Game of Squash Racquets’. It is only in the
last few decades that the sport has generally dropped either after the word squash. Here are the
notes:

heir own advantage. It may not pass unnoticed that H.R.H. spells the name of {il
game * racquets,” not as other authorities, such as the late Mr. Noel, set the fashiong
Mr. Arnold also spelt it as does the Prince, but it is ventured to suggest that the lnttens
il he gave the matter a thought at all, spelt the word as he found it spelt by Arnoli

ts," us hos been the fashion in Chil

so in this work we shall continue to spell it ** rack
original © Badminton Librarey ™ and in most if not all subsequent works on the subjectis
If it was known that the Prince of Wales was of the opinion that Mr, Arnold’s way Witk

p
have instructed the printer to muke the necessary alteration in the text already in prinil

the most elassical and therefore the most academically correet, we should, as loyal subj;




@ Squash Library
9 October at 08:04 - @

The Bath Club in London was one of the earliest and most influential squash clubs, when built in
1904 (details and photo in https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration). Shortly after it
opened Charles Arnold became the resident pro there, It changed ownership and location and
became Bath & Racquets Club, where yesterday Stuart Hardy {left), England Squash Masters Chair
and squash collector, presented Director Simi Panesar (centre) and Hiddy Jahan (right) an
autographed Arncld model racket and Arnold’s book titled a Handbook of Squash Rackets,
published in 1926. Former top star Jahan, who has coached there for 34 years, and Panesar were
left to discuss where to display Hardy’s gift to them.

QY

c \/ﬁ’m
% i 8

ber at 07:55 - &

g Squash Library

11 Sey

Sports do seem to have terms they use that are exclusive to them, and sometimes with their origin
somewhat shrouded in mystery. While for squash some terms can be easily explained e.qg. the tin,
which was originally made of tin, two examples that are not obvious are boast and nick.
Possibilities for them:

BOAST

Perhaps English from past centuries provides a clue as boast was linked
to rebound or deflect. Couple that with another meaning of a bold /
tricky move, so a shot that reaches the front wall via the side wall could
have been linked to them.

NICK

Again, the past English meaning of a notch or groove may be the origin.
Could it be that the ball going into a niche, pronunciation evolving into
nich and nick be the route to our usage? (Certainly, as reported by Peter
Eedy, an Australian newspaper 1949 discussing Mahmoud Karim said
‘He plays deliberately for the sidewall niches near the front a great deal’.

Squash Library
26 September at 06:44 - @

Ned Bigelow (pic) died 55 years ago in 1970. He was a mover and shaker in the squash community,
and the man who initiated the US Open at the University Club in New York in 1954, beginning on
New Years Day. It was won by American Henri Salaun, who beat Hashim Khan in the final. The
Pakistani star did adapt quickly to the North American game and subsequently won the title three
times (1956,57,63). Meanwhile, Salaun won the US National title four times in total, but not another
US Open. US SQUASH

Squash Library
2 @

When the SRA in England was formed in 1928 it set out rules for vacant titles when events were
played as chalienges rather than knockout. The Men's British Open was played as a best of three
matches until 1947 {https://www.squashlibrary.info/../men-s-british-open-the..}).

SUGGESTIONS TO GOVERN
COMPETITION FOR A VACANT TITLE
OR TO ELIMINATE MORE THAN ONE

APPROVED CHALLENGER

The following are not intended to be Rules.

They are to be subject to the widest discretionary power
of the S.R.A., who may also accept or refuse entries or seed the
draw.

The purse for each match shall be divided two-thirds to the
winner and one-third to the loser. (See paragraph 9.)
(a) The knock-out principle is suggested.

(b) Every match shall be played in a neutral standard
court in the British Isles with standard balls and rackets.

(¢) The S.R.A. shall decide the court and make of ball for
each match. They will consider the wishes of the players
in these matters.

(@) At least three days’ rest between matches is suggested.

(¢) One practice game in the court to be used shall be
allowed to each competitor before each match.

Nos. 12, 17, 18, 19 and 20 of the Conditions Governing the
Professional Squash Rackets Championship of the British Isles
shall also govern this competition.




g Squash Library i Squash Library .
27 Auqust at 06:50 - & 6 August at 07:50 - @

Ten years ago in 2015 the WSF Coach Education Programme was launched. It was the start of a In 1936 a letter to a UK's racket sports magazine suggested that handicapping could be done with
worldwide unified and standardised coaching structure for Squash, launched with the opening of the better player having to play left-handed. (Interestingly, it seems that in past times it was

WSF Level 1 coach candidate registration. Tutor training across the continents began, and WSF assumed that all players would be right-handed!). Bisques, which were also mentioned were
Levels 2 and 3 came on stream later. adopted later for a UK club / company team competition (‘'The Austin Reed"), running up to the
{Information at https://www.worldsquash.sport/.../coa.../coach-registration/) 1980s.

World Squash Federation

VIEWS ON SQUASH HANDICAPPING.

To the Editor Squash Rackels & Fives. (Enclosure)
Dear Sir, . . .

Owing to the fact that squash is an Dear Captain Dicks,
casy game to play, it is possible to Year after year, we hear players

introduce left-handed play as a handicap. complaining of the drawbacks in the
This h"“ many posst especially  existing handicap method and those of
when 2 players are of a very differe nt us who have t { s beginners
st:‘r)rlalr(l. . know where th tem is faulty. It
For friendly games, a good plan is js mainly due to ** Hand-Out’ being
for the stronger player to play left- forced to win two strokes successively

handed when leading or equal, and right  pefore he can secure a point and this
handed when losing. This results in  fyvours the stronger player to an

very close matches. 5 enormous degree.
Yours sincerely,
D. 1. BURNETT. The plan T have adopted with all my
. . X beginner frie e , for want of a better
To the Editor Squash Rackets & Fives. name—the ** Bisi sque 7 system. For
Dear Sir, mple, a player given lnur * Bisques ™
I am enclosing a suggestion from one has a right to become ** Hand-In ” or

of our Members who used to play a lot to continue as ** Hand-In " at any stage
ystem  of the game, and he can exercise this
with him and find it excellent and far option on four occasions, and naturally
above any other form of handicapping I the number of ** Bisques ™ given vary
have yet found at Squash. according to the prowess of each player.

of Squash. I have played this s

Yours sincerely, R
NORMAN DICKS. Yours sincerely,
Thames House, S.R.C. CHARLES DEPI

COACH EDUCATION
PROGRAMME R

In 1971 top English players Philip Ayton (left) and Paul Millman hit balls against the Berlin Wall to

promote squash while they were in Germany (as featured on page 139 of https://
www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration). Here they are showing the photos of that day 54
years ago when they were together yesterday.

Squash Library
W’ 23 Augustat07:59-Q

Becerra Stillman Squash Academy celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. It started in 2005 when
Colombian Sergio Becerra was in USA with his brother Luis and met Ken Stillman, then president of
the United States Squash Federation.

He retumed to Colombia with their vision to create to create a pan-Latin American squash base to
serve players from grass roots to elite. As he explained, ‘this dream was born with the intention of
connecting our players with universities in the United States and with the goal of exporting our
players abroad.’

The academy is based in the Colombian city of Bucaramanga, spearheaded by three brothers,
Diego Becerra and Luis Becerra, WSF Level 3 Coaches, as well as Sergio Becerra, President of the
Pan American Squash Federation, and father Enrique Becerra, founder of the Colombian Squash
Federation {pic, with Stillman, right).

Players there have included Lucia Bautista, Colombia number 1 and Pan-American doubles
champion, Jose Santamaria, bronze medal in World Juniors 2024, and other top juniors in the
region.

Becerra Stillman Squash Academy

Squash Library ..
5 July at 07:50 - @

In 1962 Captain Asbury Conrad of the US Navy supervised the publication of a coaching booklet
for squash (hardball). As can be seen from the foreword, squash began as a varsity sport at the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1949. US SQUASH

FOREWORD

Squash Racquets bogun as a Vorsity sport at the U. 5. Naval Acadewmy
in 1949 In 1953 and 19£1 tho Midshipmen ficd for the tiona | Vitle, In

{Commander, USNR, Rit) Navy tearis have won 107 . Ter Mid-
ollegiate Al American Rarklng

. USN, Class of '53, a six-letter ath-
lote, Cuuch Poticr holds gradunte dogrees it Paychology apd Education. Ho
19 1962 Facnliy Squass Ghamp und 1962 Litlo Holder in Badminton.

Squaah drills aze ) m. One arfentation lese
san fouturing tho 3 of (ormer mational cham-
wo leazons are given duzing plebe

i “I'ho sports srogram fncludes battalion teams
during plebr summar, batlalion traras n the Fall scason, and company toams
in the spring seasou.

BECERRA + STILLMAN
SQUASH ACADEMY

Siner very fow plcbes know arything about squash, thay start out un aqual
B lattessian in the
Past twalve yrars cver played Plebe candi-
dates axe urged to [oin the out-o - oplember und October.
Mont varsity players arc drop outa rom basketball wnd fo
emphaaix of the Navy gamo iz on defanse and top physical conditian.




@y Squash Library
28 June at 07:50 - @

When wooden racket heads were small and with head covers, the covers were also used upon
occasion with event detail added as a promotion. Here is an example from the British Club
Championship (‘The Banbury’) from 1987/9 season. Dunlop Squash
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Squash Library
21June at 07:40- @

The debate about the oldest continuously operating squash club includes Aberdeen Squash Club
in Scotland, established in 1913. Meanwhile the Toronto Racquet Club preceded it, albeit moving
premises. Here is a letter written by their representative in 1948 stating their claim. Squash
CanadaScottish Squash

The Oldest Squash Club?

December 21st, 1948

The Editor,

British Lawn Tennis and Squash,

Dear Sis,

1 have just been perusing a circular letter of yours dated November 10th, together with a reprint of an
article on the Jesters Club, which appeared in your November issue. I note with interest an article on
the back of the reprint under the title * Which is the Oldest Squash Club " and was surprised to leam
that a club with as recent an origin as 1909 could be advanced as the oldest

Perhaps your article has produced many responses and this of mine may not be in the running at this
date. However, for whatever interest it may have to you, the Toronto Racquet Club was organised in
1905 ; and was incorporated as a limited liability company by letters patent issued by the Province of
Ontario later in that year, The courts were opened for play on October 16th, 1905, The club has been
in continuous existence since that time, although playing facilities were suspended during the first
great war.

The club has always been solely for the playing of squash, and affords almost no facilities other than
that. It has probably the most active playing strength of any of the clubs that [ know i these parts,
with a better average ability, due, of course, to its limited purpose ; and this in spite of the fact that
membership is limited to about 100

Many of the onginal members are still members, though no longer active players.

During the last war a very high percentage of the members were on active service, but the club
managed to carry on without shutting down the cousts. The writer himself was v for nearly 5 years
but managed to get a few games in during the period of waiting in England, playing at the RA.C,
Belsize Park, Brockenhurst, Blackdown, and at the Staff College, Sandhurst, also on the private court
of Capt. E. George Spencer Churchill, M.C., in Glos

Squash is enjoying a great popularity here these days, but in a more restricted circle than seems to be
the case in England. Almost no women play hereabouts ; and of course, a woman has never got her
face inside the door of our own club.

Best wishes to yourself, and also to Aberdeen ; but the latter will have to think up some other claim to
fame than the one in your article

Yours sincerely,

R.D.JENNINGS,

Director and Secretary.

Toronto Racquet Club,

135 St. George Street,

Toronto, Canada.

(In 1959 the site was needed for a subway station 50 new premises were sourced)

Squash Library
g 19 June ot GETT

Arthur Wineington Ingram {1858 - 1846] was Behop of London from 1501 1o 7938 and an
enmrusiaatic squash player. He played 3t the Eath Club seamindly starting in mad 18e, coached by
pro Charkes Amcld. Ho played squash with the Prince of Wales (later Edwand WWiIL usually beating
him despita the age ditterence

As 2 68 your Old, 0N 2 10w 10 universities in e USA In 1925, ha requested playing stucans

2t tennk and at squash, a6 ha was, i ha himselt said, "sl playtng thase cames presty

will”. In 1934 2 Brineh newspaper descrbed Ingram, then 76 yeir oid, as “the Peter Pan of the
Church, ha positivaly redsas 10 grow dd”

And in January 1937, the yaar this phato was taken, naram played 3 squash match o the Bath
Chub oo the day o his ?5th birthclay againat his coach Charkes Amacld, to celibata the: cocasion.
Ingram won by 3 1, and dtorsards Anold commentad thae "t Behap must be ang of the most
ramarkabie athietes the country has knowe”




Squash Library
g 14 June at 07:51- @
Back in 1987 the disused St Cuthbert’s Church was an innovative way to provide squash courts in
Middlesbrough, England (bottom), It was called Phoenix Squash Club, and featured five courts as
well as two badminton courts. Similarly, in 1976 in Scotland the Bridge of Weir Church was
converted to house two courts — the organ loft providing a gallery (top). So, there were services
going on again!

Squash Library
@ 30 April at 07:58 - Q&

John Flanigan, pictured, retires as Athletics Director at the University Club of Chicago today, after
26 years in post. He initiated the Windy City Open in 2004 that has been held in the club’s
Cathedral Hall (pic), and later has coordinated the biennial World Championships in the city's
Union Station.

He says that after today he will remain involved with the PSA as a Sponsor Liaison and ‘l plan on
pursuing my love of music, squash and many other hobbies.’
PSA Squash TourUS SQUASHUniversity Club of Chicago

Squash Library
31 May at 07:34- @

Shortly after he became British King Edward VIl in 1936, this item was published. (He is
photographed, racket in hand, on page 50 of https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-
celebration).

King Edward VIIL

Our new King is well known to all of us as a player of
Squash Rackets. To Charles Arnold of the Bath Club fell
the great honour of teaching King Edward, then Prince
of Wales, all there is to know of the game of Squash
Rackets, and as Prince of Wales the King proved a first-
class pupil. He played in the Amateur Championships of
1924, 1925, 1926 and 1927, and during his tours abroad
he played in most countries of the world where Squash
Rackets courts were to be found. His great fondness for
the game caused him to have a court built in the
battleship H.M.S. Renown. Although it is some time
since His Majesty took part in competitive Squash
Rackets, he became a member of the Jesters Club
towards the end of 1934 and more recently the first
Royal Patron of the Squash Rackets Association.

Squash Library
g 20 May at 08:45 - @
WSL Launches "Ask The Library”

World Squash Library, the archive for squash being preserved for future generation as well as freely
available website resources, has now launched an "Ask The Library” service,

Library founder Andrew Shelley will try to provide answers to questions asked via an online form
on any elements of squash’s evolution and history, such as rules, champions, events, equipment,
and more.

‘Ask The Library’ will now make it easy for anybody to get their questions answered via one click
from www.squashlibrary.info.

ASK THE LIBRARY.

World Squash Library (www.squashlibrary.info) is the sport’s
information resource for the history of squash, champions,
events, courts, equipment, rules.

What can the library help you with?

CLICK TO ASK YOUR QUESTION

Squash Library
19 April at 07:54 - @

There have been national squash centres built around the world, including Malaysia, Philippines,
USA, Paraguay and England to name but a few. Malta’s opened earlier this month, and now ground
has been broken for a Barbados National Rackets Centre to feature three courts (convertible to two
doubles ones) along with space for the national federation office. Squash was introduced into
Barbados in 1972, with the nation boasting both the current men’s and women's Caribbean
champions. Federacion Panamericana de SquashWorld Squash Federation

At the ground-breaking ceremony: Craig Archer, President of Barbados
Squash Association) (L), Charles Griffith-Minister of Youth and Sports.

Squash Library

31March at 07:28 - @

This was The UK's Tatler Magazine humorous angle on squash in 1936, playing on the word
squash!




Squash Library
13 March at 07:50 - @

In 1994 Jonah Barrington stood to become the President of the English Federation (SRA), and was
duly elected. Here, in an article in the Times by sports journalist David Miller, his reasons for
standing were explained. England SquashJonah Barrington
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Squash Library
11 February at 08:21- @

Forty years ago in 1985, squash was added to the Australian Institute of Sport activities - the same
year in which squash featured for the first time in the Australia Games. The unit was able to call on
the services of two great champions, Heather McKay and Geoff Hunt (pics) to pass on their
knowledge to the inducted players. The first group of participants in the programme included
Rodney & Michelle Martin, Rodney Eyles, Austin Adarraga, Danielle Drady and Sarah Fitz-Gerald.
Squash Australia

Squash Library
27 January at 07:51-@

In the 1920s, Britain's Prince of Wales, the future King Edward VIII, travelled the world with his
squash racket. When HMS Renown was refitted as his royal yacht he arranged for a squash
court be added on to the deck. It is visible here in the foreground when the ship was anchored
in Neutral Bay in Sydney, Australia. More details / photos on page 50 of https://
www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration,

Squash Library

g 14 January at 07:59 - @
In January 1933 the first public use courts were built in London. Over ninety years ago Gilbert
Jacob initiated the recently closed Ealing Squash Club in West London, featuring two courts,
with two more soon added.
The opening featured both men’s and women's exhibition matches. Interestingly, the main
women's match was between Susan Noel (right), the current British Open champion and Eliza
Wolfe (left), who was captaining the Women's team about to travel to USA (to play for their
Wolfe Noel Cup.

(History of the Challenge here https://www.squashlibrary.info/post/wolfe-noel-challenge-cup
and in https://www.squashlibrary.info/squash-a-celebration) . The match, which Noel won 2 -1,
saw both players using the heavier American racket and heavier ball, to prepare for the trip.




Squash Library
11 January at 07:50 - @

It is not often that you find yourself up against royalty in a team match, but that happened in
1971 when teams from Gibraltar and Italy went to play a triangular match in Monaco. The home
team included HRH Prince Rainier (pictured). He played against the Italian team from NATO,
losing to Jon Searle 9-3 9-7 9-7. European Squash Federation

2024

Squash Library
g 17 December at 07:56 - @
Asked how they prepared 70 years ago in 1954, these two British Amateur champions said this:
Alan Fairbairn (left), when asked how he had trained to defend his championship title stated
that he gave up smoking and drinking spirits on 1st November (weeks before the event). He did

no running and relied on his squash matches, which averaged nearly three a week to keep him
fit. He did not go especially early to bed.

Roy Wilson (right), said that the year before he trained up to the hilt and was convinced that
this was worth quite four points and game to his opponent! Accordingly he did no special
training the next year, and no running. He cut out drinking spirits but drank beer and
especially Guinness, He did not smoke cigarettes and cut out cigars but allowed himself an
occasional pipe. His one * must * was early to bed - 10-12 hours of sleep every night. England
Squash

Squash Library
27 October at 0813 - @

Five years ago World Squash Library was founded, and so began the daily social media posts
looking back. Here was the first, exactly five years ago on 27 Oct 2019, To see the past 1500-
in 13 categories go to https://www.squashlibrary.info/ and click on POSTS.

Squash Library

S

Squash legend Hashim Khan (left) beat brother Azam (right) in 3 of
his 7 British Open final wins (1951 - 58), with Azam winning the next
4 (1959 - 62). Hashim only lost one final - to Jahangir's father
Roshan Khan in 1957.

Squash Library

10 October at 07:59 - Q
70 years ago in 1954 British international and prolific squash book author Dick Hawkey (pic)
proposed that junior age groups go up to 20, and include 18 % years. See the
correspondence on the Library website at https://www.squashlibrary.info/general-resources,




Squash Library .
4 October - @

Squash in the United Kingdom was considered a winter game. There were no summer leagues or
competitions played until 1949 - 1955 when some rugby clubs near London organised a league to
keep their players in training

After it was abandoned, it wasn't until 1968 when a London Summer
League with two divisions began, including three Hornsey sides.

The teams were:

Division A:

Wanstead, Hornsey Hawks, Meadhurst, Chiltern, Ministry of Labour.
Division B:

Hornsey Hamsters, John Lewis, Forest Hill, Barclays Bank DCO,
Hornsey Hounds.

@ Squash Library
24 August at 08:25 - @

Older national squash federation have not only evolved their names but their logos too. A

good example is the American federation which was formed in 1904, and has changed its

name and updated their logo at times too. Here are some iterations, US SQUASH

@ Squash Library
17 July at -9

50 years ago in 1974, Squash Player Magazine printed a UK 'State of Play’. While fascinating,

the 1.3 million players quoted, using 5,000 courts would mean an improbable 260 per court

average! Squash Player Magazine

GREAT BRITAN
AND THE SPORT
THAT IS,
FULFILLING
s
PROMISE

INDUSTRY INDEX

The UK Facts and Figures NOW

Yot pharers 1360080 195 adt mae. 255 wioh e, 193 pumirs)
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Squash Library

26 Jure at 05:44- Q&
The Library has a commemorative Titanic postcard, featuring resident squash coach Fred
Wright, who gave lessons to travellers on the ship’'s court. Here are the front and back, Wright
was one of the 1,517 who perished when it went down on its maiden voyage.

Number Four of Twelve Postcards
RM.S. Titanic and Fred Wright

£ @ '~
REMBRANDT
No 4 Of A Series

<

From the Collection of Denis Cochrane

the time 10 improve their
game. He was never found

Squash Library
Bert Armstrong reports that his superb set of display cases showcasing his vast collection of
rackets and other memorabilia is almost finished. It is at Kooyong Lawn Tennis club,
Melbourne, Australia. Here are two photos that give a flavour of it.



Squash Library
g 13 June at 08:43-Q
Passes on clips or lanyards are a feature of access. For squash in particular, here at https:
www.squashlibrary.info/general-resources is a random selection, many from McWil's David
Carr, who gave them to the Library, along with some publications he was happy to donate.
Thanks, David.

. DRAKKAR NOIR
emes Internationaux

Guy Laroche de Squash.

PRESSE

PLACE DE COLOMBIE - 75016 PARIS
PORTE DE LA MUETTE
Organisation SQUEM Golf Européen Management
19 rue de Prony, 75017 Paris - Tél. 42 67 91 25

@ Squash Library
24 May 22-Q

This month 45 years ago the SRA (then the English men'’s national federation)
produced its first newsletter. It gave a snapshot of the time, including the amateur
status debate. See it at https://www.squashlibrary.info/general-resources on the
Library website. England Squash

THE SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION

70 BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW3 IDX
01-584 2506 & 01-584 0094

NEWSLETTERNo1 ° "~ MAY 1979

Squash Library
In 1982 South African Squash Scene magazine ran a competition for a slogan to sum up
squash. Here are the entries.

Which slogan won? Decide what you think, with the answer here later.
Squash South Africa

“hdeed
We have

A WINNET! o the kenwood Cascade slogan competition
Here e a8 the entres CASCADE(!) INTO SQUASH
Soman Compettisn CASCADE(!) INTO HEALTH
he winaieg ceury, CASCADE(!) INTO VITALITY
CASCADE(!) INTO FUN AND FITNESS
CASCADE(!) INTO HEALTH AND VITALITY
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF FUN
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF HEALTH
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF FRUITY FUN
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF THIRSTY FUN
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF FUN AND HEALTH
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF FUN AND FITNESS
SQUASH IS A CASCADE(!) OF JUICY FRUITY FUN
SQUASH IS A THIRSTY GAME — ASK KENWOOD
SQUASH KEEPS YOU BUBBLING WITH HEALTH
SQUASH THAT THIRST WITH A CASCADE(!)
SQUASH THE GREATEST — SQUASH THE TASTIEST
HELP SQUASH OUT HEART DISEASE
FIT PEOPLE SQUASH MORE INTO LIFE
SQUEEZE MORE OUT OF LIFE — PLAY SQUASH
JET INTO SQUASH — THE INTERNATIONAL WAY
TRY ANOTHER ANGLE(!) AND BOAST(!) GOOD HEALTH —
— LOB OR DRIVE(!) FOR A DROP(!) OF SQUASH(!)
M A SQUASH NUT
M NUTS ON SQUASH
I'VE A CRUSH ON SQUASH
VITAL PEOPLE PLAY SQUASH
DON'T SQUEEZE ME, SQUASH ME
SQUASH ME, DON'T SQUEEZE ME
SQUASH COMES THIRST(!) WITH ME
SQUASH SQUASH FOR FITNESS AND FUN
SQUASH KEEPS YOU IN ORBIT
SQUASH HIM, SQUEEZE HIM
SQUASH HER, SQUASHER(!)
SQUASH IS THIRSTY WORK
SQUASH COMES THIRST(!)
SQUASH THAT THIRST
el SQUASH TURNS HIM ON
SQUASH TURNS ME ON
SQUASH IS H— Hard work
E — Enthusiasm
L — Lowdown
L — Luck!

toen 10 page 10

26"The S.A. Squish Scene Nusmber 152 Jan-Feb 1982

Squash Library
6 May at 08:09 - &

30 years ago this month, in May 1994, the 1st World Squash Coaching Conference took place in
Zootermeer, Netherlands, organised by Australian Ken Watson.
Sixty delegates from countries as widely spread as New Zealand, USA, Brazil, Japan and Malaysia
participated, with speakers including Jeffrey Woolstein, Dianne Davis & Watson (AUS), Thomas
Troedsson (SWE), Paul Wright (ENG), Dr Mike Hughes (WAL) and Chris Hadden (SUI), led sessions
both on-court and in the lecture room.
From initially scheduled biennially, in the last decade it moved towards annual scheduling in
rotation around the continents. World Squash Federation (WSF) Accredited Coaching GroupWorld
Squash Federation

st
WORLD SQUASH

COACHING
CONFERENCE

Squash Library
@ 20 30 -9
In January 1963 Australia and South Africa came to UK to play tests against GB, but before
them they not only played warm-up ties against regions, SRA and Scotland, but also visited
the Dunlop factory, as can be seen here. Squash South AfricaSquash AustraliaScottish
SquashEngland Squash

Below. The Australians and South Africans
i L. to R. M. H. Thorn.

g Squash Library .
2 M 223

The slogan that was adjudged the winner in 1982 is here, But what would win now? Squash
South Africa

We have

.
a W|nner! of the Kenwood Cascade slogan competition

WlNNER of Kenwood “Cascade" slogan competition is Mrs A, Agar of Houghton, Johannesburg,

hase slogan “FIT PEOPLE SQUASH MORE INTO LIFE" was one of several sent in by
this reader, and the one adjudged by the sponsors to be the winning slogan,




Squash Library s
g 16 March at 08:06 - @

Perhaps one of the first inter-company events would have been the Merchants’ Cup - started
at the Calcutta Racket Club and the Saturday Club in India in 1954, The knock-out tournament
for teams of three from business houses in the city attracted no less than twenty-three entries,
the first winners being Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co. Ltd. Squash Rackets Federation of
IndiaThe Calcutta Racket Club

Squash Library
g 11 March at 07:57 - @

Subramanian Singaraveloo, ‘Major Maniam' to all, celebrates his 70th birthday today. Former
Malaysian national champion (1983/85) he represented his country in three World Team
championships (1979/81/85) before becoming a leading coach for Malaysia and in India too;
and managing Asian & World committees. Successful and popular - happy, birthday, Major!
Squash Racquets Association of Malaysia

Squash Library
U e
The grand opening of the S.L. Green StreetSquash Center in Harlem, New York in 2008 was by
Hillary Clinton, senator at the time. Having been founded in 1999 its aim has been to support and
empower children, young adults and families in Harlem and Newark. STREETSQUASH US
SQUASH

@ Squash Library

3-9
Today's post is only peripherally about squash, the link being that Peter McRae played for
England; just once in 1937, It recounts the heroic act that ended his life during World War 2,
He was serving on HMS Mahratta in the Arctic when the ship was sunk by a German U-boat.
McRae and 17 others scrambled onto
a small float.
Realising that it was overcrowded, he
apparently remarked ‘There’s not
enough room for us all' and slipped off
the float into the sea to his death.
The postscript is that the rest of the
sailors were rescued.

Playing squash for England was an
achievement, but nothing compared
with what he managed in his

utterly selfless death.

g Squash Library

In September 1951 the Hampstead Squash & Rugby Fives Club in North London hosted a
‘professionals course of instruction and discussion’, The front row in particular was an
assembly of top names at the time. L to R: E Vandenburgh, Leslie Hamer, Jim Gordon, Henry
Hayman (SRA Sed), Brian Phillips, Donald Butcher, Leslie Keeble, CF Roupell.

HAMPSTEAD

SQUASH & RUGBY FIVES CLUB




g Squash Library
50-Q

An early example of a player levy was the Canadian $1 charged to each member of a club in
Canada during the 1950s. The money was used to fund the operations of the Canadian
Squash Rackets Association, In 1963 it was reported that it was working very well. Squash
Canada

Squash Library wee
2January *Q

Squash Library looks back, but just for today looks forward instead. Al can produce great written
results, but visuals too. Ask Dall-E-3 for an image of martians playing squash, for example, and
this is the result. Seating inside the court is an interesting innovation as are the updated floor
lines!

g Squash Library

30 Decem! 3310829

The list of officers of the British SRA in 1938 makes interesting reading. The Patron was King
George V1; President was Earl of Kimberley, had won an Olympic Gold Medal for Polo in 1920;
Chairman was Jimmy Palmer-Tomkinson who won the British Amateur aged 47; Technical
Advisor was F D Amr Bey, Egyptian Ambassador to the UK, and five times British Open
champion (pic). England SquashEgyptian Squash Federation - julgSwill spaall syl

Squash Library

27 December 2023 at 10:27 + Q@

Can you help Squash Library develop a feature on the Library website of squash promotional signs
and stickers from your club or country, new or old? Here's as an illustration. Please send to me via
Email at info@squashlibrary.info. Thanks, Andrew

- SquashPlayers

LastLonger

Town Squash

Squash Library

17 November at 0:

'
Englishman Jack Giles was known as the RAC coach in London for over 30 years (1956 — 1987),
during which time he reputedly gave over 50,000 lessons! But before that Giles, (back left) had
been an air gunner throughout WW2, and during his RAC tenure in 1961 he published SQUASH
RACKETS, a coaching manual.



Squash Library
g 10November 2t 0818 -

Australian Tennis champion Frank Sedgeman (winner of five major titles, 1949 - 52) said this,
‘Tennis and squash do not mix, even for speeding up, because the footwork is different. If you
are stretching for a squash ball wide on the forehand, you automatically put out your right

foot before leaning on it. In tennis this footwork is completely reversed’. So now you know!

Squash Library
0 -

Squash began at Harrow School in 1865 (http://www.squashlibrary.info,
where...}, a forerunner being rackets. Here's a rackets picture of from the ‘racquet ground’ in
Fleet Prison by Augustus Pugin and Thomas Rowlandson, published in 1808, kindly passed to
the Squash Library by Peter Eedy.

(5]

g Squash Library

In 1951 the English Cambridge University team travelled to The Hague to play the Dutch
national team. Hospitality was such that the No1s got on court very late, and it reached two all
at around midnight. At that point a trolley was wheeled in to the court and the players were
invited to take food and drinks before finishing their match! Squash Bond NederlandEngland
Squash

@R Squash Library

Long sleeves, long trousers — squash gear as worn by two top English players in 1938, Albert
Biddle (left) was runner-up in the British Open that year, and Leslie Keeble won the first British
Professional Championship after WW2, in 1947,




g Squash Library
13 October at 08:04 * @

World Squash Day takes place tomorrow. It promotes and celebrates squash globally, having
been initiated following the deaths of so many people in New York in the 9/11 terrorist attack in
2001. The history of it is at www.worldsquashday.net/how-it-all-started/.

WORLD

SQUASH
1.\ §

Squash Library vee
& 195eptemberat08:23 - @

A UK survey carried out by Sports Marketing Surveys in 1987 asked people aged 15 - 30 the sport

they most enjoyed playing saw squash at 12.2%, behind only soccer (15%), and ahead of tennis

(8.9%) and badminton (8.1%).

Squash Library

12September 3t 0752 - @
A British TV quiz programme, A Question of Sport, produced a sports person set of 240 cards
in 1987 which included squash players. Pictured from top left, Lisa Opie, Jahangir Khan, Jamie
Hickox, Qamar Zaman.

This top squash player was sponsored by Slazenger. Yes, Frankenstein's monster endorsed
their rackets in North America in 1989, as seen in this ad from the time. PSA ranking
www.squashinfo.com please? Squash CanadaUS SQUASHSquash Mexico

g Squash Library e
24 August at08:15 @

| have found this Squash Player Magazine ad from 1976. The SRA misguidedly employed
somebody with no experience or knowledge — me! This ad led to the Shelley personal squash
journey starting. Thank you, SRA! Andrew.

THE SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION
Require an
Administrator for the organisation of
Tournaments and Membership
Initiative, good humour and a willing-
ness to partcipate in general work
essential. Opportunities for increased
responsibility.

Starting salary, ¢. £3,300.
Applications to:
SRA, 70 Brompton Rd, London S.W. 3.




Squash Library e
@ 28 July at 08:23 - @

Unless you have a ninety-year old bottle lurking in the back of a very old cupboard you have
missed the chance to try this Donald Butcher-endorsed rub. The ‘best before’ date on it from the
1930s has passed anyway!

D. G. BUTCHER

The Famous Squash Champion
RECOMMENDS

As Invaluable to Squash Players
READ HIS FULL TESTIMONY

WONDER
MUSCLE
TONIC
Increases Suppleness and Agility, Wards off Stiffness and Guards agaimt Muscle Tears and Steains ’

WORLD'S ‘

1« por bottle, choh sine 28

Squash Library
The Veterans Club of Great Britain (www.gbvs.co.uk) celebrates its 60th anniversary this year.
Formed in 1963 when eight veterans (now called Masters players) got together to start a club, it
manages championships, matches and tours for its several hundred men and women members.

Squash Library
@ 15 Juneat0830 - @
In 1981 Bert Armstrong completed building a squash court next to the kitchen in his
Melbourne home, This coincided with the first graphite rackets appearing, and so friends left
wooden ones behind when he played them — prompting him to hang them round the court.
Then he started adding club badges, banners, flags, balls; anything that had a Squash /
Racket sports connection. An obsession with collecting was beginning.
As he put it, ‘From then on | visited every Charity shop, Municipal Tip, Antique Fair from
Hobart Tasmania to Cairns in far North Queensland, and similarly the UK, and even scoured a
market in Kirkenes Norway.'
So about 35 years later he has 1000+ rackets from 120 manufacturers in 23 countries plus
many badges, books, flags, trophies, documents etc.
Squash Player Magazine interviewed him in 2021, which you can see in the Library here:
www.squashlibrary.info/general-resources,
Since then Bert has turned much of his collection into a display at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club,
complete with notes so that anybody can come along and see them (some cabinets are
pictured here). He is even offering personal tours! Ko

yong Lawn Tennis Club

Squash Library
@ 19 Juneat 08:21 + @
Before the SRA was formed in England in 1928 and became the de-facto world body until the
ISRF arrived in 1967, the RAC in London was the unofficial squash authority after forming a squash
sub-committee in June 1912 (as shown here). The first meeting was exactly 111 years ago today
on 19th June 1912.

A meating of Squash Racquet players was held on Fr

, after din

following gentlemen:

Crozpton, C.

+ Pole-

19th June, at 7 o'olock

Squash Library
@ 1 -9

Today (13 June) marks the first anniversary of the Nicol David Organisation classes beginning.
It was founded by eight times World Champion Nicol David and Mariana de Reyes in Kuala
Lumpur (https://nicoldavidorganisation.org/) with the objective of empowering children

through sport and education. The first intake was 72 children. Nicol DavidNicol David
Organisation

DATUK NICOL D‘AVID

FOUNDER OF NiCOL DAVID ORGANISATION

MARIANA DE REYES

FOUNDER & CEO OF NICOL DAVID ORGANISATION




g Squash Library s Squash Library
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27 May at 11:00-Q

The British SF-{A_actounts for 1938, reflect the small size of the sport, even though 27 English Squash courts too big? You should try Tay-bul Squash. Tay-bul (table, gettit}) was, according to

;gunty assfoclztlonls ha,d been folrrEned‘ by;hsat pOIhnt The expenses incuded £0,65,6d (approx. this ad, played under squash rules with table tennis bats and a specially made table tennis
pence}forbutglary insurance:England Sguas ball. Look for it at an antiques shop as this was available in 1937,

THE SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION.
Dr. RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT ror Tue Yuan sxoxo 315t MARCH, 1938 Cr. S PAL DIN G TAY -B U L SQU AS =
£ s d e i
To Balance at Bank 1st April, By Stationery and Printing ... o 17 10 NOT A TOY BUT A NEW INDOOR GAME
19: 24 . Postages ; . 1812 9 ==
,» Subscriptions ... s 272 ,» Clerical Services 52 2 0 — 3
,» Sale of Rules and Handbooks 12 , Competitions and  Match : [
. Advertisements in Handbooks 49 17 6 Expenses 5 9315 5
. Competitions . 33 0 0 .+ Honorarium to Staff 5 0 0 SPALDING “TAY-BUL" SQUASH
, Loan of Plans, etc 2 30 » Medals and Engraving 6 2 6 . |
, Dividends and Interest S L PR ., Professional Charges 36 15
, Tennis and Rackets Associa
The Asoclation hae an Tnvestment of (40 3 per tion, Subscription 220
ot Coavenius Shosk , Burglary Insurance Premium
on Challenge Cup 06 6
, Commissioners of Inland
Revenue :
Corporation Duty,
1937/38 £012 3 |
Income Tax on |
Deposit Interest 0 18 0 u sh ¥ [
— 110 3
Sundry Expenses ... SASES

e T i A WELCOME GIFT FOR THE HOME |

Deposit Account £250 0 0 5 . 3 >
Current Account 38 13 0 Popular at all Sports Clubs, Hotels, &c.

— 288 13 0
£650 0 6 1_650 06

i, PALMER-TOMKINSON, Chairman. ¥ : i
W. F. Basser, Vice-Chairman. ssmbgdootc) i

We have pn];uul the above Account from the books of the Association, and certify it to be in
aocordance therewitl

Jackson, Pixtey & Co,, Chartered Accountants,
Avditors.

& np— b THERE IS A SPALDING SQUASH RACKET

Loxvow, E.C2.

1306 July, 1938. TO SUIT EVERY PURSE AND PERSON

TOP-FLITE LAMINA™ ‘NEW ERA UNITED SERVICES

30/-  30/- 25/- 22/6

RN 8 Cn. Lat

Squash Library -
[t

In 1969 John Horry (the first World Federation secretary), reported on the growth of squash in
Scandinavia - and it is certainly not only an interesting read about squash, but a general
snapshot of the time, too. Go to www.squashlibrary.info/post/squash-in-scandinavia-1969 to
view it. The European Squash Federation Dansk Squash Forbund Svensk Squash

Norges Squashforbund

Photo. Per-Olow. John Horry, ( of the i S.R.F. (right), discusses
el

the growth of squash in Sweden with Lennart lepson, President of the Swedish S.R.A
outside Jan Landvik’'s new club in Stockholm




